PRESENTING THE BOSE® WAVE® MUSIC SYSTEM 



Acclaimed 
Bose sound. 

Enjoy it more 
with the optional 
Multi-CD 
Changer. 



Wayne Thompson, 
Oregonian 



product of the year.' 




David Novak, 
The Gadget Guy 



whatever component system 
you currently have..." 

"...the Wave Music System 
will flat out seduce you." 



Shown in 

NEW TITANIUM SILVER. 



SAVE $50 

when you order the 
Wave® music system 
with our Multi-CD 

Changer by 
December 31, 2008. 




Listen to the Wave® music system risk free for 30 days. 

Experience premium sound that sets new standards for an all-in-one 
system that fits on a shelf or countertop. You'll hear the kind of 
performance that has made Bose the most respected name in sound. 
Forbes /Y/says you'll think you're listening to 
a ". . .system that costs five times more." It fea- 
tures an FM/AM digital tuner, clock, alarm and 
more. And our optional Multi-CD Changer lets 
you enjoy your music for hours on end. Save 
$50 if you order them together by December 
31, 2008. So choose your favorite color: Platinum White, Graphite 
Gray or new Titanium Silver. And try it with our 30-day Excitement 
Guarantee. When you call, ask about using your own major credit 
card to make 12 easy payments, with no interest charges from Bose!" 

To order or learn more: 

1-800-925-9738, ext.TM847 
www.Bose.com/WMS 

Better sound through research® 



*Bose payment plan available on orders of $299-$1500 paid by major credit card. Separate financing offers may be available for select products. See website for details. Down payment is 1/12 the product price plus applicable tax and shipping charges, charged when your order 
is shipped. Then, your credit card will be billed for 11 equal monthly installments beginning approximately one month from the date your order is shipped, with 0% APR and no interest charges from Bose. Credit card rules and interest may apply. U.S. residents only. Limit one 
active financing program per customer. ©2008 Bose Corporation. Patent rights issued and/or pending. The Wave® music system's distinctive design is also a registered trademark of Bose Corporation. Financing and reduced pricing on Multi-CD Changer package not to be 
combined with other offers or applied to previous purchases, and subject to change without notice. If the Wave® music system is returned, the Multi-CD Changer must be returned for a full refund. Purchases must be made from a Bose authorized reseller to qualify for offer. 
Offer valid 11/1/08-12/31/08. Quotes reprinted with permission: Thomas Jackson, Forbes FYI, Winter/04. 



1948: 

American servicemen 
and their allies saved 
more than 2 million 
people in the city of 
Berlin with the Airlift. 
A friendship is reborn. 

Today: 

More than 15 million 
Americans have lived 
in Germany while they 
or their family members 
served in the US. military. 
The friendship endures. 





Airlift Hero Gail Halvorsen,The Berlin u Candy Bomber" 



Anniversary 

Berlin Airlift M 

1948 - 2008 

Friends Always 



Friends Always 

The Airlift - A Legacy of Friendship 



Stay in touch with friends at www.Germany.info 
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Marines stand shoulder 
to shoulder as they sing 
holiday music during a 
Christmas Eve candlelight 
service at Camp Ripper 

in Iraq, us Marine Corp 



ON THE COVER 

The high number of homeless veterans 
could be reduced through cooperative 
efforts among federal agencies, community- 
based providers, and outreach from The 
American Legion. See Page 34. Robert Carter 



The American Legion Magazine, a leader among national general-interest publications, is published monthly by The American Legion for its 2.7 million members. 
These wartime veterans, working through 15,000 community-level posts, dedicate themselves to God and Country and traditional American values; strong national 
security; adequate and compassionate care for veterans, their widows and orphans; community service; and the wholesome development of our nation's youth. 



ITS REAR COIL SUSPENSION IS GOING TO SHAKE 
UP THE TRUCK WORLD. IRONICALLY. IT'S GOING 
TO SMOOTH IT OUT AS WELL 



In a world full of rough-riding trucks, 
the all-new Dodge Ram Crew 1500 
stands apart as the most advanced and 
smoothest-riding truck we've ever built. 

A GAME-CHANGING SUSPENSION. 

The all-new Ram revolutionizes truck 
comfort with its groundbreaking 
and class-exclusive 111 rear five-link 
coil spring design. This system 
greatly reduces friction and weight 
compared to * 
leaf spring 
technology, 
and Up 
delivers a 
smoother 
highway ride 

than you get in a Ford or GMC 
truck, 121 without compromising 
payload or towing capacity. 




LOADED WITH WHAT YOU NEED. 

Even with its smooth ride, the all 
new Dodge Ram 
is still 100% truck. 
The new Advanced 
High-Strength Steel 
(AHSS) frame is fully 
boxed and rated at 
an astounding 85,000 psi tensile 

strength —making 
it the strongest, 
ever in a 
Ram. It 
also comes 
with the longest list of 
advanced standard safety and 
security technology in its history. 
Including the Electronic Stability 
Program 131 that features Brake 
Assist, Electronic Roll Mitigation, 




plus Trailer Sway Control and class- 
exclusive 111 Hill Start Assist. To ensure 
its toughness, we 
subjected this truck to 
4 9 million customer- 
equivalent miles of 
durability testing. 
And then backed 
it with the industry's only Lifetime 
Powertrain Limited Warranty. 141 

N0WG0T0RAMCHALLENGE.COM 

This truck is all about revolutionary 
design and legendary toughness. To 
see it demonstrate both, go to our 
new Web site and watch it conquer a 
series of extreme challenges on the 
world's most brutal 
obstacle course. 
Dodge. Grab life 

by the horns. DODG I 




THE ALL-NEW DODGE RAM. NEVER BACK DOWN FROM A CHALLENGE. 

(1l Based on Automotive News Full-Size Pickup segmentation. l2l AMCI-Certified testing, 2009 Dodge Ram Crew 1 500 4x4 5.7L vs. comparably equipped 2008 Ford 
and GMC pickups; smooth-pavement ride quality at 55 mph; details at dodge.com. (3l Always drive carefully, consistent with conditions. Always wear your seat 
belt and obey traffic laws. l4l No deductible. See dealer for a copy of Limited Warranty details. Non-Transferable. Not available on SRT,® diesel vehicles, Sprinter, 
Ram Chassis Cab, Hybrid System components including transmission, and certain fleet vehicles. 



NOTICE TO VETERANS WITH 

MESOTHELIOMA 





YOU ARE NOT ALONE IN THIS FIGHT 
TURN TO FELLOW VETERANS. 



As former Marines and Sailors, 
we served together yesterday. As 
seasoned attorneys, we'll fight this 
disease with you today. Attorneys at 
Coady Law firm have successfully 
represented veterans in Mesothelioma 
claims nationwide for two decades. 
We've helped them understand their 
rights — and secured millions for their 
families in just compensation. 

Trust in the experience of shipmates 
who served with you. Contact the 
Coady Law Firm. Receive a FREE, 
no obligation consultation. 



Bud Coady 

Harvard, 1979 
USMC, 1979-89, 1991 
Gulf War Veteran 
Attorney at Law 




Dave Fanikos 

Harvard, 1985 
USMC 1986-1989 
Attorney at Law 



For free medico-legal information. 

Dial 1-888-802-MESO (6376) 



205 PORTLAND STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02114 
E-MAIL: INFO@COADYLAW.COM 



C D ADY 



1 
J 



LAW FIRM 



L THE AMERICAN • 
egion 

{ J MAGAZINE 



NATIONAL COMMANDER 


David K. Rehbein 


PUBLISHER 


The American Legion 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


William M. Justis 


EDITOR 


JeffStoffer 


MANAGING EDITOR 


Philip M. Callaghan 


ASSISTANT DIRECTOR/ 




OPERATIONS 


Brandy Ballenger 


ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 


Joyce Cole 


SENIOR EDITOR 


Steve Brooks 


ASSOCIATE EDITOR 


Matt Grills 


ASSISTANT EDITOR 


James V. Carroll 


CONTRIBUTING EDITOR 


Alan W. Dowd 


ART DIRECTOR 


Holly K. Soria 


DESIGNER 


Matt Everett 


PRODUCTION MANAGER 


Tony Heath 



THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE COMMISSION 
CHAIRMAN 
VICE CHAIRMAN 
COMMANDER'S 
REPRESENTATIVE 
CONSULTANT 
MEMBERS 



NEC LIAISON 
COMMITTEE 



ADVERTISING 



Dennis J. Henkemeyereog/ey,/w/v 
James H. Hall Hopewell, NJ 

Terry D. Lewis Philadelphia 
Robert A. Corrigan Bronx, NY 
Roger H. Anderson South Windsor, CT 
James F. Angell Sedro Woolley, wa 
Harold F. Arnold Statesboro, GA 
Sam Barney Lancaster, OH 
David R.Walkup Oklahoma City, OK 
Claude B. Carpenter Little Rock, AR 
Donald R. Conn South Bend, IN 
James W. Conway Charlestown, ma 
Philip B. Fi n ley Colby, KS 
Richard A. Font Autaugaville, AL 
Dennis E. Fritz Columbus Junction, IA 
Charles E. H a rtm a n EauClaire.PA 
Theodore Hartmann SmithtonjL 
Roy L. Kirkham Minden,LA 
Aleta A. Krauss Claymont,DE 
James J. Leyser Fresno, CA 
Silas M. Noel Frankfurt, KY 
Robert E. Vass Sr. Huntington, WV 
Frank C. Ward Greenville, SC 

William W. Kile 
Chairman, Petersburg, WV 
Andrew W. Johnson Honolulu 
Cleve Rice St. Anthony, ID 
Floyd W. Turner Birmingham, AL 



ADVERTISING DIRECTOR 


Diane Andretti 


ASSISTANT 




ADVERTISING MANAGER 


Amanda A. Harpenau 


ADVERTISING ASSISTANT 


Laura Edwards 


CONTACT 


(317) 630-1282 




(317) 630-1283 




The American 




Legion Magazine 




P.O. Box 7068 




Indianapolis, IN 46207 


ADVERTISING SALES 


James G. Elliott 




Company, Inc. 


NEW YORK 


(212)588-9200 


DETROIT 


(248) 530-0300 


CHICAGO 


(312)236-4900 


LOS ANGELES 


(213) 624-0900 



Copyright 2008 by The American Legion 
The American Legion (ISSN 0886-1234) is published monthly 
by The American Legion, 5745 Lee Road, Indianapolis, IN 46216. 
Periodicals postage paid at Indianapolis, IN 46204 and additional 
mailing offices. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The American Legion, 
Data Services, P.O. Box 1954, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 
Canada Post International Publications Mall (Canadian Distribution) 
Sales Agreement No. PM40063731. Return Undeliverable 
Canadian Addresses to: Station A, PO Box, Windsor ON N9A 6J5. 
Re-entered second class mail matter at Manila Central Post office 
dated Dec. 22, 1991. 



Printed in USA 

Member Audit Bureau of Circulations 



The Magazine for a Strong America 



HOW TO CONTACT US 

For assistance with membership record verification, 
membership applications, change of address, 
notification of member death or changes to magazine 
or Dispatch subscriptions, contact customer service. 
CUSTOMER (317)860-3111 
service cs@legion.org 

The American Legion 

Data Services 

P.O.Box 1954 

Indianapolis, IN 46206 

For change of address by mail, attach old address 
label, provide new address and membership number. 



NATIONAL 
HEADQUARTERS 

AMERICAN LEGION 
MAGAZINE 
E-MAIL 
TELEPHONE 
WEBSITE 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 



(317) 630-1200 

700 N.Pennsylvania St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
P.O.Box 1055 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 
magazine@legion.org 
(317) 630-1298 
www.legion.org 
Free with membership 
Non-members: $15 
Foreign: $21 

Post-sponsored and widows: $6 
Single copies: $3.50 

MEMBERSHIP IN THE AMERICAN LEGION 

Veterans who served at least one day of active military duty 
during wartime, or are serving now, are potentially eligible 
for membership in The American Legion. Members must 
have been honorably discharged or still serving honorably. 
eligibility Aug 2, 1990 - current 
DATES OF Dec. 20,1989 -Jan. 31, 1990 
MILITARY Aug. 24, 1982 -July 31, 1984 
SERVICE Feb. 28,1961 - May 7, 1975 
June 25, 1950-Jan.31, 1955 
Dec. 7, 1941 - Dec. 31, 1946 
April 6, 1917 -Nov 11, 1918 
(Merchant Marines who served 
from Dec. 7,1941 to Dec. 31, 1946, 
are also eligible.) 
tojoin Membership Division 
ia@legion.org 
(317) 630-1321 
www.legion.org 

PROGRAM CONTACT INFORMATION 

(202) 861-2700 
var@legion.org 
202.861.2700 
econ@legion.org 
(800) 504-4098 
familysupport@legion.org 
(317) 630-1384 
cfa@cfa-inc.org 
www.cfa-inc.org 
(317) 630-1265 

www.legion.org/legionriders 
wsloan@legion.org 
(317) 630-1249 
jquinlan@legion.org 
www.baseball.legion.org 
(317) 630-1207 
jdruskis@legion.org 
(317) 630-1249 
mbuss@legion.org 
(317) 630-1249 
mbuss@legion.org 
(703) 908-6250 

heroestohometowns@legion.org 



VETERANS AFFAIRS 
& REHABILITATION 
ECONOMICS 

FAMILY SUPPORT 
NETWORK 
CITIZENS FLAG 
ALLIANCE 

LEGION RIDERS 



AMERICAN LEGION 
BASEBALL 

BOYS NATION 

JUNIOR 
SHOOTING SPORTS 
NATIONAL 
ORATORICAL CONTEST 
HEROES TO 
HOMETOWNS 



SCHOLARSHIPS & CHARITABLE TRUSTS 



AMERICAN LEGACY 
SCHOLARSHIP 
AMERICAN LEGION 
ENDOWMENT FUND 
CHILD WELFARE 
FOUNDATION 
NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY FUND 



(317) 630-1212 
rcaudell@legion.org 
(317) 630-1202 

(317) 630-1202 
www.cwf-inc.org 
(317) 630-1202 
ia@legion.org 

AMERICAN LEGION MERCHANDISE 

ORDER PLACEMENT (888) 453-4466 

and catalog emblem.legion.org 
requests emblem@legion.org 

AMERICAN LEGION FAMILY 

AMERICAN LEGION (31 7) 569 4500 

auxiliary www.legion-aux.org 
SONSOFTHE (317) 630-1200 
American legion www.sal.legion.org 



'A Soldier at Makin Atoll' 

Thank you for this October article. I had occasion to be 
on Butaritari for four months in 1965, mapping and 
charting with the 1374th. I have never seen a more friendly 
and happy group of people in my life. We could not go 
very far without someone wanting to talk and share food 
and drink. When our supply ship arrived each month, the 
locals unloaded our mail first and insisted we read it 
while they unloaded our supplies. They would not 
accept any pay for their labor, except maybe a cigarette. 

One day a local teenager smarted off to me, and an 
older man stopped the youngster and reminded him, 
'This man's father saved your father's life." 

Japanese aircraft still litter the island today. I was told 
by the locals that the planes were not cleared away, so as to remind them what 
they went through during the war. 

My stay was short in time but long in memory. I will always count each and 
every islander as a dear friend. 

- Bobby Gene Funderburg, Murfreesboro, Ark. 




Pfc.JohnP.Ear/ey 



'76 Hours of Heir 

Thanks to John Wukovits for 
his article on the World War II 
battle of Tarawa (October). My 
cousin, Lt. j.g. George Close, 
flew a TBF Avenger off the 
Liscombe Bay (CVE 56) early 
Nov. 24. He unloaded his 
torpedoes and returned to the 
carrier only to find it had been 
sunk by a Japanese submarine. 
He had nowhere to land and 
died at sea. 

Several years later, a chaplain 
aboard the Liscombe Bay - who 
had been rescued - visited my 
aunt and told her that her 
husband had received Holy 
Communion before takeoff. 

- Fred Word, Redington Shores, Flo. 

Thanks for the story 
"76 Hours of Hell." I found it 
to be interesting but tragic. All 
the men who took part in the 
operation on Betio are heroes. 

Please print more World 
War II stories. 

- Corl Held, Oklohomo City 

'Birth of a War' 

As a retired U.S. military 
officer, I was shocked and 
ashamed at the tone of "Birth of 
a War" (October). It is racist, 



inflammatory and self-defeat- 
ing. We are not at war with 
Islam or the Muslim world. 
We are fighting a somewhat 
organized group of disenfran- 
chised criminal thugs who have 
hijacked a religion to prey on 
the ignorance of those who 
believe in it, and those who 
don't understand it. 

In case America has forgotten, 
this is a country founded on the 
principle of religious freedom, 
and I happen to be privileged to 
know a few fellow officers who 
happen to be Muslim. I hope 
they haven't read this article. 
If they have, I pray they have 
more tolerance and good sense 
than the author and the editors 
of this magazine. 

- Henry W. "Hank" Pusser, Leesburg, Vo. 

Windfall profits tax on oil 

I am amazed at Sen. David 
Vitter's response to the question 
of supporting a windfall profits 
tax on oil companies (Big 
Issues, October). When are 
elected representatives such as 
Vitter going to realize they need 
to look at the situation from the 
perspective of the general 
public? My father, a veteran of 
both World War II and the 
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Korean War, is sitting at home 
unable to afford gasoline and 
missing what should be manda- 
tory health checks, all because 
the oil industry lacks morality. 

-Jeff Anderson, Boiling Springs, S.C. 

October's Big Issues clearly 
points out Sen. Claire McCas- 
kill's complete ignorance of 
economics. She does not under- 
stand business and apparently 
has no clue about how the oil 
industry operates. 

In sync with her Democrat 
friends, she seems intent on 
bringing our economy to its 
knees through more taxation. 
Also painfully apparent is her 
desire for a socialist state, in 
which wealth is redistributed by 
government entities to achieve 
mediocrity and dependence. 

I can only hope that people 
from Missouri are ashamed 
enough of this dreadfully 
uninformed woman to remove 
her from office. 

- Charles Busbey, 
Dripping Springs, Texas 

'The Russo-Georgian War' 

The excellent article by George 
Friedman about the Russian- 
Georgian war (October) portrays 
the true face of Russian double- 
faced politics and tactics in their 
so-called "sphere of influence." 

Russia's incursion into Georgia 
was clearly meant as a shot 
across the bow - a warning to 
others, primarily Ukraine - that 
it will not tolerate NATO expan- 
sion in the area. 

It is important that the 
West stop pretending Russia 
is an evolving democracy 
and see Prime Minister Vladi- 



mir Putin for what he is. Once 
KGB, always KGB. 

- Alexander I. Klecor, North Brunswick, N.J. 

I take exception to the tone of 
the Russian-Georgian war 
article. Regarding Russia, 
paranoia is an innate part of its 
national consciousness. The 
people are ever visualizing plots, 
real or imagined. The tone of the 
article suggests we somehow 
forced them into a heavy-handed 
action: "Russians became 
convinced that the U.S. was 
engaged in a plan of strategic 
encirclement and strangulation." 
Ridiculous! Russia has been flat 
on its back for the past 15 years. 
Why didn't we do something 
sooner? The article also ignores 
the fact that many of the former 
Soviet republics are sick of 
Russia and genuinely want closer 
ties with the West. 

- Daniel St. John, Woodbury, Vt. 

'Check the Math' 

As the article "Check the 
Math" (Rapid Fire, October) 
acknowledges, it is difficult to 
get an accurate fix on the 
number of Americans without 
health insurance. However, 
figures quoted from virtually 
every source include an estimat- 
ed 12 million to 20 million illegal 
aliens in the country. No one 
should include non-citizens in 
their counts, and certainly no 
one anticipates providing 
insurance to individuals 
who shouldn't even be in the 
United States. 

We need to stop making it 
attractive for people to come 
here illegally. 

- David H. Towle, Ellicott City, Md. 



'The Heart of the Matter' 

The article "The Heart of the 
Matter" (Living Well, October) 
was very informative and much 
appreciated. Everything in the 
article was factual and should 
give readers an alternative to 
high-priced statin drugs. 

Please continue to publish 
articles about alternative medi- 
cine. Everyone who takes any 
kind of prescription medicine 
should know there are alterna- 
tive solutions to their health 
problems that, for the most part, 
have none of those nasty side 
effects you hear about in every 
prescription-drug television ad. 
- Paul Lukacs, Indian Rocks Beach, Fla. 

'The Most Dangerous Spy' 

Roger Meyers' October article 
was great. It's important to know 
what presidential candidates 
John McCain and Barack Obama 
think, and to read about Russia 
flexing its muscles in Georgia, 
but I can get that from the 
news. If it weren't for this 
article, I probably would never 
have known about that amaz- 
ing woman, Virginia Hall. 
I thank you. 

- Phil Kline, Dimondale, Mich. 

Clarification 

An uncaptioned photo of a 
soldier receiving rehabilitative 
treatment at Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center ("The Four 
Pillars," September) is meant to 
be illustrative of the many 
recovering patients helped by 
American Legion service officer 
Jerry Johnson, who has an 
office on post at Walter Reed. 
Johnson is not photographed 
in the layout. 
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5,000 U.S. Gold Coins Authorized for immediate Release 



The United States Rare Coin and Bullion Reserve 
Vault Facilities today announce the final release of 
5,000 U.S. Gov't Issued Gold Coins previously 
held in The West Point Depository/US. Mint. For 
a limited time, U.S. citizens will have the opportu- 
nity to purchase these $5 Gov't Issued Gold Coins 
for the incredible "at-cost" price of only $99.00 
per coin. An amazing price because these U.S. 
Gov't Issued Gold Coins are completely free of 
dealer markup. That's correct, our cost. This may 
be your final opportunity to buy U.S. Gov't Issued 
Gold Coins "at-cost." The Gold market, which has 
recently skyrocketed past $800 an ounce, is still 
predicted by experts to have the explosive upside 
potential of reaching up to $2,000/oz. in the future. 
During this special offer, a limit of ten U.S. Gov't 
Issued Gold Coins per household will be strictly 
adhered to. The United States Rare Coin and Bul- 
lion Reserve will release these U.S. Gov't Issued 
Gold Coins "at-cost" on a first-come, first-serve 
basis. Orders that are not immediately received or 
reserved with the order center could be subject to 
cancellation and your checks returned uncashed. 
Good luck. We hope that everyone will have a 
chance to purchase this special U.S. Gov't Issued 
Gold "at-cost." Order your Gold immediately 
to avoid disappointment. Special arrangements 
can be made for Gold purchases over $50,000. 




Authorized by Congress: Public law 99-185 




By Executive Order of Congress Public Law 99- 
185, Americans can now buy new Government 
Issued Gold. Congressionally authorized United 
States Gold Coins provide American citizens with 
a way to add physical Gold to their financial port- 
folios. Gold American Eagles are made from solid 
Gold mined here in America, forged at the U.S. 
Mint at West Point, and produced with a U.S. Dol- 
lar denomination... making them Legal Tender 
United States Gold Coins. They are highly liquid, 
easily transportable, and, unlike paper assets, Ameri- 
can Gold Eagles have a tangible value you can feel 



each time you hold your own Gold. Though no one, 
including The United States Rare Coin and Bullion 
Reserve, can guarantee a Gold Coin's future value 
will go up or down, numerous experts are predicting 
Gold to reach $2,000/oz. Now is the time to consider 
converting part of your paper assets into Gold. The 
United States Rare Coin and Bullion Reserve has 
a limited supply and urges you to make your vault 
reservations immediately. Call a Sr. Gold Specialist 
at 1-800-514-9034 to start your Gold portfolio and 
begin protecting your wealth today. If you've been 
waiting to move your money into Gold, the time is now. 



BEGINNING TODAY, TELEPHONE ORDERS WILL BE 
ACCEPTED ON A FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVE BASIS 
ACCORDING TO THE TIME AND DATE OF THE ORDER. 



ONLY 



$ 99 



00 



EACH 
VAULT CODE: AL22-99 



^ ii ™ ii ^ «^xx ^ „ _ „ T , SPECIAL AT-COST OFFER LIMITED TO PURCHASES OF 

Call Toll Free 24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week 10 coins per household ($990) plus shipping & 

INSURANCE. MINIMUM ORDER 5 GOLD COINS. 

1-800-514-9034 united states 
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COMMANDER'S MESSAGE 



A tale of two clauses 

Attorneys for the ACLU and other groups continue to chip away at our 
country's Christian heritage, filing and winning frivolous lawsuits that 
have banned the Ten Commandments, Latin crosses, Boy Scouts of 
America and the Pledge of Allegiance from public display, gathering or 
utterance. These cases revolve around the "separation of church and 
state" doctrine, descended from two brief statements contained in our 
First Amendment: the establishment clause and the free-exercise clause. 

The establishment clause ("Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion... ") protects us from the evils of state-mandat- 
ed religion. The free-exercise clause (" ...or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof... ") guarantees our right to practice the religion of our choice. 

These two clauses, taken together or separately, do not authorize 
our courts to remove religious symbols from public display. They 
do not prohibit the public utterance of religious convictions. They 
do not justify monetary gain by those who are "offended" by such 
religious expression. 

The establishment and free-exercise clauses do not imply a complete 
separation of church from state; that arrangement certainly did not 
exist when the Constitution was ratified in 1787. So why is the establish- 
ment clause being used in the 21st century to extort millions of dol- 
lars from local governments that permit public monuments with Chris- 
tian symbols? 

When Thomas Jefferson wrote a letter in 1802 that mentioned a "wall 
of separation" between church and state, he wrote that phrase with a 
specific intent: churches have the right to practice their faiths without 
federal interference. Jefferson's comment had nothing to do with the 
removal of "offensive" Christian symbols from public land. 

Two centuries later, Jefferson's "wall of separation" has been twisted 
into a crusade that threatens our thousands of war memorials with 
extinction; if they are engraved with a cross symbol, they are fair game 
for demolition. That's why the cross at the Mojave Desert Memorial is 
currently shrouded in tarpaulin: someone claimed it violated the "sepa- 
ration" doctrine, and the 9th Circuit Court agreed. 

The problem is, these court cases fail to recognize the historical and 
cultural significance of our Christian symbols. We cannot erase our own 
history, as the Ministry of Truth did in Orwell's "1984." We cannot 
pretend to be a godless state, as the Soviet Union did. The free-exercise 
clause protects our freedom of religion, but it is being used by some to 
denigrate the spiritual dimension of our national history - and make a 
lot of money along the way. 

Many towns and municipalities have refrained from defending 
themselves in lawsuits filed over the public display of religious 
symbols. They simply can't afford to pay the legal fees, which can 
be quite substantial. 

The American Legion has urged Congress to amend the Civil Rights 
Attorney Fees Act of 1976, so that attorneys can no longer earn money 
from frivolous establishment-clause lawsuits. Until the Supreme Court 
weighs in on this issue, we can at least try to make lawyers pursue such 
absurd litigation on their own dimes. 
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National Commander 
David K. Rehbein 



MEMORANDA 

PERA LEGISLATION: A 2007 bill 
introduced in Congress by Rep. 
Dan Burton, R- Ind., and Sen. Sam 
Brownback, R-Kan., would prohibit 
lawyers from collecting fees and 
expenses in establishment-clause 
lawsuits that involve veterans 
memorials, public and federal 
buildings, official seals and Boy 
Scouts of America. 

Unfortunately, this legislation is 
languishing in House and Senate 
committees. S. 415 and H.R. 725 
need to be passed; otherwise, 
harassing lawsuits that allege 
civil-rights violations from the 
public expression of religion will 
continue to be filed. 

Contact your legislative 
representatives and ask them to 
support passage of the Veterans 
Memorials, Boy Scouts, Public 
Seals and Other Public Expressions 
of Religion Protection Act. 



★ * * TO HONOR YOUR SERVICE TO COUNTRY * * * 

EXCLUSIVE UNITED STATES MILITARY 

BIRTHSTONE WATCHES 

Personalized with Your Birthstones, Wlonogram, Initials, Service Years and Post Number 



We proudly present our exclusive 
Military Birthstone watches, to honor I 
those who have served our Country in the U.S. I 
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast | 
Guard, Merchant Marines and Seabees. 

The special dial is minted like a fine coin and ! 
captures every fine detail of your Service R 
Branch Emblem. A genuine diamond is set 
at 12 O'clock. 



iaays. 

Thank You priced at just $125*, an 
affordable payment plan is available with 
no interest. This fine watch is designed by 
and created exclusively for Veterans 
, Commemoratives™. It is not sold 



As a final touch or exclusivity, your 
watch back will be engraved with 
your initials, years of service and Post 
Number along with a monogram of 
your choice on the band, below the 
dial. The watch is delivered to you in a handsome 
i gift box - perfect for Father's Day, Birthdays 
and Holidavs. 



The unique dress bracelet is customized 
with four brilliant birthstones and your 
personal monogram. The golden 
watch bezel, with etched roman 
numerals frames the dial, and touches 
of genuine 24 karat gold complete 



The precision quartz watch I 
movement keeps accurate time I 
within seconds per month, and 1 
provides years of dependable service. 




in stores. Your satisfaction is 
guaranteed 100% or return within 30 
1 days for a refund or replacement. 
5} So, order today with confidence. 

You have earned the right to 
wear this unique watch as a 
permanent reminder of your special 
place in history. 



1-800-255-3048^ W$ - 

/V 



Mon - Fri from 9am - 5pm EST Have Credit Card ready when ordering. 



rLAij 1 1IN 

WITH EACH ORDER 




BIRTHSTONES ARE SIMULATED 



mail to: Veterans Commemoratives™ Watch Order Center 
Two Radnor Corp. Ox, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 190874599 

□ YES. I wish to order a Diamond Service Branch Watch 
featuring my Birthstone and Monogram, as follows: 

□Army DNavy □ Air Force □ Marine Corps DCoast Guard 
□ Merchant Marine (not shown) DSeabee (not shown) 

BIRTHSTONE MONTH ( 1 ) : MONOGRAM ( 1 ) : 

INITIALS DESIRED (3): YRS. SERVED: to 

POST NUMBER: 

I WISH TO PAY AS FOLLOWS: 

□ Enclosed is my check or money order for $125* per watch payable 
to "Veterans Commemoratives" as payment in full, OR 

□ Charge my credit card $125* per watch as payment in full, OR 

□ Charge my credit card in four monthly installments of $31.25* each. 

* Plus $12.95 per watch for engraving, shipping & handling. PA residents add 6% sales tax. 



CC#:_ 



CREDIT CARD: 

□VISA □ MASTER CARD CAMEX □DISCOVER 



. exp._ 



SIGNATURE: 

SHIPPING ADDRESS (We CANNOT ship to P.O. Boxes)Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 



Address:. 



City:. 



. State:_ 



.Zip, 



Daytime Phone # (_ 



©2008 ICM BRS WAT- ALM- 1208 



FOR OTHER FINE MILITARY WATCHES & RINGS VISIT VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES ™ ONLINE AT VETCOM.COM 



BIG ISSUES 



Repeal "Don't Ask, Don't Tell 7 policy 




SUPPORT 



Rep. Susan Davis, D-Calif. 

■ Davis serves as chairwoman of the 
Military Personnel Subcommittee. 




OPPOSE 

Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Calif. 

■ Hunter served as chairman of the 
House Armed Services Committee. 



I was proud this summer to convene the first 
congressional hearing on the "Don't Ask, Don't 
Tell" (DADT) policy since its inception 15 years 
ago. I believe it is important to have a conversation 
about this policy and the impact it is having on 
readiness, especially with 
multiple tours, recruitment 
challenges and shortages of 
personnel with critical skills. 

In my view, DADT hurts our 
nation's military readiness. 
I came to this position after 
talking with many service- 
members - active duty, reserve 
and retired - and concluding that the open service 
of gay men and women need not present an 
operational problem. 

More than 12,000 servicemembers have been 
discharged from the service under DADT, includ- 
ing nearly 800 servicemembers with skills deemed 
"mission-critical" by the Department of Defense. 
This leads to the question of how many quality 
people are choosing not to serve their country 
because they can't serve openly and honestly. 

Some say lifting the ban on gays and lesbians 
serving in the military will negatively impact unit 
cohesion and morale. Yet many servicemembers 
admit to currently serving with others they know 
to be gay, without any impact on cohesion or 
morale. Several countries allow gay men and 
women to openly serve in their militaries, without 
experiencing the problems that opponents of 
lifting the ban are claiming. 

If the ban on gays serving openly is lifted, our 
men and women in uniform will do what they 
have always done: put their mission and their 
country first. They are eminently professional and 
can handle a change in policy. Adm. Mike Mullen, 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs, says that if the policy 
is changed, the services will make it work. 



THE HEART OF THE ISSUE 

Advocates of repealing "Don't Ask, 
Don't Tell" say the change would 
positively impact readiness and recruiting. 
Opponents argue it would undermine unit 
cohesion and be unfair to those whose 
morals reject homosexual conduct 



During my many visits to Iraq, I have watched 
America's soldiers and Marines undertake diffi- 
cult and dangerous missions under extremely 
harsh conditions. 
The war in Iraq has all the conditions of dan- 
gerous ground combat: 
soldiers and Marines bond- 
ing in close-knit units, 
living in close quarters and 
sharing values that inspire 
them to risk their lives for 
their brothers and sisters in 
arms, and our nation. 
Against this backdrop, 
liberals in Congress are again making another 
attempt to force open homosexuals into the 
U.S. military population. 

In a media question-and-answer session last 
year, Marine Gen. Peter Pace, former chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, stated his personal view 
that homosexuality was immoral. Pace's com- 
ments reflect the overwhelming sentiment of our 
Marines and soldiers toward homosexual con- 
duct. These moral principles also reflect the 
position of the predominantly conservative 
families who send their young men and women 
to serve in the U.S. military. 

It is not fair, nor conducive to unit cohesion, 
for young Americans whose moral principles 
reject homosexual conduct to be forced to live 
and operate in close quarters with those who 
exercise such conduct, just to satisfy liberals in 
the U.S. political system. 

The United States possesses the best fighting 
force in the world, and any proposed changes 
impacting the operability of our military, regard- 
less of their social significance to liberals, must 
be blocked outright by Congress. 

Current policy barring homosexual conduct 
should be maintained. 



CONTACT YOUR LEADERS 

The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 • Phone: (202) 224-3121 

The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 • Phone: (202) 225-3121 
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WarmShirts^ 



shirts for only 




r 

NEW! 
Big & Tall 
y^izes too' 




Watch the game or take a nap! 

You get the softness, comfort, and fleecy 
warmth of a sweatshirt — inside & out! 
Handsome enough to wear out to dinner, 
too. Neat collar, front pocket with eyeglass 
loop, & 4-button front for on/off ease. 
Banded bottom for a relaxed fit. Made 
of easy-care polyester/cotton for quick 
wash and dry. This special offer 
won't last, order today! 

NOW 
UNDER 

$ 10 

per shirt! 




' I/' 
i Habernickel 

#1 Bargain Place, Jessup, 
PA 18434-1834 



Haband.com 



800-543-4810 



WarmShirts 



3 for 29 



99* 



4 for 38.50 5 for 47.25 



Haband #1 Bargain Place, Jessup, PA 18434-1834 
Send shirts. I enclose $ On- Line Quick Order 



Imported 



purchase price plus $5.99 toward 

postage. In GA add sales tax 



Regular Sizes: S(34-36) 
M(38-40) L(42-44) XL(46-48) 
*Big Men ($3 more each): 
2XL(50-52) 3XL(54-56) 4XL(58-60) 
TALL Sizes ($3 more each): LT(42-44) 
XLT(46-48) 2XLT(50-52) 3XLT(54-56) 



© 7EK-15357 


WHAT 
SIZE? 


HOW 
MANY? 


07 1 CHARCOAL 






iol 








HD BURGUNDY 






EMI 






U7\ VANILLA 






EB NAVY 







□ Visa 
Card #_ 



□ MasterCard □ Discover® Network 



□ AmEx 
Exp.: 



□ Check 

_/ 



r Mr. Mrs. Ms. 

Address 

City & State _ 
Email 



. Apt. # . 



.Zip. 



100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of Purchase Price at Any Time! 



LIVING WELL 



Winter exercise 

"With a little planning and 
creativity, you can step up to the 
challenges of winter exercise," 
the Mayo Clinic recently claimed. 

Here are a few tips: 

• To help you stay motivated, 
focus on the benefits of exercise, 
work out with a friend, and set 
aside 30 minutes for physical 
activity several times a week. 

• If you exercise indoors, get 
creative by walking in the mall, 
joining a health club, swimming 
at an indoor pool or investing in 
home-exercise equipment. 

• If you exercise outdoors, get 
your doctor's OK. For some, 
cold air can trigger chest pain 
or asthma attacks. 

When exercising outdoors during 
winter, dress in layers. Remember 
to wear a hat and gloves, and 
choose appropriate gear. Wear 
reflective clothing at dusk or night. 
Don a helmet for skiing, 
snowboarding and snowmobiling. 

In addition: 

• Use sunscreen. Snow reflects the 
sun's rays, so a sunburn is possible 
even when you're cold. 

• Head into the wind. You're less 
likely to get chilled on the way 
back if you end your workout 
with the wind at your back. 

• Drink water or sports 
drinks before, during and 
after your workouts. 

• Pay attention to wind chill. If the 
temperature dips below zero or 
the wind chill is below -20 degrees, 
choose an indoor activity instead. 

www.mayoclinic.com/health/ 
fitness/hq01681 



Living Well is designed to 
provide general information. It 
is not intended to be, nor is it, 
medical advice. Readers should 
consult their physicians when 
they have health problems. 



Maybe what we need is a nap 



BY KATHY SUMMERS 

What is this stuff called sleep? 
Is it the "chief nourisher in life's 
feast," as Shakespeare declared 
in the "Macbeth eulogy" - the 
one where "sleep knits up the 
raveled sleave of care"? Or is 
sleep simply a poor substitute for 
caffeine, as today's hectic life- 
styles suggest? 

Sleep scientists soundly side 
with Shakespeare. They have 
discovered how sleep nourishes 
us in different ways. For exam- 
ple, in REM (rapid eye move- 
ment) sleep, your brain processes 
information and comes up with 
creative ideas and problem-solv- 
ing strategies. Of the big three 
sleep stages - stage 2, slow-wave 
and REM - slow-wave sleep is 
the most restorative, says Sara 
Mednick, a sleep researcher, 
assistant professor at University 
of California, San Diego, and 
author of "Take a Nap! Change 
Your Life." 

Getting enough slow-wave 
sleep increases natural growth 
hormone, which helps bone 
growth, muscle development, 
skin elasticity and memory 
consolidation. Unfortunately, 
the length of time we spend in 
slow-wave sleep decreases over 
our lifespan. "Even as early 



as age 40, there's a correlation 
between age-dependent decreas- 
es in slow-wave sleep and some 
performance decreases across 
cognitive tests," Mednick says. 
For example, we're less able 
to process and remember basic 
information, but not necessarily 
skills. "Like, if I tell you some- 
thing once, it will be harder 
for you to remember it again," 
she explains. 

Getting enough slow-wave 
sleep also helps ward off obesity. 
That's because this stage of sleep 
decreases Cortisol, a stress 
hormone that serves a purpose 
but tends to linger unnecessarily, 
leading to increases in the kind 
of abdominal fat associated with 
heart attacks and strokes. 
Skimping on sleep, in general, 
disrupts a group of hormones 
called leptins and grehlins that 
tell you when you're hungry and 
when to stop eating. 

No matter what your age and 
what the cause, poor sleep can 
mess with your metabolism, says 





"The only way to keep 
your health is to eat what 
you don't want, drink 
what you don't like, and 
do what you'd rather not." 

-Mark Twain 




Adults 18 and older 
diagnosed with 
diabetes increased 
from 5.1 percent in 
1997 to 7.9 percent in 
early 2008, according 
to a Centers for 
Disease Control 
National Health 
Interview Survey. 
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Dr. Helene A. Emsellem, director 
of the Center for Sleep and Wake 
Disorders in Chevy Chase, Md., 
and author of "Snooze ... or 
Lose!: 10 'No-War' Ways to 
Improve Your Teen's Sleep 
Habits." Whether you have 
underlying sleep apnea (tempo- 
rary, often repeated, cessation of 
breathing during sleep), chronic 
insomnia (inability to sleep or to 
remain asleep throughout the 
night), or just aren't giving 
yourself enough time in bed, 
you'll tend to steadily gain 
weight and not be able to lose 
weight if you're trying. 

As for substituting caffeine 
for sleep when you're tired, 
Mednick's latest study says that 
may help with alertness, but 
caffeine won't clear the cobwebs 
out of your memory like a good 
afternoon siesta. "Everybody in 
the caffeine group showed 
decreases in performance 
compared to the nap and com- 
pared to placebo," she says. 

Here are six strategies for 
successful sleeping: 
■ Shoot for seven 

to eight 




hours. The American Academy 
of Sleep Medicine says we 
need eight hours of sleep 
per night. Studies show that 
both sleeping too little and 
sleeping too much increases 
your risk of obesity. 
Take regular naps. "If you 
nap twice a week, you have a 
12 percent decrease in heart 
disease," Mednick says. "If you 
nap three times a week, you 
have a 37-percent decrease in 
coronary heart disease." 
Manage your medical problems. 
Chronic diseases - arthritis, for 
example - can make sleeping 
more difficult. And poor sleep 
can make these health matters 
worse. Check your medication. 
Many are associated with 
sleepiness and insomnia. When 
your doctor prescribes a new 
drug, watch what's going on 
with your sleep. If you're 
experiencing symptoms, 



talk to your doctor about 
changing your prescription. 

■ Manage your blood sugar. 

If you have diabetes and have 
difficulty controlling your 
blood sugar despite following 
your doctor's instructions, 
treating your sleep problems 
may help. "Control of blood 
sugar is intimately related to 
adequate sleep and good 
breathing and oxygenation at 
night," says Emsellem says. 

■ Practice good sleep hygiene. 
Pay attention to comfort and 
room temperature, and turn all 
the lights out when you sleep. 
Keep a regular sleep schedule 
so you're in synch with your 
brain's programming, 

Kathy Summers writes about 
health, nutrition and fitness for 
a variety of national magazines 
and custom publications. 





Vermont unseats Minnesota as nation's healthiest state 



The most recent edition of 
America's Health Rankings 
indicates that Vermont is 
the healthiest state in the 
nation. Minnesota, which 
held onto the top spot 
the previous four years 
and for 11 of the previous 
18, ranks second. 

USA Today reports that 
the rankings are based on 



20 key measures of 
wellness, including rates of 
obesity, infant mortality, 
cancer deaths and even 
high-school graduation. 

The rankings were 
compiled by the United 
Health Foundation, 
American Public Health 
Association and 
Partnership for Prevention. 



Top five 


Bottom five 


I.Vermont 


46. Tennessee 


2. Minnesota 


47. Oklahoma 


3. Hawaii 


48. Arkansas 


4. New Hampshire 


49. Louisiana 


5. Connecticut 


50. Mississippi 



www.unitedhealthfoundation.org/ahr2007 
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SAD in the winter 

WHEN FALL COMES and the 

days shorten, does your mood 
change? If so, you may have more 
than the "winter blues." You may, 
in fact, be among the 5 percent of 
Americans who suffer yearly from 
seasonal affective disorder (SAD). 

Dr. Michael Terman, director of 
the Center for Light Treatment and 
Biological Rhythms at Columbia 
University Medical Center, says 
SAD symptoms are both emotional 
and physical, and are "anchored to 
the darker months of the year." 
Emotional symptoms include 
sadness and loss of interest in 
productive activities, self-chastise- 
ment and a desire for isolation. 
Physical symptoms include leth- 
argy and weight loss, oversleeping, 
and increased food cravings 
coupled with weight gain. 

Once thought to affect more 
women than men, we now know 
that SAD is far more pervasive. 
Men also exhibit symptoms but 
are less likely to acknowledge or 
even realize depression, Terman 
says. Children and adolescents can 
also be affected. 

The culprit is our internal 
biological clock, or circadian 
rhythm, and its relation and 
dependence on the day/night 
cycle. Early morning light 
directs these rhythms. When 
the sun rises hours later, as 
it does in winter, our rhythms 
drift later - seeking the 
"wake-up" sunrise signal. 
This conflicts with our 
daily routine of sleep 
and work, which isn't 
affected by seasonal chang- 
es. Our biological clocks 
are out of step with our 
daily schedules. 

Light enters our eyes, 
falling on the inner layer 
called the retina that sends 



signals to the brain to daily reset 
the hands of our internal clock. 

Our circadian cycle is on aver- 
age about 20 minutes longer than 
our 24-hour solar cycle, and it 
responds "appropriately only to 
early morning light," Terman says. 
At other times during the day, the 
same light will have either no 
effect on the clock, or will even 
turn its hands later, which can put 
us even more out of sync. 

The treatment for SAD 
is light - specifically, 
broad spectrum white 
light therapy. Three fac- 
tors are important: light 
intensity, duration of 
exposure, and time of 
day of exposure. Improp- 
erly administered therapy 
can make symptoms worse. 

For more information about 
SAD and what to look for when 
purchasing a light therapy unit, 
visit the Center for Environmental 
Therapeutics online. 
www.cet.org 





WHArS A SERVING? 

Eating smaller portions of 
food is one of the quickest 
ways to cut back on calories, 
according to the American 
Cancer Society. But in a day 
and age of "supersized" 
orders, it's also one of the 
most challenging. 

It's not difficult to recognize 
a reasonable portion of food 
if you compare it with common 
everyday objects. For example, 
the recommended amount of 
meat for a healthy meal is 
3 to 4 ounces -about 
the size of a deck of 
cards. Other visual 
markers include: 



1 oz. meat: size of 
a matchbox 

3 oz.fish: size of 
a checkbook 

1 oz. cheese: size 
of four die 

2 tablespoons of peanut 
butter: size of a ping-pong ball 

1/2 cup pasta: size of a tennis ball 

Eating at least five servings 
of vegetables and fruits each 
day is easy to do when you 
consider the size of 
one serving: 

1 medium apple or orange: 

the size of a tennis ball 

1 cup vegetables or fruit: 

the size of a baseball 

1 medium potato: the size 
of a computer mouse 

1/4 cup dried fruit 
(raisins, apricots, mango): 

a small handful 

1 cup of lettuce: four leaves 

To help you learn what to 
eat and how much, the 
American Cancer Society 
offers a wallet-sized portion 
guide that can be downloaded 
from the Web. 

www.cancer.org/docroot/ 
subsite/greatamericans/ 
content/portion _control_ 
guide.asp 
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Attention: 
Everyone eligible 
for Medicare 



Medicare only covers about 




of Part B expenses. 



The other 




is up to you. 



An AARP Medicare Supplement Insurance Plan could save 
you thousands of dollars in out-of-pocket expenses * 



Legal Disclosures: 
**United HealthCare Insurance 
Company pays a fee to AARP 
and its affiliate for use of the 
AARP trademark and other 
services. Amounts paid are used 
for the general purposes of 
AARP and its members. 

AARP Health Care Options 
is the name of AARP's health 
insurance and service program. It is 
not the insurer. Insured by United 
HealthCare Insurance Company," 1 " 
Fort Washington, PA (United 
HealthCare Insurance Company of 
New York, Islandia, NY, for New 
York residents). +Not connected 
with or endorsed by the U.S. 
Government, the Federal Medicare 
Program, Social Security, or any 
other government agency. All 
certificates/plans may not be 
available in your state/area. 
Policy Form No. GRP 79171 
GPS- 1 (G-3600O4). In some states, 
plans may be available to persons 
eligible for Medicare by reason of 
disability. Call to receive complete 
information, including benefits, costs, 
limitations, and exclusions. 

Juliette Cubanski, Molly Voris, 
Michelle Kitchman, Tricia Neuman, 
Lisa Potetz, & The Kaiser Family 
Foundation, Medicare Chartbook, 
Third Edition, Summer 2005. 
<http://www.l<ff.org/medicare/7 
284.cfm>, (December 6, 2006), p. 32. 
This is a Solicitation of Insurance. 

AS62I (12/06) 



Medicare alone can leave you with big expenses. That's why millions 
of people just like you have chosen an AARP Medicare Supplement 
Insurance Plan, insured by United HealthCare Insurance Company. 
Other great reasons for choosing the only Medicare supplement 
insurance plans endorsed by AARP** include: 

• Freedom to choose your own doctors 
and hospitals 

• No referrals needed — ever — to 
see specialists 

• Competitive prices just for AARP members 

• Help from Personal Health Insurance advisors 

• Virtually no claim forms to fill out 

We want to help you better understand your health insurance options 
with a free information kit. There's no obligation, so get yours today. 

Call for your free information kit now — 
even if youVe not an AARP member yet. 
I -866-643-0433, code XB4 

This is a group Medicare supplement policy and you must be an AARP member 
to purchase this product. 




y^Jj^P Health Care 



Options® 



Medicare Supplement Insurance 



United HealthCare 
Insurance Company 




The fact that some of the stuff we purchase may be painted 
or assembled by people imprisoned for their religious beliefs 
should give us all pause, especially at Christmastime. 

BY ALAN W. DOWD 




s you go about your Christmas shopping this season, odds are you'll find three little words 
on almost every package: "Made in China." For those of us who believe in free trade and free 
markets, there is nothing wrong with the tidal wave of Chinese goods flooding into America - 
unless those goods cause harm or injury. Regrettably, that's exactly what has happened over the past few 
years, as China's world-class economy and Third-World quality standards have conspired to churn out 
products that endanger American lives. 



Deadly Imports. The cases range from poisoned 
pet food and contaminated hog feed to toxic 
toothpaste and defective tires. But the best-known 
cases involve lead-tainted toys. Some 20 million 
toys manufactured in China were recalled in 2007, 
after it was discovered they contained high levels 
of lead. Mattel recalled 9 million toys, including 
Barbie dolls and merchandise for the animated 
movie "Cars," when the company learned that the 
toys included lead paint and faulty magnets that 
were prone to fall off. 

According to a Pittsburgh Tribune-Review report, 
7.3 million Polly Pocket dolls were recalled due to 
shoddy construction, along with 967,000 Fisher- 
Price toys, 250,000 SpongeBob SquarePants 
address books, and 1.5 million Thomas & Friends 
Railway toys - all due to unacceptable lead levels. 

Just how high is "unacceptable"? The Consumer 
Product Safety Commission (CPSC) sets the 
acceptable level of lead at 600 parts per mil- 
lion (ppm). In 2007, scientists found lead levels 
between 2,700 ppm and 39,000 ppm in Halloween- 
related items made in China. Investigators even 
discovered Halloween toys filled with kerosene. 

Tainted toys are more than just an annoyance. 
Lead poisoning is a serious health issue, especially 
for children younger than 3. Specifically, it can 
hinder development of the brain and nervous 
system, leading to higher rates of behavioral 
problems and lower intelligence levels, says Dr. 
Dana Best of the American Academy of Pediatrics. 

Since 2003, according to an Associated Press 
report, at least one child has died and 19 have 
undergone surgery after swallowing magnets 
shoddily attached to Polly Pocket dolls. In another 
instance, this one involving toy building sets, one 
child died and four were badly injured after 
swallowing small magnets. 

Yet children's toys are not the only dangerous 
imports from China. AP reports that at least 81 
deaths and 785 "severe allergic reactions" have 
been traced to contaminated heparin "made from 



ingredients imported from China." It appears that 
a Chinese plant was cutting corners to save money 
on the anti-clotting drug, using what The Balti- 
more Sun calls a "chemical modified to look like 
heparin's main ingredient." 

In the understated words of Robert Parkinson, 
president of drug manufacturer Baxter Internation- 
al, "The complexity of the global drug supply 
chain creates new and emerging risks that call for 
new ways of thinking about, identifying and 
addressing vulnerabilities." 

Those vulnerabilities are growing. There are 
already 3,300 overseas pharmaceutical plants 
producing drugs for U.S. consumption. In 2007, 
the FDA received 500 applications to produce 
generic drugs from Chinese firms and just 
150 from U.S.-based companies. 

The list of deadly Chinese imports includes 
contaminated feed eaten by about 6,000 hogs, 
60 million units of pet food with poisonous 
melamine that had to be recalled (no one 
really knows how many pets died), and 
450,000 defective tires. 

Cheaper Goods. There's an old saying: "It's better 
to fix the problem than to fix the blame." But 
sometimes fixing the problem requires us to 
identify who's to blame. Arguably, the lethal 
problem of tainted Chinese imports has two 
causes: America's insatiable appetite for ever- 
cheaper goods and China's cold focus on revenue 
rather than consumers. 

Americans are quintessential consumers and, 
thanks to Madison Avenue, we are continually 
pumped with the motivation to keep consuming. 
But we want to get the most for our money. And 
that's where those three little words - Made in 
China - come into play. Factories in China churn 
out goods for Americans more cheaply than 
U.S. factories. This helps to explain why the United 
States imported $321 billion in Chinese goods in 
2007, why 80 percent of the toys Americans buy 
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are imported from China, and why the U.S. trade 
deficit with China has swelled from $49 billion to 
$256 billion over the past decade. 

Americans helped create this global market- 
place, and we have benefited from it in many 
ways. The increasingly interconnected economies 
of the United States and China are lowering labor 
costs, saving us money and making both sides of 
the Pacific richer. For instance, with exports to the 
United States growing by some 1,600 percent since 
the early 1990s, China's economy has expanded by 
almost 10 percent annually for a quarter-century, 
enabling the People's Republic to move 300 million 
of its subjects out of poverty. 

Likewise, "American economists estimate that 
the U.S. is as much as $70 billion richer each year 
because of its relationship with China," according 
to the Discovery Channel miniseries "People's 
Republic of Capitalism." For example, the report 
points to Apple's iPod, designed in the United 
States and assembled in China. At $299 per unit, 
each iPod nets Apple an $80 profit and the Chinese 
assembly plant a $4 profit. 

Better Inspections. As we are learning, this 
high-volume, high-speed and high-profit economic 
relationship with China also presents challenges 
and risks. Congressional documents indicate that 
U.S. imports have quadrupled since the CPSC was 
created in 1974, even as the CPSC's staff shrank to 
400, "fewer than half the number of staff when the 
agency was established." Likewise, the number of 
full-time FDA employees conducting inspections 



on food imports decreased from 2003 to 2007, 
although imported food accounts for a hefty 
13 percent of the average American's diet. In fact, 
Americans are importing $65 billion in food 
products each year, nearly double the value of 
food imports in 1994. 

Of course, blaming U.S. screening and inspec- 
tion systems for defective and even deadly imports 
is akin to blaming the security guard for a bank 
robbery. The factories producing these goods 
bear the primary responsibility, and they are 
located in China. 

As Sen. Bill Nelson, D-Fla., said, "We were 
letting the Chinese industry police itself, and it 
wasn't doing it, and the government of China 
wasn't doing the inspecting." In other words, a 
system focused solely on production and profit, 
and unconcerned about safety and standards, has 
to be policed by someone. Toward that end, the 
Bush administration proposed basing inspectors 
overseas, a practice that would parallel the suc- 
cessful Container Security Initiative, which 
deploys U.S. Customs officials to the world's 
busiest ports to screen containers bound for the 
United States. 

In addition, Congress is beefing up the CPSC and 
other government watchdogs. For example, the 
Consumer Product Safety Modernization Act, 
which became law last summer, increases the 
number of CPSC employees 
by 500, adds dozens of £ ~ hilliofl 

additional "overseas produc- /JiM V* ni ^ 
tion facility inspectors" 



Raking in our bucks and buying our future 

Each year, our trade deficit with China continues to grow. 
Beijing uses its surplus to buy U.S. Treasury bonds. That way, 
Washington can spend more than just our tax dollars. But 
what happens if China stops buying our bonds? 




Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
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The Perfect Gift with Christmas Delivery Guaranteed 
... call toll free at 1-866-768-6517 



MAKE IT 
PERSONAL 

with your names 
together forever 

It is said that the original Lover's Knot 
was created by sailors in the 16th cen- 
tury to remind them of their loves 
while they were at sea. The two 
entwined knots were meant to symbol- 
ize two lovers coming together as one. 
Now, this legendary emblem has been 
realized in the "Lover's Knot Diamond 
Ring" — an exclusive that you can make 
even more personal. 

Exclusively Designed ... 
Exquisitely Hand-crafted 
A stunning solitaire diamond set 
in rich 10k white and yellow gold 
is the striking centerpiece of 
the design, flanked by sparkling pave 
of 10 diamonds. The final touch is your 
names engraved ... forever ... inside. 
Your Engraved Names 

Joined Together Forever 
A precious keepsake or the perfect 
gift, the "Lover's Knot Diamond Ring" 
comes complete with a Certificate of 
Authenticity and gift box, it's a superb 
value at $348, payable in 6 monthly 
installments of $58 and backed by our 
120-day guarantee. To reserve a ring in 
your name, send no money now; Just 
mail the Reservation Application. 
Or. call us toll free, today, at 1-866-768- 
6517. 24 hours a day 7 days a week, for 
guaranteed holiday delivery! f And be 
sure to indicate the size and names you 
want engraved. 

collectiblestoday.com 

Home of The Bradford Exchange and All Things Collectible 



Diamond Ring 




Exquisite solitaire diamond 
surrounded by a pave of 10 diamonds 



10k white & yellow gold 



To find your ring size, use the guide 
below. Place a ring that you know is the 
right size on the chart and match a cir- 
cle with the inside of your ring. Whole 
and half sizes 5-10 are available. If 
your ring size falls between two circle, 
order the half size in between. 



ho 



:6 



18 



RESERVATION APPLICATION 
THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE 

P.O. Box 806, Morton Grove, IL 60053-0806 

YES. Please reserve the "Lover's Knot Diamond Ring," with names indicated below engraved, for 
me as described in this announcement. 

Ring Size Please be sure to indicate TWO names. Maximum of 10 characters per name. 



Name #1 



Name #2 



Signature, 



Mr. Mrs. Ms.. 
Address 



Name (Please Print Clearly) 



City 

fWe must receive your initial payment by 12/17/08 to guarantee 
Christmas delivery. Call toll free today 1-866-768-6517, 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week for quickest delivery. 



_State_ 



_Zip_ 



01 -03939-001 -E94991 

*Plus a total of $ 1 5 shipping and service. Subject to 
product availability and order acceptance. 



©2008 BGE 01-03939-001-BIG8 




On Aug. 1, 2007, Mattel's Fisher-Price division recalled 1.5 million Chinese- 
made toys featuring characters such as Dora the Explorer and Elmo. 
About 967,000 were sold in the United States that summer, ap/rossd. Franuin 



and boosts the agency's budget by 27 percent. 
As the Congressional Research Service reports, 
the new law also: 

■ Requires third-party testing and certification of 
products used by children; 

■ Treats any lead-tainted product made for 
children ages 7 or younger as a banned 
hazardous substance; 

■ Lowers the lead threshold at which paint 
becomes a banned hazardous product; 

■ Establishes a database of violations of consumer 
product safety rules; and, 

■ Bans importation of toys manufactured by 
companies with persistent patterns of product 
hazards or public risk/injury. 

In an interview with The Wall Street Journal, 
Nancy Nord, acting chair of the CPSC, described 
implementation of the new law as "challenging." 
It pays to recall that the commission is responsible 
for some 15,000 products. 

Janet Woodcock, head of the FDA's Center for 
Drug Evaluation, has called for $225 million in 
new funding to bring foreign drug inspection 
facilities up to the level of U.S.-based facilities. 
That would be 20 times more than current funding 
for foreign drug inspection. 

In addition, U.S. companies are taking steps to 
ensure safer imports. Mattel has promised to start 
testing Chinese-made toys in its own laboratories 
or in Mattel-certified labs. As The Wall Street 
Journal reports, Toys R Us is requiring its suppliers 
to "meet stricter lead standards" and date-code 
items before shipping. 

But even as U.S. agencies and companies 
strengthen the screening process, America should 
not absolve Beijing of responsibility. Minxin Pei, 
director of the China Program at the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace, says that 
"an incestuous relationship between the state and 
major industries" exists in China. Beijing should 



not be allowed to feign ignorance or 
claim it is powerless to enforce safety 
standards on exports. 

Bending to U.S. pressure, the Chinese 
government promised in 2007 to pro- 
hibit manufacturers from using lead 
in U.S. -bound toys. Chinese authorities 
also shut down companies that 
had been using lead-based paint on 
Mattel's toys and exporting tainted 
pet-food ingredients. 

Perhaps these efforts - by government 
and industry at home and abroad - are 
having an impact. After a rough 2007, 
China had far fewer recalls this year; in fact, 
one of the larger toy recalls in 2008 involved a 
German company. 

Of course, last September, thousands of Chinese 
infants were sickened and some died after ingest- 
ing tainted milk powder produced in China. 

Prison Labor. Even if Chinese imports are free from 
poisonous materials and defective parts, another 
more insidious problem remains. An unknown 
percentage of Chinese goods are produced in the 
country's laogai ("reform through labor") camps. 
These sprawling prisons double as factories, churn- 
ing out everything from Christmas lights and trees 
to rosaries and cheap electronics. To add further 
irony and insult to the injury, many laogai prisoners 
are sentenced simply because of their religious 
views. The fact that some of the stuff Americans 
purchase may be painted or assembled by people 
imprisoned for their religious beliefs should give us 
all pause, especially at Christmastime. 

The Laogai Research Foundation (LRF) identified 
1,100 labor camps in its 2005-2006 report, conclud- 
ing that there are "11 prisons that produce toys for 
domestic and international markets." LRF founder 
Harry Wu, himself a laogai survivor, says, "It is 
very likely that some of the toys are entering the 
United States." Pointing to Beijing's record, he asks 
a haunting question: "Is it really any wonder that 
low-quality, harmful toys are being exported to the 
U.S. and into the hands of our children?" 

It is true that the "Made in China" syndrome can 
claim successes and victims on both sides of the 
Pacific. The solution is not an end to trade, but an 
awareness of all the side effects - good and bad - 
of America's appetite and China's willingness to 
feed it at any cost. || 

Alan W. Dowd is a contributing editor for 
The American Legion Magazine. 
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The Perfect Christmas Gift for the Man Who Has Everything 

No Rifle has More History than Paul Mauser's K98 

The First and the Best, Reliable, Accurate, Strong, and Powerful; 
with control led-round feeding, gas shield and gas ports, third safety 
lug, three -posit ion firing pin-blocking safety, and German steel 
Features still unsurpassed. Based on technical merits alone, 
this Mauser rivals new rifles at twice the price* 

Twice the Value, with its remarkable history 
Involved in all major turning points of history 
in the first half of the 20th Century. 
It survived a long line of differing 
political administrations - 




from the Kaiser to Hitler* 
It bears original German 
markings, documenting 
it's production in 
WWII Germany 
or before, ^ 






1° 

The Opportunity to 

get a K98k Mauser is Now! 

It's been over 60 years! 
They're not making any more* 

Ideal for Shooting, Collecting, 
and Preserving History. 

Get Yours Now with a 

Simple Phone Call- 




Accessories shown are purchased separately. 



The Dueling Snipers at the Battle of Stalingrad 

The severe combat conditions and the role of the sniper in the Battle of Stalingrad (July '42 to 
February P 43) are realistically depicted in the film "Enemy at the Gates". The DVD is included Free. 



German 



Original German Sniper Rifle 

Mauser K98k $2,995. 




We have a few Original 
German K98k Snipers. Collector Grade is 
shown* Presentation Grades are also available. 



This late-war scope has been factory overhauled 
to US standards. It uses the long-claw mount 
allowing the iron sights to also be used. 
Includes a desktop display stand, and Law's 
authoritative book on K98k Snipers. 



Russian 



Original Russian Sniper Rifle 

Mosin M91/30 $1,495. 




The Most Successful Sniper 

In the hands of Russian snipers like Vastly 
Zeitsev and Lyudmila Pavlichenko it became the 
feared grim reaper among the officers of the 
invading German army on the Eastern Front* 



Free/ $300 German Rifle Case is 

included with any Sniper Rifle shown above. 
This is a high-quality, high-tech, metal case 
that will properly protect your valuable, 
historical sniper rifle* 




These sniper rifles are in exceptional condition 
with bright, clear optics and like-new bores . 

The optional Mosin Sniper Accessory Kit is in 
like^ new condition. It includes: 

■ Original Bayonet serial numbered to the rifle. 

• Original Sling with leather attachments. 

• Two Dual-pocket Ammo Pouches* 

• WWII Dual Oil Can carries solvent and oil 
» Jag, muzzle guide and cleaning rod handle. 

■ Mosin tool with firing pin protrusion gage. 

Mosin Accessory Kit s Only $ 295* 



f"** * as 

I* $400 r 



Call Us Before It's Too Late/ 

800-274-4124 

Service Grade K98k Mauser $249 

Standard infantry model with standard WWII 
German markings* A strong sendee model with 
the marks of military service. Not pictured 
here* Cleaned, lnspected t fully functional, safe 
to shoot. Number* may not match. 

Collector Grade K98k Mauser $399 

As Shown above , matching numbers on all six 
major components. Factory overhauled, preserved 
in military storage after the war. Bright bores, 
A Collector Grade model K98k in Beautiful 
Condition j with German codes and stamps > 
Most people buy this one. 

Special Mauser Collection s CaII 

A Collector's Dream Collection: Mauser Banner, 
Spandau, Portuguese Crest, Polish Crest, Danzig 
Crest, among others. This rare collection will 
not last long. Best You Call Us Now! 



Don't use Dangerous or 
Corrosive surplus ammo 

For the Best in 
new production 
8 mm Mauser 
Ammo, call Us. 

Hunting Ammo 
also available. 




Every rifle is carefully examined to assure 
safety, quality and function to US standards, 
American owner's manuals included. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed/ 



T 



As on the 
History 
Channel 
Ask for 
the Video 



P.O. Box 9295, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 
714-596-1013 Fax 714-848-7208 www.Mauser.org 




WHOPP 
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If you believe that Captain Kangaroo 
fought on Iwo Jima, we have 
a Nigerian prince who wants to talk to 
you about your bank account. 

BY KEN OLSEN 

IT'S SAID THAT IN 1945, a pair of Marines named 
Lee Marvin and Bob Keeshan fought in the battle 
for Iwo Jima. The latter was thousands of miles 
and a few years from achieving fame as a film 
actor and a television character named Captain 
Kangaroo. In the famous World War II battle, both 
men demonstrated such incredible valor that, 
allegedly, each earned the Navy Cross. Marvin, 
who took a bullet in the back side, later 
praised Captain Kangaroo. 

"Sgt. Keeshan was the bravest man 
I ever knew/' Marvin allegedly told 
"Tonight Show" host Johnny Carson. 
"You and the world know him 
as Captain Kangaroo." 

This unbelievable story, along with an 
excerpt of the television script quoting 
Marvin, can be found on the Internet, a 
handy resource for all kinds of other war 
stories the history books fail to mention. 
On the Web, we discover that soft-spoken 
singer John Denver was once an Army 
sniper. And Fred Rogers, the cardigan- 
clad host of the PBS children's 
program "Mister Rogers' Neighbor- 
hood," was a Navy SEAL in Vietnam 
with 25 confirmed kills. 

However, much to the embarrass- 
ment of those who view such stories 
and excitedly forward them in 
e-mails, most of them are nothing 
more than fiction. Captain Kangaroo 
and Lee Marvin were not on Iwo 
Jima. John Denver never picked off 
an enemy officer from 500 yards. 
And Mr. Rogers was Mr. Rogers, 
not a SEAL. More to the point, none of these people 
ever made such claims about themselves or others. 

It is no surprise that stories like these are 
created, inflated and perpetrated, says David P. 
Mikkelson, who co-founded Snopes.com with his 
wife, Barbara, and built it into one of the most 
widely respected fact-checking sites on the Inter- 
net. Tall tales first traveled by word of mouth, later 
by telephone, and now they zip around the world 
at the speed of the World Wide Web. They serve no 
purpose other than the amusement, perhaps, of 



whoever started the rumor. 

"Technology changes, but human nature 
doesn't/' Mikkelson says. "There's a tendency to 
portray a high-profile public person as someone 
who is just the opposite of what he is in public life. 
It's always something that shows they have a much 
darker or more sinister past than you get from 
their public image." 

Some people derive a sense of connection to 
well-known figures by exaggerating their accom- 
plishments, says Paul Edwards, senior fellow at 
the Missouri-based Center for the Study of the 
Korean War. "It's nice to know Captain Kangaroo 
is not some idiot - he's like me," Edwards says. 
"And the more important he becomes, the more 
important I become." 

It's a common human 
temptation to over-inflate a 
story, perhaps more so among 
those who served in uniform, 
or claim they did. "We keep 
running into people who 
were involved in the military 
in some way - often periph- 
eral - and make it into 
something more important 
than it was," Edwards says. 

It helps when there's a 
bit of fact to build upon. 
Both Marvin and Keeshan 
were, in fact, Marines. 
Marvin was wounded during 
the battle for Saipan, but 
neither he nor Keeshan 
earned the Navy Cross or 
fought on Iwo Jima. Keeshan 
enlisted too late to join that 
bloody battle in the Pacific. 

War whoppers extend 
beyond mythologizing public 
figures. The Web contains 
other creative embellish- 
ments, from reasons (codified 
nowhere) about how the 
U.S. Flag is folded during a 

military funeral to the rationale for notches in dog 
tags. One of the more lavish legends involves the 
origins of "Taps." A popular tale told on the Web 
claims that a Union officer found the musical score 
in the pocket of a mortally wounded Confederate 
soldier. The "Johnny Reb," according to the story, 
turned out to be the officer's son. In reality, "Taps" 
is a French bugle call that later was rewritten by a 
U.S. soldier, Mikkelson explains. 



To tell the truth 

Financial scam? 

The Better Business Bureau 
Military Service Line 
bbb.org/military 
The National Consumer's League 
www. fraud.org/tips/internet 
The Center for Responsible Lending 
www.responsiblelending.org 
The Federal Trade Commission 
www.consumer.gov 

Historical myth? 
Snopes.com 

Hoax-Slayer.com 
www.hoax-slayer.com 
Don't Spread that Hoax 
www.nonprofit.net/hoax 
Sophos 

Sophos. com/security/hoaxes 
Junk Science 
www.junkscience. com 
The Skeptics Dictionary 
Skepdic.com 

Find out if a computer virus or 
security issue is genuine 

Vmyths.com 
http://v myths, com 



Such stories, however, aren't necessarily concoct- 
ed to mislead people, but to enhance the signifi- 
cance of a person, event or thing. A few unbeliev- 
able details, true or not, often make a more 
interesting story. "We don't like to think things 
happen by happenstance," Mikkelson says. "Since 
Taps' has such an important connotation for the 
military, it has to have a connection to the military. 
You don't like to think it's something that got 
scribbled down one day and then was later reorga- 
nized. People like to think about Taps' the same 
way they think about Francis Scott Key writing 
The Star-Spangled Banner' after he watched the 
battle for Baltimore during the War of 1812." 
Storytellers often simply want to cast human 

behavior in the best light. Take the 
elevated story of a German fighter 
pilot's kindness when he came upon 
a badly damaged B-17 bomber, 
struggling to return to England 
after a tough run during World 
War II. The story goes that, instead 
of finishing off the American 
bomber and crew, the German 
pilot led the disoriented pilot 
toward safety. 

"The appeal is obvious," Mikkel- 
son says. "Even in the midst of war, 
there's still this notion of gallantry 
and fair play." 

The Web is a proven tool for 
swindlers and con artists who prey 
upon the uninformed. Members of 
the military are often specifically 
targeted. Alison Preszler, spokes- 
woman for the Better Business 
Bureau's national office, shares the 
following story: Just over a year 
ago, a kind-hearted soldier came 
across an Internet advertisement for 
a free puppy. The dog's owner was 
a missionary in Africa, the ad 
explained. The weather was too 
hot, and the dog needed to come to 
back to the United States. All the 
owner wanted in return was help covering the 
animal's airfare. 

Once the soldier wired money for shipping, he 
learned there were fees for clearing the dog through 
customs. By the time his case reached the Better 
Business Bureau, the soldier had been told the 
plane carrying his dog had crashed - and that he 
needed to wire more cash for veterinary bills. 
Such deception is not surprising. "Scammers 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

Amish mantle and miracle invention 
help home heat bills hit rock bottom 

Miracle heaters being given away free with orders for real Amish fireplace mantles to announce the invention 
that help slash heat bills 9 but Amish craftsmen under strain of Christmas rush forces household limit of 2 

Save money: only uses about 8$ electric an hour; so turn down your thermostat and never be cold again 




■ GENUINE AMISH MANTLES MADE IN THE USA: Everyone wants to save money on heat 
bills this winter, so entire Amish communities are working from the crack of dawn to finish. 
These fine real wood Amish made fireplace mantles are built to last forever. The oak mantle is 
a real steal at just two hundred ninety-eight dollars because all those who beat the order dead- 
line by calling the National Hotline at 1-800-240-5764 to order the fireplace mantles are actu- 
ally getting the imported hi-tech Fireless Flame HEAT SURGE miracle heaters for free. 



By Mark Woods 
Universal Media Syndicate 

(UMS) Everyone hates high 
heat bills. But we're all sick 
and tired of simply turning 
down the thermostat and then 
being cold. 

Well now, the popular HEAT 
SURGE® miracle heaters are 
actually being given away free 
to the general public for the 
next 7 days starting at pre- 
cisely 8:00 a.m. today. 

The only thing readers have 
to do is call the National Dis- 
tribution Hotline before the 
7-day deadline with their order 
for the handmade Amish Fire- 
place Mantle. Everyone who 
does is instantly being awarded 
the miracle heater absolutely 
free. 

This is all happening to 
announce the HEAT SURGE 
Roll-n-Glow® Fireplace which 
actually rolls from room-to- 
room so you can turn down 
your thermostat and take the 
heat with you anywhere. That 
way, everyone who gets them 
first can immediately start 
saving on their heat bills. 

Just in time for winter 
weather, portable Amish en- 
cased fireplaces are being 
delivered directly to the doors 
of all those who beat the 
deadline. 

These remarkable fireplaces 
are being called a miracle because 
they have what's being called 
the 'Fireless Flame' patented 
technology that gives you the 
peaceful flicker of a real fire 
but without any flames, fumes, 
smells, ashes or mess. Everyone 
is getting them because they 
require no chimney and no vent. 
You just plug them in. 

The Fireless Flame looks 
so real it amazes everybody 
because it has no real fire. 
So what's the catch? Well, soft 
spoken Amish craftsmen who 



take their time hand building 
the mantles have a process 
that forces a strict house- 
hold limit of 2 to keep up with 
orders. 

"We can barely keep up ever 
since we started giving heat- 
ers away free. With winter 
just around the corner, every- 
one's trying to get them. Amish 
craftsmen are working their 
fingers to the bone to be sure 
everyone gets their delivery in 
time for Christmas," confirms 
Timothy Milton, National Ship- 
ping Director. 

"These portable Roll-n-Glow 



Fireplaces are the latest home 
decorating sensation. They 
actually give you a beautifully 
redecorated room while they 
quickly heat from wall to wall. 
It's the best way to dress up 
every room, stay really warm 
and slash your heat bills all at 
the same time," says Josette 
Holland, Home Makeover Expert. 

And here's the best part. 
Readers who beat the 7-day 
order deadline are getting their 
imported hi-tech miracle heat- 
ers free when encased in the 
Amish built real wood fireplace 
mantles. The mantles are being 



handmade in the USA right 
in the heart of Amish country 
where they are beautifully hand- 
rubbed, stained and varnished. 

You just can't find custom 
made Amish mantles like this in 
the national chain stores. That 
makes the oak mantle a real 
steal for just two hundred ninety- 
eight dollars since the entire 
cost of the miracle heater is free. 

This free giveaway is the best 
way to slash heating bills and 
stay warm this fall and winter. 
The HEAT SURGE Roll-n- 
Glow Fireplace gives you zone 
heating and all the beauty and 



ADVERTISEMENT 



HJEAT SURGE® 
Fireless Flame 



How It Works: The HEAT SURGE 
miracle heater is a work of en- 
gineering genius from the China 
coast so advanced, you simply plug 
it into any standard wall outlet. It 
uses only about 8$ of electric an 
hour. Yet, it produces up to an amaz- 
ing 5,119 BTU's. An on board Powerful 
hi-tech heat turbine silently forces 
hot air out into the room so you feel 
the bone soothing heat instantly. 
It even has certification of Under- 
writers Laboratories coveted UL 
listing. It also comes with a limited 
full year replacement or money 
back warranty plus a 30-Day Satis- 
faction Guarantee. 



LISTED 
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How to get 2 free heaters 

The National Toll Free Hotlines are now open. All those who beat the 7-day order 
deadline to cover the cost of the Amish made Fireplace Mantle and shipping get the 
HEAT SURGE miracle heater free. 

A strict limit of 2 per household has been 
imposed. Since some home woodworkers 
want to build their own mantle piece, they 
are letting people get the imported miracle 
heater alone for just $ 249. Or, with the Amish 
made mantle you get the miracle heater 
free. 

Use the map below to locate the weather 
zone you live in and call the Hotline number 
for your zone. 



ON THEIR WAY: Christmas orders 
have turned country roads into pipe- 
lines to the big city delivery system. 
Everybody wants a fireplace that 
comes fully assembled with a hand- 
made Amish mantle in oak or cherry 
finish and gets delivered by truck right 
to your door. All you do is plug it in. 





Cold Zone: 2 1 

~ vr 

Claim Code: FP5814 



EVERYONE LIVING IN THE 

Frigid Zone: 1 

START CALLING AT 
8:00 A.M. TODAY 
1-800-240-5764 

FOR HEAT SURGE, LLC 3939 EVERHARD RD., CANTON OH 44709 



EVERYONE LIVING IN THE 

Cold Zone: 2 

START CALLING AT 
8:30 A.M. TODAY 

1-800-326-1627 



EVERYONE LIVING IN THE 

Frost Zone: 3 

START CALLING AT 
9:00 A.M. TODAY 

1-800-504-8093 
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warmth of a built-in fireplace 
but rolls from room-to-room 
so it can also save you a ton of 
money on heating bills. 

Even people in California and 
Florida are flocking to get them 
so they may never have to turn 
on their furnace all winter. And 
since it uses only about 8 cents of 
electric an hour the potential sav- 
ings are absolutely incredible. 

"We are making sure no one 




■ EASILY ROLLS ANYWHERE: 

This is the portable Roll-n-Glow® 
Fireplace that easily rolls from 
bedroom to living room to 
keep you warm. No vents, no 
chimney and no tools. Just 
plug it in. 



gets left out, but you better hurry 
because entire communities of 
Amish craftsmen are straining 
to keep up with demands. For 
now, we are turning away all 
dealers in order to let readers 
have two per household just as 
long as they call before the 
deadline," confirms Milton. 

It's a really smart decision 
to get two right now because 
for only the next 7 days you 




■ SAVES ON BILLS: Every 
one can get low bills and stay 
warm and cozy. The new 
Roll-n-Glow Fireplace saves 
a ton of money and makes 
your front room look like a 
million bucks. 



get both miracle heaters free. 
That's like putting five hundred 
bucks right in your pocket and 
you can save even more money 
on your monthly heating bills. 

"Everyone's calling to get one 
but those who are getting their 
Christmas shopping done early 
are surprising the whole family 
by getting two. So when lines 
are busy keep trying or log onto 
amishfireplaces.com. We promise 



■ SAFE: The Fireless Flame 
looks so real it fools every- 
body but there is no real fire. 
That makes the flame safe to 
the touch. It's where the kids 
will play and the cat and dog 
will sleep. 



to get to every call. Then we can 
have a delivery truck out to your 
door right away with your beauti- 
ful Heat Surge Roll-n-Glow Fire- 
place," Milton said. 

"You'll instantly feel bone 
soothing heat in any room. 
You will never have to be cold 
again," he said. 

On the worldwide web: 
www.amishfireplaces.com 

no wood and no smoke 



■ FREE: Get this $ 249 mira- 
cle heater free. It is being given 
away free to all who beat the 
7-day order deadline for your 
choice of the oak or cherry finish 
Amish Mantles. The free heater 
comes already encased. 




will take as much money as you will send them," 
Preszler says. 

Puppy adoption hoaxes and other tales - the 
Nigerian prince who needs your bank account 
number for a money transfer, for instance - have 
been fleecing people for decades. Cyberspace 
simply broadens the reach of hucksters. 

"The Internet means a whole lot more people are 
getting ripped off," Preszler says. "It's easier to 
perpetuate fraud by sending an e-mail to thou- 
sands of people rather than going up to thousands 
of people individually or sending thousands of 
individual letters." 

Millions of dollars are bilked from members of 
the military, some of whom fall for the advance- 
fee loan scam. This con requires the borrower to 
make some sort of advance payment to arrange a 
loan. The soldier scrapes together the money, but 
the loan never materializes. The number of 
advance-fee loan scams increased 70 percent 



between 2006 and 2007, and the trend continues. 

Why the military? "The No. 1 reason is that 
servicemembers are getting an absolutely guaran- 
teed paycheck," says Holly Petraeus, director of 
the Council of Better Business Bureaus' BBB 
Military Line program and wife of Gen. David 
Petraeus, head of U.S. Central Command and, 
until recently, commander of Multi-National Force 
Iraq. "Nobody is going to quit or be laid off." 

The U.S. military's high standards are a contrib- 
uting factor. "Servicemembers are part of an 
organization that values personal responsibility 
and adherence to regulations, and strongly 
encourages them to pay any debts," Petraeus says. 
"Scammers are well aware of that aspect of 
military culture and will often threaten military 
personnel with the UCMJ (Uniform Code of 
Military Justice) or getting them in trouble with 
their chain of command if they don't 
pay up." 



Web misses half the story of the B-17 escorted to safety 




To say that Lt. Charles L. Brown's B-17 
Flying Fortress bomber was limping by 
the time it encountered that last 
German fighter is like dismissing a 
heart attack as a chest cold. Anti- 
aircraft fire and other enemy fighters 
had shredded much of the airplane. 
The compass was out. Two engines 
were dead. Worst of all, the plane was 
isolated, far from the safety of England. 

"We have now lost the formation, 
and all of our guns are out, from the 
top turret back, including mine," 
a crewmember wrote in a diary 
recently submitted to The American 
Legion Magazine. "They got our waist 
gunner in the left leg and got our tail 
gunner all together. A lousy feeling." 

The author of this spare diary, 
penned in block letters on small sheets 
of yellow lined paper, doesn't 
immediately tell you that he also was 
injured. Nor does he tell what 
happened when they encountered 
that last German fighter. 

The Internet offers numerous 
renditions. One tale claims the B-17 was 
flying deeper and deeper into enemy 
territory when a German Bf-109 was 
scrambled to shoot it down. Instead, 
the German ace took pity on the 
crippled bomber, led it to the English 
Channel and made sure it was headed 



home. The story wasn't revealed until 
the German pilot - Franz Stigler - was 
united with Brown 50 years later. 
Brown's commander had ordered him 
and his crew to keep quiet about it. 

Like most legends spread online, 
there's a thread of truth and acres of 
hype to go with this one. Various 
Internet versions of the story amplify 
the German pilot's deeds, while saying 
little about the courage of the 
American pilot and crew. 

"This is our first raid, so no one is 
tense," the crewmember wrote in his 
diary about the morning of 
Dec. 20, 1943. "Everyone is eager." 

The target was a factory near 
Bremen, Germany, and the enemy was 
prepared: flak, fighters, smoke and 
confusion. And then, all alone, the 
bomber struggled for home. 

The temperature at flying altitude 
was 30 degrees below zero centigrade 
or colder. Headwinds on the return trip 
could reach 120 miles an hour. Even 
without half their plane shot off, the 
crew of "Ye Old Pub" needed luck and 
skill to return alive. 

"When we sight the English 
coastline, it is like home," the crewman 
wrote. They landed at the first U.S. base 
they saw. The radioman and the diary's 
author - both suffering severe 



frostbite - were rushed to the hospital, 
along with the gunner. The Web 
version of the story omits all this and 
more, as if Stigler spares the bomber 
and all is well. For the surviving crew, 
that near-lethal first mission was only 
the beginning of a long series of 
daylight bombing runs. 

Mission No. 9, Feb. 8, 1944. "Ye Old 
Pub" headed for Frankfurt. Twenty 
minutes after it crossed the French 
coastline, German fighters attacked. 
"They hit our nose and two 7.9 mm 
(rounds) came through the loop 
antenna. We haven't figured out yet 
how they missed me," the diarist wrote. 

The pace of missions picked up as 
spring approached. "We are all dead 
tired from yesterday's mission," the 
crewman wrote. "Fire in the nose." The 
radioman, who wasn't wearing a chute, 
nearly fell out as he tried to dislodge 
the bombs stuck in the B-17's bay. 

Two weeks later, the author's 
post-mission words are more worry 
than relief. "Everyone in our group got 
back today," he wrote. "To tell the 
truth, we were all surprised." 

All told, the crew of "Ye Old Pub" 
flew 28 missions, beating the odds 
long after the German Luftwaffe pilot 
spared them. 

- Ken Olsen 
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Perfect imperfection, 

the natural raw 
2 carat diamond 

Ready for some rough stuff? 
We recently found a rare cache of 
extremely large uncut diamonds at 
an extraordinary price. 

Jometimes it's impossible to improve on perfection. 
When the world's most desired stone is pulled from 
the ground, why not just brush off the earth and leave 
it alone? White cut diamonds may be nice for a polite kiss on 
the cheek, but extra large uncut diamonds can really ignite 
some raw passion. And isn't that what a great piece of jewelry 
is all about? These few rare 2 carat plus natural stones will 
certainly turn up your thermostat. 

real diamond in the rough 

For centuries, large raw diamonds were treasured without 
a hint of facet or polish. We believe the early artisans were 
on to something. After a search through countries on four 
continents, we have found a cache of rare, very large, 2 carat 

plus uncut diamonds 
at a spectacular price 
from our Belgium dealer. 
Major gemstone experts 
across the globe have 
commented that rough 
diamonds will be the 
fastest growing trend 
on "the red carpet" this 
year and our long love 
affair with flawless cut 
white gemstones may 
have some competition. 
All one has to do is flip 
through the world's most exclusive catalog to find that 
"rough is all the rage" Our luxury retail friends in Texas 
recently featured a raw solitaire for $6,000, but they buy in 
such small quantities that they cannot compete with us on 
price. You see, Stauer is one of the largest gemstone buyers 
in the world and last year bought over 3 million carats of 
emeralds. No regular jewelry store can come anywhere close 
to that volume. 

Squal parts rough and refined 

Our Raw Diamond Necklace is a balanced blend of geology 
and geometry. Each one-of-a-kind raw diamond is fitted by 
hand into its "cage," a crisscross embrace of gold vermeil 
over the finest .925 sterling silver, bead-set with 18 round 




Similar rough diamonds sell elsewhere 
for thousands! Please compare the size and 
price of our raw diamond in the Stauer Raw 
Diamond Necklace with those at your 
local jewelry store. 




diamonds. The caged diamond hangs from a triangular bail 
with an additional 8 diamonds (26 total). The pendant is 
suspended from an 18" gold vermeil rope chain with spring 
ring clasp. Each raw diamond is naturally unique. This is an 
extremely limited edition since it took us 3 years to find this 
small cache of stones. 

Show off your Stauer Raw Diamond Necklace for 30 days. 
If you're not feeling the rush of raw, large diamonds, simply 
return it for a full refund of your purchase price. But if you 
feel like experiencing the unique perfection of natural uncut 
beauty, you have found the way. 

Stauer Raw Diamond Necklace only $295 +s&h 

(2 carat minimum for raw stone) 

Also available — 5 carat raw diamond in solid 14K gold 

Please call for details. 

Call now to take advantage of this limited offer. 



1-800-806-1674 



Promotional Code RDN137-01 

Please mention this code when you call. 



Stauer 



14101 Southcross Drive W., 
Dept. RDN1 37-01 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 

www.stauer.com 



Smart Luxuries — Surprising Prices 



Last October, Congress capped the interest 
companies can charge servicemembers for payday 
loans, auto title loans and tax-refund anticipation 
loans. So the loan sharks turned their voracious 
appetites to cyberspace. Now advance-fee loans 
rank in the top 10 among consumer complaints by 
the military, according to a recent BBB study. 

Financial scams have morphed beyond advance- 
fee loans to every imaginable scheme. They range 
from faux charity solicitations to phony fixes for 
people with bad credit, bogus gas-mileage boosters 
and wonder products that once were the province 
of late-night television ads. 

Common cons in cyberspace 

Internet scammers are bold, especially when it comes to 
moneymaking schemes. Some will even build Web sites 
using legitimate company names and addresses, then 
insert their own contact information. Here are some 
hoaxes the Better Business Bureau advises cyber- 
consumers to watch for: 

Transactions involving cashier's checks. Say you sell 
your sofa online for $500. The buyer gives you a cashier's 
check for $2,000 and asks for the $1,500 balance back. 
Odds are high that, by the time your bank figures out the 
check is a fake, the buyer has your sofa and your cash. 
"Just because the bank takes the cashier's check doesn't 
mean it's safe to spend the money," warns Holly Petraeus, 
director of the BBB Military Line. 

Mystery shopper. Someone sends you a check and a 
shopping list. You buy the goods, and mail them your 
receipts and the left-over cash. Odds are high the check 
is a fake and you've merely worked hard to send them 
your money. 

Foreclosure-rescue services. A company offers to help 
you save your home for a $1,000 fee. You get a brochure 
and still lose your home. 

The Nigerian prince. A fictitious member of an overseas 
royal family advertises for someone with a U.S. bank 
account to receive millions of dollars that must be 
transferred out of Africa. You are promised a cut and 
provide your bank account number. Problem is, the only 
money moving is what the scammer is withdrawing from 
your account. 

The Nigerian Puppy Scam. Please help a poor 
missionary get his dog back to the United States, where 
the weather is more hospitable. All it takes is money for 
airfare. The puppy, of course, doesn't exist. 

Online escrow services. A sham seller asks you to send 
money to an escrow service for the car, appliance or 
other big-ticket item he advertised on an Internet 
auction site. He's in cahoots with the crooked escrow 
service. It's a lose-lose for you. 

- Ken Olsen 



"They are coming in to fulfill a need or to take 
advantage of a situation," Preszler says. "People 
are desperate for money, and they have bad credit 
or they are in debt." 

Despite warnings, "people are comfortable 
giving information over the Internet they wouldn't 
give to someone on the street, once they are 
coaxed into believing the Web site is for a trust- 
worthy business," she says. 

Some military-centered Internet hoaxes do more 
damage to reputations than finances, says Hoax- 
Slayer.com founder Brett Christensen. The rumor 
that Starbucks wouldn't send coffee to U.S. soldiers 
fighting in Iraq because the company opposes the 
war continues to ricochet around the Web long 
after every effort has been made to set the record 
straight. The person who erroneously started the 
Starbucks saga later circulated an apology and a 
retraction, saying he'd failed to verify a second- 
hand rumor. In spite of that, numerous reports 
explaining the mistake and Starbucks' best efforts, 
the inaccurate story continues to circulate. 

Another Iraq war hoax comes in the form of a 
pair of U.S. soldiers who say they skimmed some of 
Saddam Hussein's ill-gotten cash during a transport 
detail and want your help getting it home. All they 
need is someone stateside to share their bank 
account number in return for a share of the 
$25 million. These twists on the Nigerian prince 
scam "are especially heinous," Christensen says. 

All of this is compounded by another computer 
tool: photo manipulation software. Programs such 
as Photoshop make it easy to create bogus images 
to back up bogus claims, Christensen says. 

Even hard-core skeptics get taken in. "Ironically, 
a few journalists I know take the Internet more 
seriously that other media and need to be remind- 
ed to check their sources," says Barbara K. Iverson, 
journalism professor at Columbia College Chicago. 
"If you are a journalist who is a 'digital immi- 
grant' - born before 1981 - you need to train 
yourself to check your sources online." 

Sources such as Snopes.com and Skepdic.com 
can help separate myth from reality. 

But even using the Internet to check facts 
requires caution and the appropriate amount of 
skepticism, says Mikkelson of Snopes.com, which 
gets 3 to 4 million visits a year. "We've tried to 
discourage the idea that you can go to one site to 
verify or debunk a myth," he says. "There's no one 
source for everything. You are supposed to be 
developing critical-thinking skills." || 

Ken Olsen is a freelance writer living in Portland, Ore. 
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DOUBLE SECURITY 



Double Security Zip Around Fan Wallet 

$1 2 97 ( Second ° ne FREE > 



ONLY 



FREE SHIPPING 





*T:135 




Front Window 
For I.D. 



Fans Out For Easy Access 





Tan ^ 

•2 Zippered Compartments 
For Double Security 

•11 E-X-P-A-N-D-A-B-L-E 

Accordion Pockets! 

Dept. 61090 ©2008 Dream Products, Inc. 



www.DreamProductsCatalog.com (website offers m ay vary) 



This Wallet Will Make You Money 

Incredibly convenient accordion style wallet 
is like having your own personal accountant 
Unique "Pop-Up" pockets literally puts your 
credit cards right in your hand.Two zippered 
security compartments protect all your cash, 
credit cards, receipts and important papers. 
Outside window conveniently stores your 
I.D. Time is money and this wallet saves you 
time. Crafted of genuine imported suede and 
measures a compact 4%" x 3%" x I Hurry, 
order today and get a second wallet FREE! 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back 



Double Security Zip Around Fan Wallet Dept. 61090 


Please Print Clearly Card# & Expiration Date 

□Check or money order payable to: Dream Products, Inc. 

Charge my: □ VISA □ MasterCard □ Discover®/NOVUS SM Cards 

Card# Exp. Date / 

1 I I I 1 I I I 1 I I I 1 I I I 1 


#95955 Set Of 2 (Black) Security 

Zip Around Fan Wallet(s) @ $12.97 


$ 


#95956 Set Of 2 (Tan) Security 

Zip Around Fan Wallet(s) @ $12.97 


$ 


#95957 (1 Black) & (1 Tan) Security 

Zip Around Fan Wallet(s) @ $12.97 


$ 


Name 


CA residents must add 7.25% sales tax 


$ 


Add Shipping: $3^5. 


FREE 


Address 


Add $1 .00 Handling no matter how many you order 


$1.00 


Mail Order To: 

Dream Products, Inc. T0TAL 


$ 
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412 DREAM LANE, VAN NUYS, CA 91496 
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COLLIDE 

Secularism is not the solution. 
Its the problem. 



BY DINESH D'SOUZA 

For many Western liberals, and even some 
conservatives, the war on terror is a clash 
of opposing fundamentalisms: Christianity 
vs. Islam. Many Americans consider these 
two groups as roughly equivalent "kindred 
spirits," in the words of novelist William 
Styron. Al Gore finds in President Bush "the 
American version of the same fundamentalist 
impulse that we see in Saudi Arabia." In her 
book "The Mighty and the Almighty/' 
Madeleine Albright frets that "hardliners can 
find in the Quran and the Bible justifications 
for endless conflict." 

In this view, Christian and Muslim reli- 
gious fanatics fight each other once again, as 
they have done for centuries. As Jim Wallis 
puts it in "God's Politics," there is a close 
parallel between Islam's holy war against the 
West and Bush's alleged holy war against 
Islamic terrorism. From this perspective, the 
best solution is for the United States to stand 
up for the principles of secularism, and 
oppose both Muslim and Christian funda- 
mentalism. But in reality, secularism is not 
the solution; it's the problem. 

Western secularism is alienating traditional 
Muslims and pushing them toward the 
radical camp. Osama bin Laden's rhetoric 
supports the common perception that the 
current battle is between two rival funda- 
mentalisms. He speaks of the world being 
divided into the "region of faith" and the 
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Measures appr. 
10" wide x 6" tall, 
including base. 

Requires two AA batteries, 
not included. 



"Mystic Peak" 

A thick haze of chilly mist hovers over the valley as dawn approaches. While the forest 
far below is still shrouded in darkness, the view from the heavens is perfectly clear. 
This is the pristine view known only to a trio of eagles, who have risen through the 
clouds to stretch their wings and soar. Join them on their morning flight through the 
limitless sky! 

"Mystic Peak" is crafted of clear crystalline in the distinctive shape of a soar- 
ing mountain range, and features full-color art by Ted Blaylock. Individually 
hand-cast, this richly dimensional edition replicate the look of cut crystal to 
define the jagged peaks, while the smooth slope of the front side becomes the 
perfect canvas for Mr. Blaylock's portrait of three eagles cutting through the misty 
sky. What's more, it lights up from within at the touch of a switch, the long-last- 
ing LED lights adding a natural glow of morning light. 

An exceptional value ... unconditionally guaranteed 

The edition is strictly limited, and strong demand is anticipated. Act now to 
acquire "Mystic Peak" at the $49.95* issue price, payable in three installments of 
$16.65, and backed by our 365-day money-back guarantee. Send no money now. 
Just mail the Reservation Application today. ^ 

collectiblestoday.com 

©2008 BGE 01-03710-001-BI Home of The Bradford Exchange and All Things Collectible 
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©2008 Blaylock Originals 



RESERVATION APPLICATION 
THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE 

9345 Milwaukee Avenue • Niles, IL 60714-1393 

T " E ^^^^~° F COLLECTING® 

YES. Please reserve the "Mystic Peak" illuminated collectible 

for me as described in this announcement 

Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly 
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Mr. Mrs. Ms. 
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Name (Please Print Clearly) 



City . 



State, 
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01 -0371 0-001 -E94991 

*Plus $8.99 shipping and service. Please allow 4-6 weeks after initial payment 
for shipment. Limited-edition presentation restricted to 295 casting days. Sales 
subject to product availability and order acceptance. 



"region of infidelity." At times, bin Laden 
defines the clash as one between the Muslims 
and the "crusaders." But the context of his 
arguments clearly shows that bin Laden is not 
speaking of a religious war between Islam and 
Christianity. For example, bin Laden observes 
that Islam respects the prophets of Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam "without distinguishing 
among them." 

In the classical Muslim understanding, there 
is a fundamental distinction between Jews and 
Christians on the one hand, and polytheists 
and atheists on the other. According to Islam, 
Judaism and Christianity are incomplete but 
genuine revelations. As monotheists, Jews and 
Christians have historically been entitled to 
Muslim respect and even protection. In every 
Islamic empire, from the early Arab caliphates 
to the Ottoman Empire, Jews and Christians 
were permitted to practice their religions; no 
Muslim regime has ever condoned the system- 
atic killing of either sect. 

By contrast, polytheists and atheists have 
always been anathema to Islam. The Quran 
says, "Fight the pagans all together as they fight 
you all together" and "Slay the idolaters wher- 
ever you find them." These passages, frequently 
quoted by bin Laden, do not refer to Christians, 
because they are not considered pagans or 
idolaters. Rather, they refer to those - such as 
the Bedouins of ancient Arabia - who worship 
many gods or no god. Muslims are commanded 
to fight these unbelievers, especially when they 
threaten the House of Islam. 

Muslim radicals could repudiate the entire 
Islamic tradition, and argue that Christians 
and Jews are no different from atheists and 
deserve the same treatment. But this claim 
would undoubtedly alienate traditional Mus- 
lims. Sheikh Muhammad Tantawi, head of 
Al-Azhar University in Cairo, recently argued 
the traditional view that "Islam has never been 
and will never be at war with Christianity." 
For bin Laden to declare war against Christian- 
ity would divide even the radical Muslim 
camp. The influential radical sheikh, Yusuf 
Qaradawi, has said, "We believe in the Jewish 
and Christian scriptures. Our Islamic faith is 
not complete without them." 

Islamic radicals such as bin Laden make 
their case against the United States and the 
West on the grounds that these cultures have 
abandoned Christianity. In his May 2006 letter 
to President Bush, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 



faulted America - not for being Christian, but 
for not being Christian enough. Many years 
earlier, the radical theoretician Sayyid Qutb 
made the same point. The main reason for the 
West's moral decay, Qutb argued, is that in the 
modern era, "religious convictions are no more 
than a matter of antiquarian interest." 

Other Muslim radicals today echo these 
arguments. The influential Pakistani scholar 
Khurshid Ahmad, leader of the Jamaat-i-Islami, 
argues, "Had Western culture been based on 
Christianity, on morality, on faith, the lan- 
guage and modus operandi of the contact and 
conflict would have been different. But that is 
not the case. The choice is between the divine 
principle and a secular materialistic culture." 

While they claim that Christianity has 
eroded, Muslim radicals also contend that the 
ancient crusader spirit still infuses the pagan 
culture of the West. When bin Laden calls the 
United States a crusader state, he means it is 
on a vicious campaign to impose its atheist 
system of government and pagan values on 
Muslims. How? By supporting secular dictators 
in Pakistan, Jordan, Egypt and Saudi Arabia - 
and by exporting secular culture that under- 
mines traditional Islamic values. 

Bin Laden argues that the United States is 
hell-bent on destroying Islam. The rallying cry 
of Islamic radicalism is that "Islam is under 
attack." In his 1998 declaration, bin Laden 
called on Muslims to "launch attacks against 
the armies of the American devils" and to kill 
Americans whom he identified as the "helpers 
of Satan." In a 2003 sermon, bin Laden praised 
the Sept. 11 hijackers and compared the twin 
towers of the World Trade Center to the idols 
in the Kaaba, destroyed in 630 A.D. by Mu- 
hammad after his victorious return to Mecca. 

Thus, the doctrine that the war against 
terrorism is a battle between two opposing 
forms of religious fundamentalism is false. 
It is not why Islamic radicals are fighting the 
United States. From the perspective of bin 
Laden and his allies, the war is between the 
Muslim-led forces of monotheism and morality 
against the U.S. -led forces of atheism and 
immorality. Secularism, not Christian funda- 
mentalism, is responsible for producing a 
blowback of Muslim rage. || 

Dinesh D'Souza is the author of several books, 
including "The Enemy at Home" now available 
in paperback, www.dineshdsouza.com 
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AS HEARD ON PAUL HARVEY NEWS 

New advanced portable heater can 
cut you r heating bill up to 50% 

Heats a large room in minutes with even 
heat wall to wall and floor to ceiling 

Does not get hot, cannot start a fire and 
will not reduce humidity or oxygen 



A new advanced quartz 
infrared portable heater, the 
EdenPURE™, can cut your 
heating bills by up to 50%. 

You have probably heard 
about the remarkable Eden- 
PURE™ as heard on Paul Har- 
vey News and on television 
features across the nation. 

The EdenPURE™ can pay 
for itself in a matter of 
weeks and then start putting 
a great deal of extra money 
in your pocket after that. 

A major cause of residen- 
tial fires in the United States 
is portable heaters. But the 
EdenPURE™ 1 cannot cause a 
fire. That is because the 
quartz infrared heating ele- 
ment never gets to a tempera- 
ture that can ignite anything. 

The outside of the Eden- 
PURE™ only gets warm to 
the touch so that it will not 
burn children or pets. Pets 
can sleep on it when it is op- 
erating without harm. 

The advanced space-age 
EdenPURE™ Quartz Infrared 
Portable Heater also heats 
the room evenly, wall-to- 
wall and floor-to-ceiling. 
And, as you know, portable 
heaters only heat an area a 
few feet around the heater. 

Unlike other heating 
sources, the EdenPURE™ 
cannot put poisonous carbon 
monoxide into a room or any 
type of fumes or any type of 
harmful radiation. 

Q. What is the origin of 
this amazing heating ele- 
ment in the EdenPURE™? 

A. This advanced heating 
element was discovered acci- 
dentally by a man named 
John Jones. 

Q. What advantages does 
infrared quartz tube heating 
source have over other heat- 
ing source products? 

A. John Jones designed 
his heating source around 
the three most important 
consumer benefits: econo- 
my, comfort, and safety. 

In the EdenPURE™ sys- 
tem, electricity is used to gen- 
erate infrared light which, in 
turn, creates a very safe heat. 



Never be cold again 



How it works: 




Cannot start a fire; a child or animal 
can touch or sit on it without harm 




After a great deal of re- 
search and development, 
very efficient infrared heat 
chambers were developed 
that utilize three unique 
patented solid copper heat 
exchangers in one Eden- 
PURE™ heater. 

Q. How can a person cut 
their heating bill by up to 
50% with the EdenPURE™? 

A. The EdenPURE™ will 
heat a room in minutes. 
Therefore, you can turn the 
heat down in your house to as 
low as 50 degrees, but the 
room you are occupying, 
which has the EdenPURE™, 
will be warm and comfort- 
able. The EdenPURE™ is 
portable. When you move to 
another room, it will quickly 
heat that room also. This can 
drastically cut heating bills, in 
some instances, by up to 50%. 

The EdenPURE™ comes 
in 2 models. GEN3 Model 



500 heats a room up to 300 
square feet and GEN3 Model 
1000 heats a room up to 
1,000 square feet. 

End of interview. 

The EdenPURE™ will 
pay for itself in weeks. It will 
put a great deal of extra mon- 
ey in a users pocket. Because 
of today's spiraling gas, oil, 
propane, and other energy 
costs, the EdenPURE™ will 
provide even greater savings 
as the time goes by. 

Readers who wish can ob- 
tain the EdenPURE™ Quartz 
Infrared Portable Heater at a 
$75 discount if they order in 
the next 10 days. Please see 
the Special Readers Discount 
Coupon on this page. For 
those readers ordering after 
10 days from the date of this 
publication, we reserve the 
right to either accept or reject 
order requests at the dis- 
counted price. 



Heats floor to the 
same temperature 
as ceiling. — — ^ 



1. Electricity ignites powerful 
quartz infrared lamp. 




2. The quartz infrared lamp without 
combustion gently warms the 
patented cured copper tubes. 




3. The heat from the copper tubing rides the 
humidity in the room and provides moist, 
soft heat ceiling to floor, wall to wall with- 
out reducing oxygen or humidity. 



SPECIAL READER'S DISCOUNT COUPON 

The price of the EdenPURE™ GEN3 Model 500 is $372 plus $17 shipping for a total of 
$389 delivered. The GEN3 Model 1000 is $472 plus $27 shipping and handling for a total 
of $499 delivered. People reading this publication get a $75 discount with this coupon and 
pay only $297 delivered for the GEN3 Model 500 and $397 delivered for the GEN3 Mod- 
el 1000 if you order within 10 days. The EdenPURE™ comes in the decorator color of 
black with burled wood accent which goes with any decor. There is a strict limit of 3 units 
at the discount price - no exceptions please. 
Check below which model and number you want: 
□ GEN3 Model 500, number □ GEN3 Model 1000, number 

• To order by phone, call TOLL FREE 1-800-588-5608 Ext. EPH8061. Place your 
order by using your credit card. Operators are on duty 24 hours, 7 days. 

• To order online, log on to www.epheater.com 

• To order by mail, by check or credit card, fill out and mail in this coupon. 

This product carries a 60-day satisfaction guarantee. If you are not totally satisfied, your 
purchase price will be refunded. No questions asked. There is also a three year warranty. 



ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

Check below to get discount: 

□ I am ordering within 10 days of the date of this publication, therefore I get a $75 discount 
and my price is only $297 for GEN3 Model 500 and $397 for GEN3 Model 1000 delivered. 

□ I am ordering past 10 days of the date of this publication, therefore I pay shipping and han- 
dling and full price totaling $389 for GEN3 Model 500 and $499 for GEN3 Model 1000. 

Enclosed is $ in: DCash □ Check □ Money Order 

(Make check payable to BioTech Research) or charge my: 

□ VISA □ MasterCard □ Am. ExpVOptima □ Discover/Novus 



Account No. 
Signature 



_Exp. Date _ 



MAIL TO: BioTech Research Dept. EPH806 1 
7800 Whipple Ave. N.W. 
Canton, OH 44767 





BY PHILIP M. CALLAGHAN 

Four men sit together in a room, having two 
things in common: they served their country 
in uniform, and they know what it's like to 
be homeless. These four veterans - Rick, Russell, 
Darryl and Brian - could easily be dead. 

Rick, who discovered "chemical courage" during 
the Vietnam War, had his suicide all planned out 
until friends intervened and got him to a VA medi- 
cal center. Russell, suicidal after 40 years of 
post-traumatic stress disorder, walked into a 
VA center and "just gave myself over to them." 
Darryl swallowed 80 painkillers and a bunch of 
other pills; when he came to, his stomach was 
being pumped at a VA hospital. Brian, addicted to 
crack cocaine, confessed to his brother he was 
going to kill himself: "He told me he didn't want to 
see me die, and he drove me to the VA." 

These four men are real people, homeless 
veterans who stood at the edge of self-destruction, 



looked into the darkness, then slowly withdrew - 
helped by people they didn't know. They are 
survivors. Now, when they talk about their fu- 
tures, hope can be heard in their voices. With drug 
and alcohol abuse, reckless behavior and failed 
relationships behind them, they've achieved a 
measure of clarity in their lives. 

"Having that moment of clarity is valuable," 
says Rick, who served as a forward air controller 
directing strikes in Vietnam. "When you're on the 
street, you get used to the judgmental dismissals, 
but you internalize them," he says. "In addition to 
the helplessness, hopelessness and self-loathing that 
you feel, you also lose an ability to trust. The 
moment of clarity can be brief and fleeting, but 
without that, the chasm would have been too wide." 

After spending time in a suicide-prevention 
ward, Rick's mind began to clear. VA got him into a 
housing program run by HVAF of Indiana, a 
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community-based service in Indianapo- 
lis that helps homeless veterans and their 
families. Rick got the treatment and therapy 
he needed to defeat his depression. Now he 
works full time for HVAF as a counselor and 
case manager, working with homeless 
veterans like Russell, Darryl and Brian. 

"All the other treatment centers I've been 
to, I've never been to one like this - it's vets 
helping vets," Brian says. He is one of 
20 veterans who has a bed, meals and a 
roof over his head at HVAF's transitional 
housing facility (another 40 beds were 
added in October). Knowing that 
veterans are helping other veterans put 
their lives back together is important to 
him and the others. 
"It's just the camaraderie that we have 
with one another, picking each other up, 
building our self-esteem," Darryl says. 
"When I got here, I didn't know what to 
expect, but you don't really have to expect 
anything. Just bring your body, and the rest 
will follow, because the brotherhood is here." 
Russell is so pleased to be in an outreach pro- 
gram for veterans that he vows to "do anything 
I can in my future to help support them. If it 
wasn't for veterans and veterans organizations, 
I'd have been in a lot worse shape, and I probably 
wouldn't be here." 

THE CAUSE. Eighty percent of U.S. veterans 
own houses. So what can go so terribly wrong 
in the lives of so many veterans - up to 
400,000 throughout any given year - that they 
have no place to call home? 

"I think a lot about that question, and it's sort of 
stunning," says Steve Berg, vice president for 
programs and policies at the National Alliance to 
End Homelessness (NAEH) in Washington. "I can 
give a lot of answers, but I think the main problem 
is, there's no one who has taken it upon them- 
selves to make sure it doesn't happen." 

Until recent years, VA and DoD paid little 
attention to the homelessness phenomenon among 



veterans. The problem was virtually non-existent 
after World War II because troops who returned 
from the war with serious mental or physical 
damage were typically cared for by their families. 

Pete Dougherty, who runs VA's homeless veteran 
programs, says the World War II generation came 
back to an America where families had stronger 
connections than they do today. "Most of them 
grew up in the same towns that their parents had 




At a "stand down" in Chicago last June, veterans look over 
a selection of eyeglass frames. Such events bring together 
various service providers in one location to offer medical 
and dental checkups, eye exams and glasses, legal help, and 
assistance with VA, Social Security and other benefits. 
Vietnam War veterans in San Diego organized the first stand 
down in 1988; this year, 35 such events took place across the 
country. Since 1994, stand downs have reached out to about a 
half-million homeless veterans and their families, p.m. Callaghan 
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grown up in," he says. "Most of them lived with 
extended families. As we got to the Vietnam-era 
veterans, that family cohesion had largely 
changed. We became a much more mobile society." 

As the century progressed and increased mobil- 
ity spread families farther apart, it became difficult 
for extended families to care for their own. Veter- 
ans returning from Vietnam often had smaller 
family networks to depend on, yet many of them 
needed more care. They had lost limbs in battle. 
They suffered mental anguish that became post- 
traumatic stress disorder. 

"As a department, as a nation, we didn't even 
recognize, until years after Vietnam ended, that 
there was such a thing as PTSD," Dougherty says. 
"Now if there is affective disorder and it becomes 
PTSD, we now recognize it." 

Veterans don't become homeless overnight. 
It usually takes a while for physical and mental 



maladies to percolate and boil over. It takes a 
while before drug and alcohol abuse throws 
relationships into jaded standoffs. Eventually, 
families and friends give up on them. 

"People take a lot of steps before they get there," 
says Nan Roman, NAEH president. "Usually, by the 
time they're homeless, they're not earning enough 
money, they've worn out their families and friends, 
they've moved, so they have no support networks. 
People do just about everything to keep themselves 
from becoming homeless." 

With their social bridges burnt, and unable to 
earn steady incomes because of disabilities or 
substance abuse, a wave of Vietnam War veterans 
were forced into the streets during the 1970s and 
'80s. Cheryl Beversdorf, CEO and president of the 
National Coalition for Homeless Veterans (NCHV), 
says about 45 percent of the homeless veteran 
population served during the Vietnam era. Most of 



BENJAMIN ISRAEL 

For the past two years, Benjamin Israel has lived with a roof 
over his head, thanks to Pathways to Housing in Washington. 
An Army veteran, Israel was one of 36 homeless persons who 
got single-room occupancies (SROs) through funding from the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development. An SRO 
facility usually provides efficiency apartments at low cost to 
the homeless, with on-site security and support services. 
For about 20 years, Israel lived by his wits on the streets 
of D.C. He hasn't forgotten life as a homeless veteran and 
lessons he learned from that experience. 

"I've been homeless a lot of places," Israel said. "And like 
I know firsthand, you can't think about anything else if you're 
out laying on a park bench. You can't do it." When Israel got 
his single-room apartment via Pathways, he thought he was 
in a dream. He's been living there for two years and is doing 
much better. "I'm on my meds more. I quit smoking. I'm free 
to concentrate on other things, like maybe trying to go back to work." 

Living in emergency homeless shelters can be quite stressful, Israel says. "When you live in a shelter and you have 
to live amongst others, most everybody's angry, and you're always on edge. You have to stand in soup lines, and you 
can't really clean yourself. And you're living in cars, and you have to eat what's given, and you get all this hassle. 
After a while, if you aren't careful, your mind will start telling you that you are worthless. And that's the main thing 
when you're chronically homeless. It's more mental." 

Israel says the myth that some people actually prefer to remain homeless is simply untrue. "I haven't met anybody 
who would not take (proper) housing. I go right out here to this park and see guys with their head down. It's like I can 
literally read their mind. Everybody needs housing." 

Israel says he learned a lot about himself and other people during his homeless years. Despite all his misfortunes, 
he managed to keep his self-respect. "You just have to stay positive, even if it means creating it. You've got to create 
that positive outlook. Because if you give up, you're gonna end up in prison, or dead, or something like that." 

To those veterans still struggling to find a home, he says, "Continue believing in this country, believe in yourself, 
and don't feel bad about being homeless. Maybe it's part of your character-building. But just keep trying and 
don't think less of yourself because of being homeless. That's what I would tell 'em, because that's what I've 
lived through." 

- P.M. Callaghan 
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the remainder represents more recent veterans, 
including men and women returning from Iraq and 
Afghanistan - an estimated 20 percent of whom 
have suffered traumatic brain injuries. 

While PTSD and other mental traumas are a 
major factor for homelessness among veterans, 
they aren't the only cause. "The second is econom- 
ic security - dealing with employment," Beversdorf 
says. "They need skills in order to get a job again, 
but the skills they acquired in the military may not 
be transferable to the civilian sector." 

A third factor that makes many veterans 
homeless is the scarcity of affordable housing. 
Linda Kaufman thinks it may be the most 
problematic. As chief operating officer 
for Pathways to Housing in Washington, 
she's placed many homeless veterans in 
transitional housing. 

"People can't afford to get their own home," 
she says. "That is the biggest problem in the 
United States today causing homelessness. 
And if you couple that with people who were 
in battle - who may have had some kind of in- 
jury - that makes it harder." 

Right now, some veterans and their families are 
having trouble paying their rents or home loans. 
If they are turned out, who will help them? "It's 
just wrong," Roman says. "Nobody in a country 
like this should be living without a home, and 
certainly veterans. It's just not acceptable." 

THE CURE. The highest priority, most national 
experts say, is simply to get more homeless veter- 
ans off the streets and into housing and treatment 
programs. There's an entire continuum of care 
available, but it starts with outreach and trust- 
building: a simple handshake and hello. That's 
what outreach teams do. They hit the streets, going 
to emergency shelters, missions, parks and door- 
ways. They introduce themselves, start conversa- 
tions and get veterans - many burnt out on 
government bureaucracy - to communicate. 

Charles Haenlein, CEO and president of HVAF, 
says his outreach teams "get a really good recep- 
tion because they've been there. And that's one of 
the first things they tell these guys: 'We know you 
can do this, because we've been where you are.'" 
Team members are also veterans, which gives 
them a lot of credibility. Sharing memories of 
bone-chilling days in boot camp at Great Lakes 
can lead to a nod of agreement to the question: 
"Would you like to see what our program's about?" 

Philip Thomas is a homeless veterans coordina- 
tor for HVAF. He knows that once people get into 



KEVIN CARROLL 

In 1976, at age 18, Kevin Carroll enlisted in the 
U.S. Army and began training as a combat medic. 
Although he never saw combat, he was surrounded 
by Vietnam veterans. 'They were doing a whole lot of 
stuffing (their) feelings. There was nobody debriefing 
them or telling them how to deal with it." By the time 
he was honorably discharged three years later, Carroll 
was addicted to heroin and soon found himself 
homeless, living on the streets and eating from trash 
cans. Over the following decades, he drifted in and 
out of homelessness, at times living with girlfriends 
or wives who paid the rent while his 
addiction worsened. 
"From 1985 to the present 
I've been homeless at least 
20 times," Carroll said. 

After receiving daily 
methadone treatments at a 
VA medical facility, Carroll 
enjoyed a period of sobriety 
from 1995 to 2003 and even 
became the director of a 
Philadelphia group home, providing food and 
shelter for veterans and others in need. He relapsed 
in 2003 and found himself back on the streets with 
chronic health problems. 

"In 2006, 1 got back on methadone again. My body 
couldn't take it no more. My health couldn't take it. 
I was dying." 

Carroll now lives addiction-free in the transitional 
housing facility at Project HOME'S St. Elizabeth's 
Recovery Residence in Philadelphia. VA and the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development's 
HUD-VASH housing program will soon provide an 
apartment voucher for Carroll. 

"The best part is that I get to choose the 
apartment!" Carroll exclaimed. "I'm really, really 
excited. And to top it off, I've been feeling really good 
for the last couple of weeks. The Lord's blessed me." 

- Lauren Wright 




their program, they start to feel better about 
themselves; they stop drinking and start looking 
for work. But change can't be forced upon them. 

"Our job is to try to meet them where they're at, 
find out what they want. A lot of them don't 
necessarily want to stop drinking or stop using 
drugs right away. They want to get off the street. 
Sometimes it's hard for them to buy into a program 
when we say, Tou know, there are a few strings 
attached to our housing.' So it's our job to have 
faith and hope in them." 

Although the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) provides funding for a lot of 
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transitional and permanent housing for homeless 
veterans, each municipality administers its own 
program. When it comes to veterans who lapse 
back into alcohol or drug abuse, the rules of the 
game vary. In some programs, violators must leave 
their homes and return to the streets. That attitude 
no longer prevails among housing providers. 

"It's pretty hard to stay sober if you go to a 
program in the daytime, go back to the street and 
drink with your buddies at night, and go back to 
the program the next day," Haenlein says. "But if 
we can put someone in a house and surround him 
with supportive services, then we've changed his 
environment, and now he can focus on his recov- 
ery. We have a policy that you cannot drink, but if 
someone does relapse, we don't throw him out 
with the garbage." 

Instead, a treatment team meets to find out why 
the veteran had a relapse, work it out, and keep 
the person in the program. Yes, there are conse- 
quences from breaking the rules, but going back to 
the street isn't one of them. "We're on the right 
track now," Haenlein says. "It's got to be a hous- 
ing-first model." 

HUD and VA seem to have gotten that message, 
because their joint effort to alleviate chronic 
homelessness among veterans is gaining momen- 
tum. The program is called HUD-VASH (Veterans 
Affairs Supportive Housing) and operates on a 



voucher system that subsidizes permanent housing 
and support services for homeless veterans. HUD 
pays for housing, and VA pays for services; tenants 
pay 30 percent of their monthly income. 

Last year, Congress provided $75 million 
to HUD-VASH for 10,000 housing vouchers. 
Beversdorf and other advocates pushed hard for 
that funding; their major ally on Capitol Hill was 
Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash. "This is a problem 
I've been tracking for some time, and have held 
hearings on it," Murray said. "I was amazed to 
hear about the increasing number of veterans 
who are coming home, can't get a job, are dealing 
with PTSD or traumatic brain injury, and are 
ending up homeless." 

Murray, whose father was a World War II 
veteran, worked at the Seattle VA Medical Center 
during the Vietnam War. 

Of all the veterans who move in and out of 
shelters and other housing throughout the year, 
about 20 percent are chronically homeless; pro- 
grams such as HUD-VASH are designed for them. 
But veterans who just need help paying for their 
housing are a different matter and need a different 
answer. Mary Cunningham, a senior researcher at 
The Urban Institute, says that a significant housing 
program for low-income veterans does not exist. 

"There are no programs to help them pay for 
their housing," Cunningham says. "There's transi- 



JUNE MOSS 

As the bullets sprayed across the front of her East Oakland, Calif., home, 
June Moss huddled on the floor with her two children, terrified of the 
all-too-familiar battle raging outside. Moss had recently received a medical 
discharge from the Army after 12 years of service, including a 2003 tour in 
Iraq with the 3rd Infantry Division. 

"We were one of the first divisions that rolled across the border when 
Operation Iraqi Freedom started," Moss said. "We were there during the 
initial bombings and destruction." Night sweats, nightmares and extreme 
paranoia followed her home. 

"It's been five years now and I still have the dreams," she said. "Dreams 
of decapitations, charred bodies - you know, not just buildings on fire 
but people, and alarms going off constantly, warning us to stay in our 
gear." 

Back in the States, the violence followed Moss and her children to East Oakland, where drive-by 
shootings were a common occurrence. Ultimately forced to leave her home and any immediate prospects for a 
permanent living arrangement, June persevered, looking to various nonprofits and VA for help with housing. 

For months, she bounced from hotel rooms to military bases, hoping for stable housing while attending 
therapy sessions for PTSD. The stable housing never came, and she and her children are now living with her 
brother while she works at the chaplain's office of the Palo Alto VA hospital. Moss is waiting for VA to place her in 
base housing at Moffett Field near Mountain View, Calif. "They have us on a waiting list, so that's a step in the right 
direction," she said. 

- Lauren Wright 
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tional housing, but returning vets with families 
don't really fit into that model. "If you are respond- 
ing to your mental-health needs, trying to pay 
your rent, trying to transfer your skills to civilian 
employment, there's probably a period of time 
when you're going to need help paying for 
housing." It only takes one missed payment ■ 
to get in trouble with your bank or landlord, 
and today's national wave of foreclosures 
may, indeed, help to create a new generation 
of homeless veterans. 

Cunningham suggests that VA should pay 
more attention to the housing stability of 
veterans. "VA is not in the business of providing 
housing, but if you're a veteran, you go and get 
all your services at VA. So somebody there has 
to care about housing, especially because we 
know veterans are disproportionately homeless," 
she says, referring to studies that identify veterans 
as 20 to 25 percent of the total U.S. homeless 
population. 



THE OUTLOOK. On its own initiative, HUD has 
asked for another $75 million next year to fund 
10,000 more HUD-VASH housing vouchers. If that 
trend continues for another five years or so, 
virtually all chronically homeless veterans - those 
with serious health or substance-abuse problems - 
could be housed, along with their families. 

The first 10,000 residences are associated with 
132 VA medical centers that will provide support 
services, everything from physical therapy to drug 
counseling. Some of these homes were allocated to 
every state, Puerto Rico and Guam. VA is also 
paying for 290 case managers nationwide to help 
all those veterans get into permanent housing and 
maintain it. 

VA likes the voucher program because it pro- 
vides permanent housing (five-year leases with 
five-year renewals) exclusively for veterans. 
"The units stay available for another veteran if one 
moves out," Dougherty says. "In the past, when a 
veteran moved out, the unit went away, the 
voucher went away and somebody else got the use 
of it." Federal law now requires the vouchers to roll 
over automatically to other veterans. 

What about the cost of such a program? Is it 
worthwhile for the taxpayer? Cunningham, at 
The Urban Institute, says yes: "It may sound like a 
really expensive option to the taxpayer, but we've 
found that if you help someone who's chronically 
homeless move into an apartment, you actually 
save money. Or else it costs about the same as the 
services they would use: emergency hospital 




ROLLON WASHINGTON 

After eight months of rigorous U.S. Marine Corps 
recruit training at Parris Island, Rollon Washington 
never deployed to Vietnam. He enlisted in the 

Marines at the age of 17, 
planning to become a chef 
and baker in order to 
prepare meals for those 
fighting on the front lines. 
His plans changed 
suddenly when a hand 
grenade exploded a few 
feet from him on a 
i training range, leaving 
him deaf in one ear. 

Soon after, 
Washington watched in 
horror as a recruit accidentally 
shot a fellow recruit with a rifle during another 
basic-training exercise - an experience that led to a 
diagnosis of PTSD and depression. Despite his 
injuries, Washington graduated from boot camp and 
served as a cook for several years. After leaving the 
Marines, he moved to North Carolina with his 
then-girlfriend, where he struggled to find 
employment. 

When he and his girlfriend broke up, Washington 
had nowhere to live: "I couldn't find a job and an 
immediate place to stay." He spent his days in an 
airport, suffering from depression. He avoided 
harassment from security officers by mingling with 
passengers whose flights had been delayed. 

Washington remained homeless for nine months, 
until an organization called Homeless Helping 
Homeless reached out to him. 'They helped me 
inquire into an apartment and, since I had a disability, 
I was able to get into affordable housing," he said. 

Washington currently works in Charlotte, N.C., at 
Homeless Helping Homeless, where his success in 
identifying and helping other homeless individuals 
has earned him an Outstanding Impact Award from 
the city's Homeless Services Network. "Luckily, God is 
with me and I'm a survivor," he said. 

- Lauren Wright 



services, mental-health services, policing, jail. 
So you can offset the costs. It's better for them, 
and it's better for the taxpayer." 

VA has another successful antidote to veteran 
homelessness called the Grant and Per Diem 
Program. It is designed for veterans who need 
around-the-clock intensive case management, 
structured with rigorous support services for 
health and substance-abuse problems. Facilities 
vary from regular apartments to a room shared by 
two or three veterans. 
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HOW YOU CAN HELP 

Get in touch with local community-based 
organizations that provide services to homeless 
veterans, and offer to help. For a list of providers in 
each state, visit www.nchv.org. To find the nearest 
VA Medical Center, call (877)222-8387. 

You can also volunteer for homeless veteran "stand 
downs," support emergency shelters, or serve as a 
mentor, counselor or legal aide for veterans living in 
transitional or permanent housing. 

Here's a list of helpful contacts for homeless 
veterans: 

Department of Veterans Affairs 
Benefits (800) 827-1000 
Medical Centers (800)827-1000 

National Coalition for Homeless Veterans 
1-800-VET-HELP (838-4357) 

Focus on Recovery Helpline (alcohol/drugs) 
(800) 374-2800 or (800) 234-1253 

National AIDS Hotline 
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636) 

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
1-800-SUICIDE (784-2433) 

National Alliance for the Mentally III 
(800) 950-6264 

Food Stamps information line 
(800)221-5689 

Supplemental Security Income 
(SSI) information line 
(800) 772-1213 

National Personnel Records Center fax line 

(to obtain copy ofDD-214) 
(314) 801-9195 



Besides the efforts of Sen. Murray, who says she 
will continue to press for more funding of housing 
vouchers, Congress is considering two bills that 
could help veterans at risk for homelessness. One, 
the Homes for Heroes Act, directs HUD to help 
nonprofit groups that provide housing for low- 
income veterans and their families. The other, 
H.R. 5823, was introduced by Rep. Steve Israel, 
D-N.Y., to allow a taxpayer to donate $3 on income 
tax forms to help homeless veterans. 

"There can be any number of important causes," 
says Rep. Peter King, D-N.Y., one of the bill's 
55 cosponsors. "But when you're asking someone 
to literally take a bullet for their country, the least 
we can do is to make sure they've got a roof over 
their heads." 



The American Legion has long played an active 
role in addressing the homeless veteran problem. 
Its Homeless Veterans Task Force (HVTF), sup- 
ported by the Legion's 55 departments worldwide, 
augments the efforts of VA, NCHV, the Department 
of Labor and other service providers. 

Each Legion department has an HVTF chairman 
and an employment chairman. Both coordinate 
activities with Legion posts to help homeless 
veterans and prevent returning veterans from 
joining their ranks. 

"A local post can have a very strong impact on 
helping a young warrior reintegrate," says John 
Driscoll, NCHV vice president for operations and 
programs. Legionnaires can do the most good by 
supporting veterans in their own communities 
who are in trouble. "The trick is to identify 
them and help them open up, before they're at 
risk of becoming homeless," Driscoll says. 
"If you've got 300 Legion members, there's got to 
be a rental property, a job, and access to training 
in there somewhere." 

American Legion posts are well-positioned to join 
other community-based groups in reaching out to 
homeless - or nearly homeless - veterans. Having a 
clean, well-lit place to stay, regular meals, hot 
showers and friendly conversations with veterans - 
even for a few days - can make a lot of difference 
to warriors who have lost their way. 

Darryl, the Navy veteran who tried to end his life 
with 80 painkillers, found his way again. "I got to 
thinking, this is my third suicide attempt. And I 
really tried to end my life, but it didn't work. Then I 
figured, I'm not successful at killing myself, so why 
not try living for a change?" 

Others - such as Rick, the Air Force veteran who 
directed air strikes in Vietnam - are proof positive 
that veterans really do help other veterans. He's 
got some advice for those who still need to find 
their way back from the parks, streets and under- 
passes of America: "You are the same person who 
deserves the respect, the dignity, the care and the 
concern, who put on that uniform, did his duty, 
her duty, protected our rights, defended our 
freedom, earned your place in this country. You 
have greater contributions to make. You deserve 
and have earned more than you're experiencing. 

"Try a little trust. You've got nothing to lose. It 
might just be real." Q 

Philip M. Callaghan is managing editor of 
The American Legion Magazine. Lauren Wright 
is a freelance writer who lives and works in the 
Washington, B.C. area. 
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"The color and clarity of 
DiamondAura® rivals that of a 
flawless D-colored diamond". 

— Steven Rozensky 

Noted jewelry expert 




Receive these scintillating 
DiarnDnd^ura® Classique 
sterling silver stud 
earrings FREE! 
— Read details below. 



The Fifth C? 

Cut, Color, Carat, Clarity... Chemistry? 



Is it possible that the mind of a scien- 
tist can create more beauty and 
romance than Mother Nature? The 
laboratories at DiamondAwra® were 
created with one mission in mind: Create 
brilliant cut jewelry that allows everyone 
to experience more clarity, more scintilla- 
tion and larger carat weights than they 
have ever experienced. So, we've taken 2 x h 
carats of our lab-created DiamondAwra® 
and set them in the most classic setting — 
the result is our most stunning, fiery, 
faceted design yet! In purely scientific 
measurement terms, the refractory index 
of the DiamondAwra is very high, and 
the color dispersion is actually superior 
to mined diamonds. 

Perfection from the laboratory. 
We named our brilliant cut stones 
DiamondAMra, because, "they dazzle just 
like natural diamonds but without the 
outrageous cost." We will not bore you 
with the incredible details of the scientific 



Compare For Yourself at 2 V2 carats 




Mined Flawless 


DiamondAura 




Diamond 


Compares to: 


Hardness 


Cuts Glass 


Cuts Glass 


Cut (58 facets) 


Brilliant 


Brilliant 


Color 


"D" Colorless 


"D" Colorless 


Clarity 


"IF" 


Clear 


Dispersion/Fire 


0.044 




2 V2 c.t.w. ring 


$60,000+ 





Place one of your own rings on top of one of the You 
circle diagrams. Your ring size is the circle that 
matches the inside diameter of your ring. If your 
ring falls between sizes, order the next larger size. 





process, but will only say that it involves 
the use of rare minerals heated to an 
incredibly high temperature of over 
5000°F. This can only be accomplished 
inside some very modern and expensive 
laboratory equipment. After several 
additional steps, scientists finally created 
a clear marvel that looks even better than 
the vast majority of mined diamonds. 
According to the book Jewelry and Gems- 
the Buying Guide, the technique used in 
DiamondAwra offers, "The best diamond 
simulation to date, and even some 
jewelers have mistaken these 
stones for mined diamonds. " 

The 4 C's. Our DiamondAwra 
3-Stone Classique Ring retains 
every jeweler's specification: 
color, clarity, cut, and carat 
weight. The transparent color 
and clarity of DiamondAwra 
emulate the most perfect dia- 
monds — D Flawless, and both 
are so hard they will cut glass. 



The brilliant cut maximizes the fire and 
radiance of the stone so that the light dis- 
perses into an exquisite rainbow of colors. 

Rock solid guarantee. This .925 
sterling silver ring is prong-set with a 
1 V2 carat DiamondAwra round brilliant 
in the center, showcased between two 
DiamondAwra round brilliants of V2 
carats each. Adding to your 4 C's, we 
will include the DiamondAwra stud 
earrings for FREE! Try the DiamondAwra 
3-Stone Classique Ring for 30 days. If 
for any reason you are not satisfied with 
your purchase, simply return it to us for 
a full refund of the purchase price and 
keep the stud earrings as our gift. 

Not Available in Stores 

DiamondAura® 3-Stone 
Classique Ring 

(2 Vz c.t.w) • $145+ s&h 

FREE stud earrings with purchase of 

Classique Ring — a $59.95 value! 

Available in ring sizes 5-10 

Call to order toll-free, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

1-888-201-7095 



Promotional Code DAR457-02 
Please mention this code when you call. 



Staucr 



14101 Southcross Drive W., 
Dept. DAR457-02, 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 

www.stauer.com 



TRUS 

A $4.6 million 
DoD grant to 
develop a new 
TBI-diagnosis 
device came with 
a breakneck 
deadline. The Brain 
Trauma Foundation 
works overtime to 
take its idea from lab 
to assembly line. 







About 22 percent of all 
troops deployed in 
combat since 9/11 have 
suffered traumatic brai 



Because such 
injuries are difficult to detect, and are 
sometimes confused - or entwined - 
with psychological injuries, the 
percentage may be much higher. For 
that reason, the Department of Defense 
awarded a $4.6 million grant in March 
to the New York-based Brain Trauma 
Foundation. The funding was received 
in September and is being used to 
develop an eye-tracking device that will 
help determine, within seconds, if a 
soldier has suffered TBI. 
Dr. Jamshid Ghajar, president of the 
foundation and clinical professor of 
neurological surgery at Weill 
Cornell Medical College, is the 
principal investigator for the 
project. He spoke with The 
American Legion Magazine about 
the proposed device and its 
potential value in combat zones. 



Q: What is the premise behind the device 
you're developing? 

A: In a TBI, the brain rotates inside the 
skull and tears. The tears are on the 
network that allows you to pay atten- 
tion. So I was trying to figure out a way 
to measure attention in real time. I 
decided to look at eye movements. If 
you look at the circuit in the brain 
responsible for you looking at some- 
thing - like a dot going around in a 
circle - that is the same part of the 
brain responsible for paying attention. 

So you put a high-speed camera on 
your eyes, and I can tell exactly where 
your eyes are and where the target is, 
and I can see the synchronization 
between your eyes and the target. But I 
can do it not once every couple of 
seconds; I can see that every one-1, 000th 
of a second. I can average that over a 
100th of a second ... That correlates with 
how well you pay attention, how well 
your memory is, and it correlates with 
how many tears the brain has as a result 
of the concussion. That is, essentially, 
what the military is funding me to do. 

Q: What is your timeline for completion? 
A: (The day after being awarded the 
grant, DoD) called us up and asked, 
"When can we get this?" 

We said, "Well, it's a four-year grant. 
We're going to make a prototype and 
then test it out." 

They said, "No, no, no. We want to 
have it within the year." They told us 
that of all the stuff that got funded, this 
is the only thing that's tangible and the 
only thing they'll see in the short run. 

Q: Is it realistic to think you can develop 
it within the year? 

A: We could. We have an engineering 
company called Foster-Miller that's 
based in Boston. They do a lot of 
military contracts - they make the robot 
that goes out and defuses bombs. I'm 
developing the software; they're doing 
the hardware. I asked them if we could 
do this within the year, and they said, 
"Yeah, but we're going to need everyone 
to work four times as hard." We put in 
an additional proposal to do that. We 



have to go somewhere else within the 
Army to look for that funding. 

We can do it within the year. We just 
need to get our resources together. We're 
doing prototyping and talking about 
mass production at the same time. They 
want something on the conveyor belt. 

Q: Will soldiers be able to take this 
device with them on the battlefield? 
A: I see this as something they would 
have on the front lines. It can be a pair 
of goggles you put on the soldier, and 
within 10 seconds you can detect 
whether they have brain trauma or not. 
It'll be like, green light means you're 
ready to go. Yellow light means you're 
compensating; you're about to deterio- 
rate. A red light means you're really 
affected and shouldn't be in any position 
where you can injure yourself or others. 

Q: Will this device have other uses? 
A: In talking with the military, they said, 
"Wait a minute. If this detects how well 
you pay attention, I want to use this to 
tell me if someone is fatigued or tired, or 
isn't paying attention." That's a good use 
for it. You don't want to send someone 
into a war zone if they're not paying 
attention. It's a device that allows you to 
measure how well you pay attention, and 
you can do it in 30 seconds. I'm going to 
get it down to 10 seconds. 

Q: Is detection only part of the equation? 
A: I think a combination of diagnostic 
treatment, along with prevention, is 
going to be really important. If we can 
prevent rotational shearing, we won't 
have any brain injuries. (The military) 
realizes this is a problem, and they are 
tackling it and want to solve it. 

Unfortunately, in the civilian sector, 
we've never had the funding for trau- 
matic brain injuries. But now that we've 
had all these soldiers coming back with 
traumatic brain injuries, the money is 
available for research. What I would 
like to see is the research dollars being 
used for practical solutions. We want 
research that comes out with a product 
that helps veterans. || 

- Steve Brooks 



THE BRAIN 

TRAUMA 

FOUNDATION 

The Brain 
Trauma 

Foundation was 
established in 1986 
by Dr. Jamshid 
Ghajar and the 
board of the Sonny 
von Bulow Coma 
and Head Trauma 
Research 
Foundation. Its 
mission is to 
improve the 
outcome of TBI 
patients through 
evidence-based 
guideline 
development, 
education of 
medical 
professionals, 
quality 
improvement 
programs and 
clinical research. 

Since its 
inception, the 
Brain Trauma 
Foundation has 
assembled 
neurosurgical 
leaders to develop 
guidelines for the 
management of 
severe head injury 
(the first scientific, 
evidence-based 
guidelines for 
treating severe 
TBI). It also has 
developed and 
maintained early 
indicators of 
prognosis for 
severe TBI, 
guidelines for the 
surgical and 
pre-hospital 
management of 
TBI, and guidelines 
for field 

management of 
combat-related 
head trauma. 
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[VERBATIM] 

"Flag desecration is not constitutionally 

protected speech. It's the moral 

equivalent of vandalizing the graves 

of those who died defending it." 

Jonathan Carlsen of Arcadia, Fla., 

a Gulf War-era Army veteran and member of 
American Legion Post 110 in Port Charlotte 

"We can go our own way." 

A North Korean Foreign Ministry official, 

saying the nation no longer wants to be off 
the United States' list of terrorist states 

"I believe it is the time for civil 

disobedience to prevent the 

construction of new coal plants." 

Former Vice President Al Gore, 

speaking at the Clinton Global Initiative 

"Every time I thought I was 

getting somewhere, they'd start 

speaking Spanish." 

U.S. Rep. Charlie Rangel, D-N.Y., 

on his failure to pay taxes on a villa 
he owns in the Dominican Republic 

"I am not able to live in my home 

anymore. I am selling it all now because 

I have to pay these nursing-home fees 

and am selling anything that I think 

might fetch some money." 

Elizabeth Gladys "Millvina" Dean, 96, 

last survivor of the Titanic, who put a suitcase 
and other mementos of her rescue up for auction 

"We didn't promise paradise when you 

came back here. We've got a lot of work 

to do. You've got a lot of work to do." 
Steve LeBlanc, city manager of Galveston, Texas, 
as residents returned after Hurricane Ike 

"Through this work of the commission, 

the victims get a face and a name." 

Dresden Mayor Helma Orosz, on research 
confirming that the Allied firebombing of the German 
city in 1945 killed no more than 25,000 people - 
not the previously estimated 135,000 

"Gay persons are entitled to marry 

the otherwise qualified same-sex partner 

of their choice." 

Justice Richard N. Palmer 

of the Connecticut Supreme Court, 
writing for the majority in a 5-4 ruling 

"At 1900 times the cost, 

consumers should expect better." 

Jane Houlihan, environmental engineer, 
on the finding that leading brands of bottled water 
contain contaminants often found in tap water 

"People who were already able to afford 

health care began to stop paying for it so 

they could get it for free. I don't believe 

that was the intent of the program." 
Dr. Kenny Fink of Hawaii's Department of Human 
Services, after the state dropped its universal 
child-care program seven months after it launched 



[BOOKS] 

A TASTE OF 

HISTORY 

In her latest cookbook, Carolyn Quick Tillery offers readers rare and 
fascinating tidbits of U.S. history from the perspective of America's military 
wives. A former Air Force transportation officer and wife of a retired colonel, 
Tillery frames nearly 50 sets of recipes with quotes, stories and vintage 
photographs in such chapters as "An Independence Tea Party," "Yankee 
Doodle Pot Roast Dinner," "A Colonial Thanksgiving" and "Christmas in the 
Confederate White House." Martha Washington, Libbie Custer and Jefferson 
Davis' wife, Varina, are among the women who appear in "The Military 
Wives' Cookbook: 200 Years of Traditions, Recipes and Remembrances " 

Tillery currently manages the U.S. Central Command Family 
Readiness Program, which assists military families before, during 
and after deployment. She is the author of "A Taste of Freedom," 
"The African-American History Cookbook" and "Southern Homecoming 
Traditions," which was a finalist for the NAACP Image Award. Tillery 
recently spoke to The American Legion Magazine about her love of 
cooking, history and America's military families. 

Q: What's your role as CENTCOM's family readiness director? 
A: I support families by providing information that enhances the 
quality of their lives and prepares them for phases of deployment. It's 
a tremendously rewarding position, and it gives me an opportunity 
give back to the military community that provided me so much. 

I have so much respect for military families. America needs to 
stand up and salute these men and women and their spouses, starting 
with those women who swabbed cannons in the American Revolution 
and frontier wives like Libbie Custer. Martha Washington said she 
recalled hearing the opening and closing sounds of every battle. 
These wives, all except one, never received a medal. They never 
received flourishes and ruffles. They give up careers. They travel 
across the country. They relocate their families without complaint. 
They're just tremendous women. 

Q: What led you to write your first cookbook? 

A: My husband's military career! I was a deputy district attorney in 
Colorado Springs, Colo. Just as I'd found my niche in the DA's office, 
the inevitable orders arrived: a one-year assignment to a staff college. 
I said, "I'm not going to sit for the bar again just for one year," so I 
decided to expand an article I'd written in law school on the death 
penalty. And it was so depressing that, every night, I would come 
home or sit in the library and look at the history of Alabama to 
unwind. Also, I was experimenting with my mother's traditional 
Southern recipes. I started researching the history of my alma mater, 
Tuskegee University, and married that history to recipes, including 
those of Dr. George Washington Carver. That's how the idea of the 
narrative cookbook was born. 



44 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE | 



DECEMBER 2008 



PFCAN RAISIN PIE 




1 cup white Karo syrup 

y 2 cup sugar 

3 eggs, slightly beaten 

y 4 cup melted butter 



y 2 cup coarsely chopped 

pecans 
y 2 cup raisins 
y 2 teaspoon vinegar 
2 teaspoons vanilla extract 



1 teaspoon ground 

cinnamon 
1 teaspoon ground allspice 
y 2 teaspoon ground cloves 

1 unbaked 9-inch pie shell 



2 teaspoons vain"" w " 

-sxssssssassssssi. 



wives 



1 



OOKBOOK 






: reserved* 



2 cups superfine suga, 
f ounces brandy 
2c "Ps dark Jamaica rum 
In a large bowl, beat th* 



2 cups whole milk 

2te e a a s S on 00nS9ratedn ^eg 
2 Jeaspoons van , aextMrt9 



heavy 
dipping cream 

•^hi w _ " y °' k "«*u*. Sprinkle with nutmeg 



concerned with 

Q: Where did you get t/ie JW' favored ice cream 

recipes for "The Military 
Wives' Cookbook"? 
A: My parents owned three 
different restaurants, so a lot of them are family recipes. 
Most are handed down in the tradition of most military wives' 
recipes, from one wife to another. We go overseas or to another part 
of the country, bring back a recipe and share it with a friend, adding 
our own ingredients. My favorite, and the one I receive the most 
compliments on, is a recipe I received from another military wife 
called the "worrisome lasagna." It's made with Italian sausage as 
opposed to hamburger. It's a great recipe and a great little story. 

Q: Of all your books, do you have a favorite? 
A: Because of the way I feel about military families and spouses, 
"The Military Wives' Cookbook" is the one I will open most often, 
just to hear the voices of those wives echo through time. What I hope 
for the project would be for more Americans to understand the 
tremendous sacrifices that military families and wives made - and 
continue to make - to keep our flag flying free. 

Q: Describe a holiday dinner at the Tillery home. 
A: It's the same I had as a kid. I cook the same meal for both Thanks- 
giving and Christmas because it's the only time of the year we have 
turkey and dressing, collard greens and sweet potatoes, red velvet 
cake and pound cake. It's a smorgasbord of Southern cooking, and 
brings back a lot of memories every time I prepare it. 

- Matt Grills 



e ^«"« substitute a gaiion 



of vanill a 





Carolyn 

Quick 

Tillery 



THE MILITARY 
WIVES' COOKBOOK 

Copies: Available at major book 
retailers and online stores such as 
Amazon.com 

Publisher: Cumberland House, 
333 pages, $22.95 

www.cumberlandhouse.com 
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[LEGIONNAIRES INACTION] 



KICK FOR NICK 



Nick Madaras loved soccer. Besides playing for 
Wilton High School in Connecticut, he served as a 
referee and volunteered as assistant coach for the 
middle-school team. So it was no surprise to those 
who knew Madaras that, while deployed, the Army 
soldier shared his passion for the sport 
with Iraqi children. He'd watch them 
kick rocks down the streets of Baqubah, 
because they had no soccer balls. While 
home on leave in July 2006, Madaras 
talked with his father, Bill, about 
sending soccer balls and equipment to Iraq so he 
could share them with local boys and girls. 

Two months later, 19-year-old Madaras was killed 
by a roadside bomb while on patrol. But his plan to 
share soccer with Iraqi children didn't die with him. 

"I didn't know the Madaras (family) at all, but 
when I heard about Nick's death - well, as a 
veteran, it's pretty touching," said Ken Dartley, a 
member of American Legion Post 86 in Wilton. "I 
went to his graveside funeral service. Afterward, in 
reading news accounts, I learned that Nick had 
been a soccer player and that he'd asked his father 
to send some soccer balls and equipment over to 
Iraq. I thought, 'Why not try to help?'" 



FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 

www. kickfornick. org 



Dartley contacted Bill Madaras and got permis 
sion from Post 86 to put up a soccer net in front 
of the post - right in the center of Wilton - as 
a drop-off point for soccer balls to send to 
Iraq. That was two years ago, and since then, 
the "Kick for Nick" program 
has collected and shipped 
more than 11,000 soccer balls 
to U.S. troops in Iraq and 
Afghanistan to distribute to 
children. Two thousand more 
are waiting to be shipped. 

On Jan. 20-21, ESPN aired a piece on 
"Kick for Nick" that helped spread the 
word. The program has received donations 
from all but four U.S. states. Schools and 
businesses across the country are participating, 
too. Anyone who brought a soccer ball to a recent 
University of Connecticut soccer game got free 
admission; 1,000 soccer balls were collected. 
Dartley's alma mater, the University of Texas, sent 
him 60 balls. 

"It's taken on a life of its own. It's still going," 
Dartley said. "I think people watched the (segment 
that aired on ESPN) and were moved by it. They 



[TROOP SUPPORT] 



Freedom Tree lights up in support of U.S. military 



The small resort village of Indian 
Point, Mo. - located on Table Rock Lake 
next to the major tourist destination of 
Branson - makes a strong patriotic 
statement with its annual drive- 
through holiday display. Called the 
"Enchanted Forest," the mile-long 
drive features 500,000 lights in the 
form of tunnels and animated 
woodland creatures. 

The focal point is a crooked old 
Osage orange tree, which, until 2001, 
was wrapped in lights of various colors. 
That year, volunteers decided to show 
Indian Point's support for Americans 
serving in the military by decorating 
the tree in 60,000 red, white and blue 
lights. At the tree's base, a sign 
proclaims, "Let Freedom Ring!" 

Now in its seventh year, the Freedom 
Tree is expected to draw more than 
100,000 people this winter. 




The Enchanted Forest is located at 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
campground, three miles south of 
Highway 76 on Indian Point Road, 
between Branson and Branson West. 
Open from dusk until midnight 



through Jan. 1, the annual event is a 
partnership of the Village, the Indian 
Point Chamber of Commerce, the 
Corps of Engineers and hundreds of 
community volunteers. (800) 888-3313, 
http://indianpoint.org 



46 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE | DECEMBER 2008 




see it's something they can do to help." 

Every soccer ball has "Pfc. Nick Madaras" 
written on it. "I proposed having his name on 
every ball," Dartley said. "And in every crate of 
soccer balls we send over is Nick's bio, which is 
read by a translator when the balls are handed out 
to the children." 



"Kick for Nick" has made a difference. In the 
ESPN piece, Salah Farag of Karesh, Iraq, said 
through a translator, "We would like to say to 
(Nick's) family that it is true that he was killed 
and they lost him. But as far as we are concerned, 
he is present with the Iraqi children, and whenever 
they play soccer, they will remember him." 
Gen. David Petraeus, then-commander of 
Multinational Force-Iraq, wrote a letter to the 
Madaras family applauding their work. "Your 
generous donations are enabling Iraqi chil- 
dren to play soccer, and they are tangible 
reminders to the Iraqi people and our troopers 
of the support we have from Americans like 
you," he said. 

Tears fill Bill Madaras' eyes when he's asked 
what his son would think of "Kick for Nick." 

"He never would have believed how something 
he wanted to do personally would turn out to be 
a huge effort," Bill said. "It's made a positive 
impact on the situation over there, which is 
what (Nick) wanted to do. Obviously a lot of 
people wanted to help out in some way. This 
wasn't isolated to Nick, but he opened the box." 

- Steve Brooks 



[LEGISLATION] 



Public urged to support Purple Heart Forever stamp 



Earlier this year, Rep. Peter King, R-N.Y., and Sen. Hillary 
Clinton, D-N.Y., introduced a bill in Congress to create the 
Purple Heart Forever stamp, eliminating the need to keep 
reissuing such stamps with specific postage 
rates. As long as the U.S. Postal Service must 
decide whether to reissue the stamp, it may 
eventually be retired from circulation. 

The Perpetual Purple Heart Stamp Act 
sought to create a stamp that would forever 
honor U.S. servicemembers killed or wounded 
in combat. The American Legion endorsed the 
legislation. But the Purple Heart Forever 
stamp can no longer be created via 
legislation, since congressional committees 
on oversight and government reform no 
longer consider such bills. So King and 
Clinton need a groundswell of national 
support, directed at the Citizens' Stamp Advisory 
Committee (CSAC), to convince the Postal Service to issue 
the "forever" version of the Purple Heart stamp. 

"I am grateful for the Legion's dedication to the creation 
of the stamp," King told The American Legion Magazine. "Its 



endorsement demonstrates the wide range of support for 
making the Purple Heart stamp a permanent fixture. I am 
certain that the support from our nation's veterans will 
resonate even stronger." Clinton also commended the 

Legion for its strong support of the Purple 
Heart Forever stamp. "I hope that by 
working together, we can ensure that this 
tribute receives the permanence it 
deserves," she said. 

On Oct. 6, DoD announced that an 
estimated 17,000 deceased U.S. prisoners of 
war could be awarded Purple Hearts under 
a new policy. The medals have been denied 
n the past to POWs who died in captivity, if 
it could not be proven they had been 
wounded or killed by the enemy. 
King and Clinton are asking Legionnaires 
to help make the Purple Heart Forever stamp a reality by 
sending letters of support to the CSAC. Letters of support 
should be mailed to the Citizens' Stamp Advisory 
Committee, c/o Stamp Development, U.S. Postal Service, 
Suite 5013, 1735 N. Lynn St., Arlington, VA 22209. 
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[FOREIGN AFFAIRS] 

FREEDOM ON THE DECLINE 

The global watchdog Freedom House has labeled 2007 
"a notable setback for freedom." Citing reversals in 
one-fifth of countries on the earth, one Freedom House 
researcher laments a "profoundly disturbing 
deterioration of freedom worldwide." Notable 
declensions include Afghanistan, Egypt, Nicaragua, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, Russia, Syria and Venezuela, while 
Haiti, Poland and Turkey showed signs of progress. 
The report says 46 percent of the earth's population 
live in freedom, 18 percent live in partial freedom 
and 36 percent live in countries that are not free. 

The good news is that the overall global trend 
continues to move in the direction of freedom: 




I YEAR 


FREE COUNTRIES 


NOT FREE 1 


1977 


28 percent 


41 percent 


1987 


35 percent 


30 percent 


1997 


42 percent 


28 percent 


2007 


47 percent 


22 percent 



Freedom House has also released its 2008 report on 
press freedom, concluding that "press freedom 
declined on a global scale in 2007, with 
particularly worrisome trends in the former 
Soviet Union, Asia and sub-Saharan Africa." 
The top ranks are dominated by European 
nations: 

All told, 37 percent 
of countries were 
deemed "free," 30 
percent "partly 
free," and 33 
percent "not free." 
The United States, 
standard-bearer of 
freedom of the 
press, was given a 
surprisingly low 
ranking due to 
"continuing 
problems in the 
legal sphere, 
particularly 
concerning cases 
in which the 
authorities tried to 
compel journalists 
to reveal 
confidential 
sources," said 
Freedom House 
researcher Karin 
Deutsch Karlekar. 
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Iceland 
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Netherlands 




New Zealand 




Switzerland 


21 


United States 
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"The Wall Street crash doesn't mean that there will be any 

general or serious business depression ... For six years, American 

business has been diverting a substantial part of its attention, 

its energies and its resources on the speculative game ... Now 

that irrelevant alien and hazardous adventure is over. Business 

has come home again, back to its job, providentially unscathed, 

sound in wind and limb, financially stronger than ever before/' 

Business Week, Nov. 2,1929 

'let me remind you that credit is the lifeblood of business, 
the lifeblood of prices and jobs." 

President Herbert Hoover, Oct. 4, 1932 

"But while they prate of economic laws, men and women 

are starving. We must lay hold of the fact that economic laws 

are not made by nature. They are made by human beings." 

Democratic nominee for president Franklin D. Roosevelt, July 2, 1932 




"We can solve this crisis and we will. 

We are a prosperous nation with immense resources 

and a wide range of tools at our disposal." 

President George W. Bush 

"It is the policy of the federal government to use all 

resources at its disposal to make our financial system stronger. 

We will use all of the tools we've been given to maximum 

effectiveness, including strengthening the capitalization of 

financial institutions of every size." 

U.S. Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson 

"The U.S. economy has sound economic fundamentals. 
While we continue to believe the U.S. economy will grow, it will 
grow at a slower pace, and there is no doubt downside risks 
have increased." 

David McCormick, 

U.S. Undersecretary of the Treasury for International Affairs 
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Complete 50-Coin Uncirculated Statehood Collection 



JUST 
I RELEASED! I 



[ENVIRONMENT] 

Sea monster 

Scientists are alarmed by what is 
being called a "plastic soup" of waste 
floating in the middle of the Pacific 
Ocean. The strange, manmade 
phenomenon "covers an area twice 
the size of the continental United 
States," according to the British 
newspaper The Independent. 

The semi-submersed, semi-floating 
debris field churns 500 nautical miles 
off California and reaches past Hawaii. 
It includes "everything from footballs 
and kayaks to LEGO blocks." Some of 
it is trash from ships and sea-based 
platforms, but most comes from land. 

The central Pacific's slow circulation 
and light winds allow the garbage to 
form a loose chain of flotsam that 
"moves around like a big animal 
without a leash," in the words of one 
oceanographer. 




The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 
estimates that the Arctic may hold 
90 billion barrels of oil, 44 billion 
barrels of propane and butane, and 
1.6 trillion cubic feet of gas. About a 
third of the oil is in Alaskan territory, 
but Russia is carving out its own 
"exclusive Arctic zone" to exploit 
resources that may or may not be in 
Russian territory. And Canada's 
National Post reports that Russian 
Gen. Vladimir Shamanov recently 
announced that Russia is training 
"troops that could be engaged in 
Arctic combat missions." 

Donald Lee Gautier of the USGS 
told the Wall Street Journal that the 
region "will not ratchet up global 
production like a new Saudi Arabia." 
But bordering nations - including two 
nuclear-armed powers with a long 
history of mistrust - are certainly 
ratcheting up the tension. 




! — I 

ED! 



1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 



Statehood Quarters are now in the 

Final Year of Issue! 



Includes latest 
2008 releases! 



Time is running out! Don't miss out on this 
50-coin complete set of Uncirculated Statehood 
quarters! Hoarded by the public, these popular 
coins are now vanishing from circulation and 
WILL NEVER BE MINTED AGAIN! But now, with 
this special offer for new customers only, you can 
own year sets of all the 1999-2008 Uncirculated 
Statehood quarters for just $19.95! Enjoy a special 
savings of 71% off the regular price and get 
FREE shipping to your home! Plus, order now and 
you'll also receive all five Uncirculated special- 
issue 2004-2006 nickels, absolutely FREE! 



You'll also receive our fully illustrated catalog, 
plus other fascinating selections from our Free 
Examination Coins-on-Approval Service, from 
which you may purchase any or none of the coins - 
return balance in 15 days - with option to cancel 
at any time. Don't delay! Get these historic, once- 
in-a-lifetime quarters before they vanish forever! 

LittletonCoin.com/specials 



FREE! 




Act now and get all 
five Uncirculated 2004-2006 
special-issue Jefferson Nickels 



★ SPECIAL SAVINGS* 



Plus, add a Statehood Display I 
Folder for just $3.50 - a 
special savings of over 10%! 



r^f \7"PQ[ Please send me the complete Uncirculated 1999-2008 
L?lP 1 Statehood Quarter Year Set for the special price of 

$19.95 - regularly $69^00, plus Free Shipping (limit 5 sets). Also 
send my FREE Jefferson Nickels (one set per customer, please) . 

Method of payment: □ Check payable to Littleton Coin Co. □ VISA □ MasterCard 

□ American Express □ Discover Network 
Card No. Exp. Date / 



Special Offer for New Customers Only 
| ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED WITHIN 30 DAYS~| 

How Many (limit 5 sets) : 

Total Cost @ $19.95 per set: $ 



1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 


Name 




Please print your complete name and address clearly 


Address 




Citv 


State Zip 



$ 

$ FREE! 

$ 



Add a Custom Statehood Display Folder & 
SAVE over 10% @ $3.50 each! (limit 5): 

Shipping & Handling: 
u ncasc send coupon to.- Total Amount: 

d ^Littleton 

y I Coin Com pany 

„ Dept. 9CK418 
8 1309 Mt. Eustis Road 
g Littleton NH 03561-3737 



45-Day Money Back Guarantee of Satisfaction 
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Lung Cancer or Mesothelio 



Due to occupational e 
you can still file an 




besto 



Protect your rights by calling the law firm that has achieved over 
$1 BILLION in verdicts and settlements for clients all across the USA. 



WEITZ LUXENBERG 



POLLUTANTS • DRUGS • ACCIDENTS • INJURIE 



180 Maiden Lane ■ 

1.888.411.LAWS 



New York, NY 10038 

www.weitzlux.com 



The statute of limitations of your respective state 
will help determine your ability to file a claim. 
Future verdicts or settlements cannot be predicted 
from prior results. 

We may associate with local firms in states 
wherein we do not maintain an office. 



RAPID FIRE 



ON POINT 




VETERANS & BUSINESS 



[ECONOMICS] 

Market your veteran status 

Is your veteran status a selling point or sales detraction? 
Marketing is largely an emotional game. It's an established 
fact that we make purchasing decisions emotionally, then 
seek to justify them rationally. This is true with both large 
purchases and small. Many factors play a part in our 
emotional decision-making process - some subconscious, 
some presorted through the 
individual filters of who we are. 

The same is true regarding the 
perception of veteran status. Many 
might say that openly displaying 
veteran status in the 70s would not 
have been considered the best way 
to promote yourself as a business 
owner. But what about today? I go 
back and forth on this issue, myself. 
I am extremely proud of my military service and would like 
nothing more than to print my complete military biography 
on the back of my business card. But just because it 
impresses me doesn't necessarily mean that it will impress 
prospective customers. One of the most important things to 
remember when deploying any marketing campaign is to 
market to your customer. I know that sounds simple, but I 
find that most small business marketing strategies tend to 
speak directly to the person designing the campaign. If you 
are the owner of a small business, that usually means you. 

Remember, you already bought; it's your target market 
you need to convince. So you have to speak in a language 
they understand. 

Some examples of ways to market your company by 
virtue of your veteran status may include: 

■ Giving your former rank and date of service in business 
publications 

■ Printing a former unit of assignment or military job title at 
the bottom of your business card or flyer 

■ Using brief quote on your flyers or your Web site, such 
"When I left the military" or "As a former squad leader ..." 

■ Dedicating a memoriam: "Remembering the soldiers of 
Charlie Battery, 1 1/5." 

■ A slogan, such as "Soldiers Lead the Way" or "Semper Fi" 
You want to make it known that you are not trying to elicit 

sympathy or guilt, just that you possess a set of disciplines 
and skills that some of your competitors may not. 

Finally, if you plan to do business with the government, or 
one of its prime contractors, including the acronyms SDVOB 
(service-disabled veteran-owned business) or VOSB 
(veteran-owned service business) is a must. 

Readers are welcome to e-mail their questions for "On Point" to 
lcelli@nevbrc.org. Louis J. CelliJr. is a retired Army master 
sergeant who has started and developed businesses, and has 
counseled hundreds of veteran entrepreneurs. He is CEO of the 
Northeast Veterans Business Resource Center. 



[FUNDRAISING] 



RIFLE RAFFLES 
RAKE IN CASH 



The American Legion Department of Washington 
conducted two annual sweepstakes in 2006 and 2007, 
offering a cash prize to the winner. The fundraisers 
netted $30,000 to $35,000. But in 2008, when the 
department offered winners the choice between 
the cash prize and a custom-engraved rifle, 
sweepstakes profits jumped. 

Using rifles crafted by A&A Engraving as prizes, 
the department saw profits from two 2008 
sweepstakes increase to a combined $120,000. The 
rifles are engraved exclusively for The American 
Legion and the State of Washington. 

Mark Smith of A&A Engraving in Rapid City, 
S.D., said the departments of Montana and 
Florida have also used engraved rifles as 
fundraisers, along with a few South Dakota 
posts. Rifles are currently being designed for 
Colorado, Iowa and Nebraska. 

A&A Engraving has been in the design, 
engraving and plating of commemorative 
firearms for more than 25 years. Each rifle 
costs $3,000 to create and is a Model 92 
lever-action rifle that "looks like something 
John Wayne would have used," Smith says. 

A&A can custom-engrave the name of the 
department, the Legion emblem, the U.S. 
Flag, and state and military images. The 
rifles are finished with 24-karat gold, 
antique gold and high-gloss nickel. 

Henry G. Fix Post 23 in Garretson, S.D., 
raffled off one of A&A Engraving's rifles 
last December. In 55 days, the post sold 
300 tickets at $20 apiece. After paying for 
the rifle, the post netted a profit of $3,000, 
which helped pay for desperately needed 
repairs to the post home's roof. 

A&A will produce 90 commemorative 
.45-caliber, semi-automatic pistols (M1911), 
also for raffle, in honor of The American 
Legion's 90th anniversary. 

"We think there may be some people 
who want to buy those for themselves, 
though," Smith said. 

Designed by John M. Browning, the 
M1911 .45-caliber pistol was the standard- 
issue U.S.-military side arm for more than 
70 years. About 2.7 million M1911 pistols 
were procured by the United States from 
1911 to 1985. 
www.aaengraving.com, (800) 243-4641 



MEMBER BENEFITS 

A complete list of all American Legion membership benefits is available online 
The Member Benefits Division can also provide information by phon 



www.legion.org/benefits 
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Introducing the world's simplest cell phone experience — with service as low as $10 a month* 

It doesn't play games, take pictures, 
NEW or give you the weather. 

No 

Contract ^he Jitterbug developed with Samsung. 

It's the cell phone that's changing all the rules. 

For people like me, who want a cell phone that's easy to use. Over the years, 
cell phones have become smaller and smaller with so many complicated features. 
They are harder to program and harder to use. But the Jitterbug® cell phone has 
simplified everything, so its not only easy to use, its easy to try. No crowded 
malls, no waiting in line, no confusing sales people, or complicated plans. 
Affordable and convenient cell phone service is only a toll-free phone call away. 



The new Jitterbug® cell phone makes calling simple! 

• Large, bright, easy to see display and buttons 

• Comes pre-programmed and ready to use right out of the box 

• No contract required 

• An operator is always available to help you, and will call you by name 

• Push "Yes" to call directly from your personal phone list 

• Soft ear cushion and louder volume for better sound quality 

• Separate Volume Up/Down button on cover of phone 

• Hearing aid compatible 

• Familiar dial tone confirms service (no other cell phone has this) 

• Service as low as $10 a month* 

• Access help wherever you go 




r 



Why pay for minutes you'll never use! 





Simple 


Simple 




30 


60 




Plan + 


Plan + 


Monthly Price 


$15.00 


$20.00 


Included Minutes/Month 


30 


60 


Operator Assistance 


24/7 


24/7 


911 Access 


FREE 


FREE 


Long Distance Calls 


No add 'I charge 


No add 'I charge 


Nationwide Coverage" 


Yes 


Yes 


Trial Period 


30 days 


30 days 



Available in a simple 
12-button Dial phone 
and an even simpler 
3-button OneTouch 
phone for easy access 
to the operator, the 
number of your 
choice, and 911. 



©(§)© 
® © © 



12-button Dial Phone 

available in 
Graphite and White. 



Service as low as $10 a month and a friendly 30-day return policy**. If you've ever wanted 
the security and convenience of a cell phone, but never wanted the fancy features and minutes 
you don't need. . . Jitterbug® is for you. Like me, you'll soon be telling your friends about 
Jitterbug®. Call now. 



jifterfmg 



brought to you 



by fir5tSTREET 

J for Boomers and Beyond 8 



1998 Ruffin Mill Road 
Colonial Heights, VA 23834 



Jitterbug® Cell Phone item# Bu-4722 
Call now for our lowest price. 

Please mention promotional code 36868. 

1-888-753-7122 

www. j i tte r b u gd i rect. co m 



IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agreement, select calling plans, and credit approval. Other charges and restrictions may apply. Screen images simulated. Coverage and service 
not available everywhere. Copyright © GreatCall, Inc. Jitterbug and GreatCall are trademarks of GreatCall, Inc. Samsung is a registered trademark of Samsung Electronics America, Inc and its related entities. *Not 
including government taxes, assessment surcharges, and set-up fee. **Applies to phone and monthly service charges only, provided call time usage is less than 30 minutes and phone is in like-new condition. Usage 
charges may apply. tAll plans require the purchase of a Jitterbug phone. In addition, there is a one time set up fee of $35. ttjitterbug will work almost everywhere in the U.S. where cellular service is available from 
most of the major carriers. 



[EDUCATION] 

VA won't outsource 
new Gl Bill after all 

The American Legion applauded Depart- 
ment of Veterans Affairs Secretary James 
Peake's decision to retain control of the new 
GI Bill, rather than outsourcing services. 
VA recently announced that it did not receive 
enough proposals from qualified private-sector 
contractors to create an information-technology 
program that implements the new benefit. 

In September, National Commander David K. 
Rehbein expressed concerns about VA's earlier 
decision to contract out certain delivery aspects 
of the educational benefit. During testimony 
before a joint session of the House and Senate 
Veterans Affairs committees, he said the Le- 
gion's opposition to VA's earlier plan to out- 
source was based on practicality. 

"VA employs IT personnel with intimate 
knowledge of how to best serve the veterans 
community," Rehbein said. "VA should be 
provided with the additional resources needed 
to get the job done by the August 2009 imple- 
mentation date. The new GI Bill is an earned 
benefit that the newest generation of wartime 
veterans richly deserves. The ultimate goal is to 
assure timely delivery of these enhanced 
benefits. The American Legion will continue to 
work with VA to achieve this goal." 

The Post-9/11 GI Bill will provide education 
assistance to veterans, military members, 
reservists and National Guard members 
who have served on active duty since Sept. 11, 
2001. By law, the new benefits are scheduled to 
start Aug. I, 2009. 

www. mygibill org 



[EDUCATION] 



New benefits start Aug. 1 



MYGIBILL 

n 

VETERANS & EDUCATION 

BY VALERIE VIGIL 



Valerie Vigil, a Marine Corps veteran and member of 
American Legion Post 27 in Arizona, has been director of 
veterans affairs at Mesa Community College for the past 25 
years. She serves as vice president of 
the National Association of Veteran 
Affairs and as a member of the 
executive board for the Western 
Association of Veteran Program 
Administrators. 

Her question-and-answer column, 
"My GI Bill," will appear monthly in 
Rapid Fire and frequently in other 
American Legion publications and 
electronic media. The purpose of the column is to provide a 
clear understanding for veterans seeking to use their GI Bill 
education benefits, particularly in light of the Post-9/11 GI Bill 
that takes effect next August. 

GI Bill questions can be directed to her by e-mail. 
askvalerie@legion.org 

Q: Why isn't the new GI Bill in effect yet? 

A: Congress wanted the Post-9/11 Veterans Educational 
Assistance Act to take effect immediately after it was passed 
last summer. However, with many substantial changes to the 
benefit - including transferability to spouses and 
dependents, improvements for National Guard and reserve 
veterans and other features - VA needed time to implement 
the new law. 

The official effective date for the Post-9/11 GI Bill is 
Aug. 1,2009. 

Because of that lag, Congress passed the biggest increase 
ever for users of the Montgomery GI Bill - what we call 
Chapter 30. A 20-percent increase in the Montgomery GI Bill 
benefit gives a veteran who served on active duty for at least 
three years approximately $1,321 per month for a full-time 
college enrollment. 



\E AMERICAN LEGION GUIDE TO VETERANS EDUCATION BENEFITS 
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GI Bill basics 



Last summer's passage of the Post-9/11 GI Bill 
vastly improved VA's portfolio of education 
benefits for veterans. But it also created a storm of 
confusion for many veterans trying to use the new 
benefits, which don't take effect until Aug. 1, 2009. 
The American Legion's Economic Division has 
produced, in coordination with national veteran 
education experts, a new booklet to outline the 
basics of the four main education benefits now 
offered to veterans. Also, the Legion has launched 
www.nriygibill.org, a new Web site, to help. 
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NEW DESIGN! 



as Da 




OURS 

HING ^ 
COMFORT 

ONLY $^g97 



Shipping 
& Handling! 



Adjustable Closure 
Assures A 

PERFECT FII 
VERYDAY! 



• Diabetes ^ 

• Blisters 
•Tired Feet 

• Bunions 
•Swollen Feet 



Adjustable - Custom Fit 



•refresh • revitalize •invigorate 
The Longer You Wear Them... 
The Better Your Feet Will Feel! 



ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-530-2689 



www. 



ProductsCatalog.com ( 



Web Offers 
May Vary 



So Comfortable— You'll 
Never Want To Take Them Off 

These may very well be the most 
comfortable shoes you'll ever slip your feet 
into. Not only are they totally constructed of 
imported plush polyester from heel to toe, 
they have a memory foam insole that 
conforms to the exact shape of your foot for 
ultimate comfort. If that's not enough, the 
top has a self closure that adjusts for an 
even more custom fit. Also features a 
flexible TPR "rubber" sole for sure footing 
and durability indoors or out. So 
comfortable you might forget you're wearing 
them. Hurry, order today and get FREE 
SHIPPING AND HANDLING. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back 





24 Hour Health Shoes 

INDICATE NUMBER OF PAIRS ORDERED UNDER SIZE 




#95021 

Men's 
S (6-7) 


#95022 
Men's 
M (7 1 / 2 -8 1 / 2 ) 


#95023 
Men's 
L (9-10) 


#95024 
Men's 
XL (11-12) 




#9501 7 
Ladies' 
S (5-6) 


#9501 8 
Ladies' 
M (6 1 / 2 -7 1 / 2 ) 


#9501 9 
Ladies' 
L (8-9) 


#95020 
Ladies' 
XL(9 1 / 2 -10/ 2 ) 




__ Pr(s) 24 Hour Health Shoes @ $16.97pr. 


$ 




CA residents must add 7.25% sal 


3s tax 


$ 




Shipping & Handling Add*$S>9£ 


$ FREE 








TOTAL 


$ 



Please Print Clearly Dept. 60646 

□Enclosed is my check or money order payable to Dream Products, Inc. 

Charge my: □ VISA □ MasterCard □ Discover®/NOVUS SM Cards 



Card# 



| Expiration Date 



/ 



City. 



_Zip. 



Dream Products, Inc., 412 DREAM LANE, VAN NUYS, CA 91496 



RAPID FIRE 



[MEMBER BENEFITS] 

Legion, Sears partner on Heroes at Home fundraising 



i 




Since 1916, Sears has been committed to mem- 
bers of America's military, employing many of 
them while they are stationed at home and holding 
their jobs while they are deployed overseas. In 
2007, Sears launched Heroes at Home to help U.S. 
military personnel renovate and rebuild their 
homes. Since then, Sears has raised more than 
$5 million through Heroes at Home for Rebuilding 
Together and rebuilt more than 200 homes for U.S. 
veterans and their families. Sears' Heroes at Home 
is committed to bringing warmth, safety 
and accessibility to homeowners who do 
not have the financial or physical 
resources to complete home repairs and 
other necessary improvements, 
i This holiday season, Sears invites 
local American Legion posts into Sears 
stores to help with Heroes at Home 
fundraising and to sign up new 
American Legion members. 
Sears was one of the first 
American Legion Blue Star 
Banner Award winners for 
support of Guard and 
reserve Sears associates. 
It may surprise many 
§e^& Americans to hear just 

^ how much Sears supports 

our men and women in 
J^u. uniform - and their 

families - with programs 
such as Operation Purple, 




i 



Sears has made life easier for veterans and military families 
unable to make home repairs of their own through the 
Legion-supported Heroes at Home for Rebuilding Together 
program. 

a $2.5 million grant to the National Military Family 
Association that funds a series of camps for 
children of deployed military personnel. In 2002, 
Sears became a founding member of the Army 
Spouse Employment Partnership, partnering with 
the Army for a program that offers military 
spouses a resource for finding employment. Sears 
also extended its Military Pay Differential and 
Benefits Continuation to fill the gap between 
military pay and employer pay, and benefits 
continuation to 60 months for eligible employees 
called to duty in the reserves or National Guard. 

In 2005, Sears Holdings received the Secretary of 
Defense Employer Support Freedom Award, which 
publicly recognizes U.S. employers who provide 
exceptional support to employees serving the 
nation in the National Guard and reserves. The 
Freedom Award is the highest in a series of Em- 
ployer Support for the Guard and Reserve awards. 



[AMERICAN LEGION RACING] 



Operation Freedom Car 



Legionnaires who love auto racing 
have a rare opportunity to see their 
name or the name of their post on the 
hood of the American Legion 76 
Freedom Car show car. At the same 
time, they can help lighten the load for 
U.S. troops currently serving in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. 

American Legion Racing is 
sponsoring Operation Freedom Car by 
sending bottles of "4 in 1" hygiene care 
to troops serving overseas. The 
concentrated liquid is four products in 
one: shampoo, conditioner, body wash 
and shave, in one travel-sized bottle. 



The 76 Freedom Car team 
hopes to send 5,000 cases to 
deployed troops this year, says 
team owner Jack Johnson. Each case 
contains 12 "4 in 1" bottles. 

For every $100 donated, a case of 
"4 in 1" will be sent to troops in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Every shipment will 
contain a letter of appreciation and a 
list of all the American Legion posts or 
individuals who contributed $100 to 
the Operation Freedom Car project. 

In addition, all American Legion 
posts and individuals donating $100 or 
more will have their names displayed 




on the hood of the American Legion 76 
Freedom Car show car throughout 
2009. 

All American Legion posts and 
individuals who participate will receive 
certificates recognizing them as 
honorary associate sponsors of the 
American Legion 76 Freedom Car. 

To contribute $100 to Operation 
Freedom Car, make checks payable to 
Team Johnson Motorsports, P.O. Box 
919,Mooresville,NC 28115. 
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[LEGIONNAIRES INACTION] 
DEPARTMENT OF OKLAHOMA: 

Last winter, The American Legion's 
Department of Oklahoma brought 
nearly 2,000 Guardsmen home for the 
holidays. Operation Holiday 
Homecoming required 42 buses and 
more than $400,000 in contributions. 
By all accounts, the event was a 
phenomenal success. 

Funds left over from Operation 
Holiday Homecoming were used to 
provide meals, camp opportunities 
for deployed soldiers' children, auto 
repairs and other needs. 

"We have not turned away one 
family in need," said David Kellerman, 
adjutant for the Department of 
Oklahoma. 

This year, Oklahoma Legionnaires 
did it again by financially supporting 
what they simply retitled "Operation 
Homecoming." Thanks to the 
department, the Fires Brigade - 
an extension of the 45th Division 
Oklahoma Army National Guard - 
enjoyed six days of leave at the end of 
October before deploying to Iraq. 

The department raised about 




Photo: Brandi Simons 



$150,000 to rent more than 20 buses 
to transport the troops from Fort 
Hood, Texas, where they'd been 
training, to visit their families in 
Oklahoma before deployment. Posts' 
donations also purchased food and 
drinks for the home-bound soldiers. 

About 500 Guardsmen were 
dropped off Oct. 22 at five locations 
around the state: Altus, Lawton, 
Weatherford, Eden and Oklahoma 
City. They returned to Fort Hood on 
Oct. 28. 

Any funds left over from Operation 
Homecoming will be used to support 
Oklahoma Guard families throughout 
the year, Kellerman said. 
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Purchase • Debt Consolidation 
Rate Reduction 



We Specialize In 

VA Loans and 
Reverse Mortgages 

(No Monthly Payments) 

Seller Paid Closing Costs 
No Mortgage Insurance 
No Money Down 

Toll Free: (888) 381-6161 

Apply Online: 
www.usvahomeloans.com 



You Served Your 
Country!! 

Let Your Country 
Serve You!! 




Jay Ruhstorfer Sr. 



[CHILDREN & YOUTH] 

11 students win 
Samsung scholarships 

Eleven high-school students emerged 
from a field of nearly 100 applicants to 
receive $20,000 Samsung-American 
Legion scholarships. They are Samuel 
I. Andersen, Brigham City, Utah; 
Joseph Arsenault, Berlin, N.H.; Forrest 
W. Ford, Tuscaloosa, Ala.; Joshua D. 
Habermehl, Moberly, Mo.; Jessica R. 
Jaeger, Mellen, Wis.; Thomas C. 
Mealey, Bloomington, Minn.; John R. 
Mitchem, Sedgwick, Kan.; Kelly R. 
Murphy, Glendale, Ariz.; Conner R. 
Pate, Dallas; Courtney Reeder, 
Worthington, Ohio; and Rachel E. 
Rominger, New Palestine, Ind. 

The Legion's National Committee on 
Education, with Samsung Corp., 
considered academic record, school 
and community activities, and 
financial need. Eligibility requires 
students to be direct descendants of 
U.S. wartime veterans. All had 
grandfathers who served either in 
World War II, the Korean War, or both. 



MESOTHELIOMA 

and Asbestos Related Lung Cancer 
National Legal Help 



If you, or a loved one, have been diagnosed with Mesothelioma or asbestos 
related LUNG CANCER, you may be entitled to substantial money damages. For 
a free packet of information, including books*, please contact us. 



LAW OFFICES OF 



Robert L. Steinberg 



experience 



TOLL FREE : 1-888-891-2200 
EMAIL: rls@robertlsteinberg.com 
WEBSITE: www.mesotheliomaoptions.com 




Robert L. Steinberg 
Attorney at Law 

• 23 years experience 

• Accepting cases in all 
50 states 



Robert L. Steinberg is licensed to practice law in the State of Texas and in the State of New York. 
Principal office located in Houston, Texas. Local counsel will be associated in 
the client's state filing. Cases are likely to be referred. 



QiS 



Robert L. Steinberg is licensed by the Texas Supreme Court. 



How to submit a reunion 



The American Legion Magazine pub- 
lishes reunion notices for veterans. 
Send notices to The American Legion 
Magazine, Attn: Reunions, P.O. Box 
1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax 
(317) 630-1280, e-mail reunions@legion.org 
or submit information via our Web site, 
www.legion.org/veterans/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are publicized free of charge. 

Your notice will appear on our Web site within 
a weekand will remain available online until 
the final day of your reunion. Upon submission, 
please allow three months for your reunion to 
be published in print. Due to the large number 
of reunions, The American Legion Magazine 



AIR FORCE/ARMY AIR FORCES 

2nd Inf Div Korean War Vets Alliacne, St. Louis, 
4/30-5/3, Ralph Hockley, (713) 334-0271, 
mh-2idkwva@earthlink.net; 10th Inf Div Co 
K&l (Schweinfurt, Germany), San Antonio, 
5/17-20, Kent Denton, (405) 550-5667; 278th 
Rgt Cbt (Korea), Pigeon Forge, TN, 3/19-21, Billy 
Stewart, (423) 745-9394, bbstewart@webtv.net; 
629th & 178th Ord Supply (Quin Nhon, 
Vietnam), Branson, MO, 6/5-7, Gary L. 
Matthews, (712) 485-2422, gmatt41347@aol.com; 
728th MP Bn, Columbus, OH, 6/17-20, Charles 
Wiseman, (614) 882-3211, c-wiseman728th@ 
yahoo.com 



ARMY 



2nd Eng Cbt Bn Assn, St. Louis, 4/30-5/3, Bob 
Fiedler, (607) 722-5491, rfiedler@stny.rr.com; 
7/15th Arty (All Eras), Omaha, NE, 6/4-7, Richard 
Pennell, (402) 805-0106, cbat71568@yahoo.com; 
7th Inf Div Assn, Baton Rouge, LA, 6/25-28, John 
Stengel, (616) 243-7174, execsec@7id.us; 7th Inf 
Div Assn (Hourglass/Bayonet Div), South, 
Baton Rouge, LA, 6/25-28, John Stengel, (616) 
243-7174, execsec@7id.us; 45th Div, 180th Rgt, 
Heavy Mortar Co, Topeka, KS, 6/4-7, Fred M. 
Jepson, (785) 478-4625, fmjepson@gmail.com; 
174th AHC (Vietnam), Fort Walton Beach, FL, 
5/1-4, Bob Jones, (954) 755-4498, rbjones6@ 
bellsouth.net; 199th LIB, Phoenix, 6/21-26, 
Raymond Brown, (248) 225-8780, redcatcher.inc@ 
comcast.net; C Co 99th Sig Bn, Gainesville, TX, 
4/16-18, Vincent Luciano, (520) 326-3745, 



COAST GUARD 



All Coast Guard Weather Ships and Vessels 
(Pre-1975), Reno, NV, 4/26-29, Doak Walker, (907) 
789-2579, cgcutters@gci.net; Western Great 
Lakes, Marinette, Wl, 5/16, Jeff Lindstrom, imjef- 
fcg@yahoo.com 



JOINT 



Alber marie /USNS Corpus ChristiBay Assn, 

Pensacola, FL, 5/3-5, Larry Ketzel, (734) 878-1699, 
larryketzel@yahoo.com 



MARINES 



East Coast Drill Instructors Reunion, Parris 
Island, SC, 4/23-26, Lee Van Sweringen, 
(843) 521-1197, gunnylee@charter.net 



NAVY 



Carpenter DD-825, Branson, MO, 4/30-5/4, 
Ed Nolan, (770) 476-9698, mared2@ 
bellsouth.net; Claude V. Ricketts (ex-Biddle) 

DDG 5, Jacksonville, FL, 4/30-5/3, Carl Slack, 
(603) 986-4661, slack_39@yahoo.com; 
Donner LSD 20, Washington, 4/23-26, Dennis 
Helmbach, (610) 775-7539, dhelmb@1usa. 



will publish a group's listing only once a year. 

Notices should be sent at least six months prior 
to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 

Other notices 

"In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch 
with people from your unit to plan a reunion. We 
do not publish listings that seek people for 
interviews, research purposes, military pho- 
tos or help in filing a VA claim. Listings must 
include the name of the unit from which you seek 
people, the time period and the location, as well 
as a contact name, telephone number and e-mail 
address. Send notices to The American Legion 
Magazine, Attn: "In Search Of," P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or 
e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of indi- 
viduals, only the name of the unit. Listings are 
published free of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life mem- 



com; Gen W.A. Mann AP 112, Colorado 
Springs, CO, 5/14-16, Richard Higginbotham, 
(334) 277-5124, richkat63@charter.net; Gen. 
H.W. Butner, Indianapolis, 4/16-20, Duane 
Truss, (260) 563-1614, dbtruss@northcc.net; 
Hermitage LSD 34, Norfolk, VA, 6/4-6, John 
Papalia, (516) 978-1477, john333@optonline.net; 
Hugh Purvis DD-709, Chicago, 6/11-14, Steve 
Tindall, (262) 654-5100, paupauly@aol.com; King 
DLG 10, Orlando, FL, June, Peter Vuchetich, 
(619) 263-0788, dlg-10@hullnumber.com; 
Lawrence Assn, Charleston, SC, 6/21-26, Craig 
Bernat, (814) 322-4150, dguts@usslawrence.com; 
Magoffin APA-199, Norfolk, VA, 5/19-24, 
Mike Stein, (800) 621-5950, mpstein1@cox.net; 
Morton DD-948, Corpus Christi, TX, 5/13-17, 
John Kieft, (541) 471-2777, kieftmorton66@aol. 
com; Nav Beach Grp One, Tucson, AZ, 4/22-26, 
Gene Glasco, (757) 899-2631, sglasco@aol.com; 
Nav Const Bn 6 MCB-6, Mobile, AL, 3/20-24, John 
Bevier, (231) 633-9450, jbevier@michweb.net; 
NMCB-128 (All Eras), Biloxi, MS, 4/14-17, George 
McDanel, (618) 259-4694, mcdanelgk@aol.com 
Palau CVE-122 Air Sqdn (All USN & USMC), 
Myrtle Beach, SC, 4/26-30, Harry G. Weldy, 
(410) 658-5043, hweldy@zoominternet.net; 
Pascagoula PCE 874/Eunice PCE 846, Norfolk, 
VA, 04/27-30, Harry Kalback, (641) 524-2811, 
hkalback@netins.net; Portsmouth CL-102 
(1945-1949), Washington, 4/30-5/3, Walt Hohner, 
(732) 463-1745, wphohner@aol.com; Richard L. 
Page DEG-FFG5, Waukegan, IL, 5/25-28, Carl 
Slack, (603) 986-4661, slack_39@yahoo.com; 
Solomon CVE 67 & DE Escorts, TBD, 6/27-30, 
Joseph E. Comeau, Jr., (207) 943-8856, comeaufa@ 
ggcg.org; Support Antarctic Support 
Winter-Over 1970, Savannah, GA, 3/29-4/1, Dale 
Cockrill, (770) 387-2270, mdaleteach@aol.com; 
Thomas C. Hart DE/FF 1092, Charleston, SC, 
6/10-14, Jerry R. Leatherwood, (252) 524-4021, 
jerrylwood@embarqmail.com; Trenton LPD-14, 
Norfolk, VA, 7/24-26, James Bufford, (334) 
756-8278, captpicard30668@yahoo.com; UWSS, 
Panama City, FL, 5/15-17, Woody Woodward, 
(850) 785-7215, gunnerww@comcast.net; 
Waccamaw AO-109, Fort Lauderdale, FL, 4/30- 
5/3, SandyJackson, (318) 222-3828, sanwan4@ 
att.net; Warrington DD 843, San Diego, 4/29-5/3, 
Stan Prager, (916) 791-6700, stashuman843@ 
msn.com; Yellowstone AD 27, Gaithersburg, MD, 
5/14-17, 2009, Paul Bowen, (352) 854-1387, bowp@ 
worldnet.att.net 

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 

Post 791, CA: Harold W. Markie Jr. 

Post 186, FL: Jimmy Schultz, Arlene Peragine 

Post 313, MA: John Anderson, Richard LaCourse, 

Peter Delmore 
Post 3, MT: Dominic Fontana, Louis Fontana, 

Donald Jorgenson, Harold V. McCollum, William 

M. Raynes, Samuel T. Pappas 
Post 103, NH: George A. Keech, Joseph Stone 



berships by their posts. This does not include a 
member's own Paid-Up-For-Life membership. 

Notices must be submitted on official forms, 
which may be obtained by sending a self- 
addressed stamped envelope to The American 
Legion Magazine, Attn: Life Memberships, P.O. 
Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress" listings must be 
approved by the Legion's Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
Legion department service officer for informa- 
tion on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a "Comrades in Distress" listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID 
number in your response. 

"Taps" notices are published only for Legion- 
naires who served as department commanders 
or national officers. 



Post 429, NY: John Ochs, Wayne Rifenburgh, 
Gary Roome, James Stone III, James Closs, 
Michael Bickel 



IN SEARCH OF 



1st Bn Aco Pit 1103 (Parris Island, SC, Nov 
1981-Feb 1982), Ray Liebold, (570) 249-1351, 
thcarman1@aol.com 

5th Msl 40th Arty (Fort Sill, OK, 1961-1963), 

David Hood, (440) 953-3961, kojaks0136@ 
yahoo.com 

7th Div 48th FA Bn B Btry (Korea, 1 952-1 953), 

Wayne Fisher, (814) 254-1329 
28th Div 111th Inf Bn G Co, Maneuvers, 

(Ogdensburg, NY, 1930-1940), Joseph 

DeFusco, (215) 288-1694 
30th Inf Heavy Mortar Co (Fort Benning, 

GA, 1953-55), Dick Lester, (860) 887-7566, 

hellcat1944f5f@yahoo.com 
110th MP Sentry Dog Pit (Camp Ames, Korea, 

1970-1972), Marcel Satalic, (219) 796-3873, 

msatalic@gwclaw.com 
604th AC&W Det 1 (Freising, Germany, 

1953- 1956), Jim Werner, (540) 362-2763, 
Jim Werner 

1956th AFCS Sqdn Det 1 (Iwo Jima, 1961-1962), 

Jack Wimmer, (304) 967-7984 
3500th USAF Hosp Sqdn ( Reese AFB, Texas, 

1962-1965), Dave Stolte, (201) 327-1241, 

dcstolte@aolc.om 
Boot Camp US Navy, (San Diego, Feb-March 

1943), John Crane, (770) 983-3423 
Co 1650 (Great Lakes, IL, July-Aug 1944), 

William Kisling, (740) 654-3228, billkisling@ 

hotmail.com 
Co 443rd F Unit (Samsung Nav Tng Base, Aug 

1943), Oren Knapp, (607) 432-1392 
Det 7 313th Sig Co Serv, Roger Hall, 

(585) 924-2259, rdhall_8msn.com 
Great Lakes, IL, HCS Class 15-52 (July-Dec 

1952), James W. Sammis, (520) 396-4559, 

sammicaizol@yahoo.com 
Great Lakes, IL, Co 149 (March-June 

1952), James W. Sammis, (520) 396-4559, 

sammicaizol@yahoo.com 
HQ Sqdn 529th Air Serv Grp (Foggia, Italy, 

1 945-1 946), J. Vodacek, (715) 726-9958, 

bjbvod@aol.com 
LCT 900 (South Pacific, 1944-1946), Floyd 

Doughty, (765) 759-5229 
MACV Advisor Team III 43, MAT 45 & 54 

(Hau Nghia Province, Vietnam, 1969- 

1970), Jimmy Bagwell, (205) 924-9864, 

adjutantjimmy@aol.com 
Osaka, Japan (Kamaoka Buizracks, Oct 

1954- July 1955) FMF "D" Med, 9th Reg 

3rd Mar Div, James W. Sammis, (520) 396-4559, 
sammicaizol@yahoo.com 
San Diego (North Island, June 1953- 
Sept 1954) Mainside & Outpatient 
clinic, James W. Sammis, (520) 396-4559, 
sammicaizol@yahoo.com 
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ob- 



it's So Easy, I Just 
Open The Door And 
Step In! 



San DiegoNav Hosp Ward 10-1, (Dec 1952- 

June 1953), James W. Sammis, (520) 396-4559, 

sammicaizol@yahoo.com 
Sig Corp Processing Center (Young-Dong- 

Po, Korea, 1954-1955), Robert Hesse, 

(516) 741-4146, brhesse31@verizon.net 
Sukiron, Okinawa, Army Hosp (July-Dec 

1955), James W. Sammis, (520) 396-4559, 

sammicaizol@yahoo.com 
USS Cowanesque AD 79 (1 943-1 945), Richard 

Szafranski, (248) 322-1238 
USS Serrano AGS-24 (All Years), James White, 

(480) 969-3086, jmww03@earthlink.net 

TAPS 

Edward Frank Cartier, Dept. of New Jersey. 

Dept.Cmdr. 1991-1992. 
John H. Fritts, Dept. of California. Nat l 

Distinguished Guests Cmte. Memb. 1961-1967, 
Nat'l Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 
1975-1976, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1976-1978 and 1980-1981, Dept. Cmdr. 
1978-1979, Nat'l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 1979-1980, 
Nat'l Americanism Cmsn. Memb. 1981-1984, 
Nat'l & Homeland Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1989- 
1990 and Nat'l Public Relations Cmsn. Memb. 
1992-1994. 

John. E. Hein, Dept. of New Jersey. Nat'l Law 
& Order Memb. 1977-1978, Nat'l Veterans 
Preference Cmte. Memb. 1978-1979 and Dept. 
Cmdr. 1984-1985. 

David R. McEvers, Dept. of Michigan. Nat'l 
Internal Affairs Cmsn. Memb. 1998-2006, Nat'l 
Legis. Cncl. Memb. 2001-2007, Nat'l American 
Legion Endowment Fund Corp. Memb. 2001- 
2002 and Nat'l American Legion Endowment 
Fund Corp. Director 2002-2006. 




Premier Walk-In Baths. 

As we get older bathing can become more 
of a challenge. Premier has an extensive 
range of walk-in tubs which have helped 
improve the lives of thousands of people. 
Call today or return the coupon and discover 
which one of our superb walk-in tubs could 
benefit you the most. 



♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ Core in Bathing 

□ Yes! Please send me a FREE COLOR 
BROCHURE about Premier Walk-In Baths. 

Name 

Telephone 

Address 




City 



State 

*P 

Send to: Premier Bathrooms Inc, 2330 South Nova Rd 
South Daytona, Florida 32119 



" Care in Bathing 



CALL NOW -TOLL FREE 

1-800-578-2899 

SOURCE CODE 10128 



CODE 10128 



Advertisement 

20% of these proceeds go to U.S. Military veterans' charities and causes.. 



There 1 s Never Been A More 
Meaningful Gift For A Hero's 
Family, Proudly Displayed In 
Military Families 9 Homes 

Announcing the first and only AUTHENTIC. . . 

IRAQ WAR PATRIOTIC COIN COLLECTION 
Honoring and Supporting Our American 
Heroes' Determination 
To IHake America And The World Safer 
For Our Families And Future Generations 



Lee Greenwood popular 
Country- Western entertainer 
and writer of hit song 'God 
Bless the USA' proudly 
supports the efforts of 
Products For Good. 




Hi, this is LEE GREENWOOD - proud to be an American 
just like you, and thrilled to be involved with Products- 
For-Good's raising of millions of dollars for veterans' 
charities. Our brave men and women are coming home 
from Iraq and elsewhere - from the walls protecting our 
land of the free - with severe injuries, with families in 
financial trauma, and they need our help. Every time you 
give one of these magnificent commemorative, collectible 
Iraq coin displays as a gift to military family members or 
friends or as business gifts, you automatically make a 
contribution. Thanks for helping! - Lee 



www.giftsforpatriots30.com 



THE WHITE HOUSE COLLECTION, one 
of two different Editions of these Shadow- 
Boxes, was accepted by President George W. 
Bush at the White House as a gift for the 
Bush Presidential Library from SSgt John 
Borders, US Army, who you probably saw on 
the TV News after losing his leg fighting in 
Iraq and extended rehab at Walter Reed, he 
went bike riding with the President. Any 
military veteran, spouse, son or daughter, 
father or mother will be just as proud to 
receive this UNIQUE COMMEMORATIVE 
as a gift this Holiday Season. YOUR 
PURCHASE IS 100% SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED: vou must be thrilled with 
your Collectible Shadow-Box or you may 
return it for a full refund. Accompanying 



your Shadow-Box: a Certificate of Authenticity, 
a letter telling the amazing story of the rescue 
of these coins from Iraq, a full-color copy of the 

ghoto of President Bush accepting the Snadow- 
lox (suitable for framing), and an audio CD of 
Lee Greenwood's famous song 'God Bless The 
USA' in a full-color gift book. . ..everything 
combined provides an Unforgettable, 
Meaningful Gift - so you'll want at least one for 
the veteran or military family in your life, and 
one of these Commemorative Collections for 
your own home or place of business to show 
your support for our military. We hold the entire 
supply of these mint-condition coins, and hope 
to raise as much as $20-million to support 
veterans through their sale but when they're 
gone, they're gone. These are Limited Edition 



•Certified Mint-Condition Iraq Coins 
•Displayed In Hand-Assembled Shadow-Boxes 
•With Beautiful Patriotic Photos and Emblems 
•LIMITED EDITION for Collectors 
•Symbolizing The Honor, Commitment and 
Heroism Of The U.S. Military 

Collectibles honoring our brave young men and 
women and their unflinching commitment, courage 
and integrity. You may have seen Lee Greenwood 
or the leaders of Products For Good interviewed 
about these unique Commemorative Collections and 
this fundraising effort on FOX & FRIENDS, NEIL 
CAVUTO, HANNITY AND COLMES or seen the 
most popular episode of EXTREME HOME 
MAKEOVER (with 14 million viewers) where SSgt 
Daniel Gilyeat, USMC, a single father of our who 
lost a leg in Iraq, had his house rebuilt for his 
family- and we were able to help make that happen. 
If you hurry, while supplies last, you can own one of 
these Commemoratives that are changing lives, for 
proud display in your own home's living room, 
family room or den, and give one as a heartfelt gift 



certain to be appreciated Tike no other. 

To see full-color, detailed photographs of the four-coin White House Collection and the two-coin Collection, obtain details of the charitable 
activities and support for military veterans' families the sale of these Collectibles makes possible, read the amazing story of the coins, and 

see and hear from people who own these Collectibles - and, of course, to order yours... go to www.aiftsforpatriots30.com 

where you'll be welcomed personally by Lee Greenwood. (Or you may order by phone at 877-446-6341.) 

*ProductsForGood is a for-profit business proudly donating 20% of its revenues from the sale of all the collectible Iraq coins and these Limited Edition Commemorative Shadow-Boxes to selected veterans' charities 
and causes as well as direct support of veterans. This is the FIRST AND ONLY TIME that a business in the collectibles field has donated 20% of its gross revenues to help seriously injured Iraq War veterans and 
other veterans - in cooperation with highly respected organizations like HELPING A HERO and OPERATION FAMILY FUND. Already, in a very short time, we've donated hundreds of thousands of dollars and have 
a goal of millions in the next 18 months. The need is great... EVERY DAY OUR HEROES RETURN SERIOUSLY INJURED, in need of physical care and rehabilitation, emotional support, family support far beyond 
what the government provides. These Commemorative Shadow-Boxes are sold at military base PX stores, at the Art Gallery at West Point, and other select locations. As a reader of this magazine, you are invited 
to order yours direct from ProductsForGood and receive a FREE IRAQ COIN. All advertised offers may be withdrawn without notice as supplies are limited. © 2008 G-K LLC. 



LEGION SHOPPER 



Put cramps to rest 
—so yen can re&t 

America's #1 OTC 

leg cramp medicine: 
Hyland's Leg Cram 
with Quinine 




CALL TODAY FOR 
A FREE SAMPLE 



Call 1 866 925 7944 today for a free 
sample and start resting a little easier. 



hylands 



legcramps.com 



CLASSIFIED 



APPAREL 

SUSPENDERS. Patented "no-slip™" clip. Catalog, (800) 
700-451 5, www.suspenders.com. 

BOOKS & MAGAZINES 

WWW.WILLOFMAN.COM, www.jonesstorybook.com. 

CASINO SUPPLIES/PLAYING CARPS 

CATALOG, (800) 233-0828, www.kardwell.com. 

EDUCATION & INSTRUCTION 

HEARING LOSS? www.lipreading.com. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

OXYGEN USERS, Oxlife's NEW battery-powered con- 
tinuous flow Oxygen Concentrator. Lightweight 
- carry over shoulder. U.S.A.-made. Restore your 
independence! Travel worldwide. (800) 780-2616, 
www.oxlifeinc.com. 

OF INTEREST TO ALL 

www.BeholdJesus.org. 

BETTER THAN VIAGRA? Stamina-Rx. Two tablets $5, 
30 tablets $44.95. (800)458-1613. 

CIGARETTES. Affordable prices. Call (888) 542-6846. 

PERSONALS 

MEET NICE SINGLES. Free catalog, (931 ) 879-4625. 

REAL ESTATE 

MANUFACTURED COMMUNITY HOMES in Flor- 
ida. New/pre-owned. Financing available, (480) 
313-7690. 

WANTED 

BOY SCOUT PATCHES, (940) 566-5766. 

SWORDS, (800) 798-6167. 

VIOLINS, (800) 451-9728. 



• HAT PINS 

</> 
111 
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MEDALS • 



• FREE COLOR CATALOG 

• 2500+ Military Designs 

• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquires welcome. 



by Hoover's Mfg., Co. 

P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 
Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.com 



AIRBORNE LEATHERS 

www.airborne-leathers.com 

Genuine GOAT SKIN LEATHER JACKETS 




Del. 
7-10 Days 

BROWN 

ny Normally $249° 



BLACK 



K£ NOW $ 99"& r 

Call TOLL FREE I Mail in your order to: 

9-5 EST M-F OR AIRBORNE LEATHERS 
. nnn nM _, ftn " 20 Charles St. 
1-800-247-9501 Northvale, NJ 07647 



r 



IMPOTENCE 
SOLVED 



COVERED BY MEDICARE 

If you have Medicare or 
Insurance, you may be eligible 
to receive the NEW Encore 
Deluxe Erection System at 
little or no cost. The NEW 
Encore Deluxe System has both 
a manual and battery pump. 

RATED #1 BY UROLOGISTS 

Encore is the only manufacturer 
that offers both pumps as one 
Deluxe System. 

For more information call: 

1-800-475-3091 



1 



7696 15th St. E. • Sarasota, FL 34243 




the PERFECT GIFTfor 

Retirement, Christmas... 



When the day is more 
important than the hour... 

• Continuously moving 
day hand 

• 9 %" diameter 

• $39.95 + s&h 

• In Oak or Mahogany 

• Is someone always 
asking what day it is? 



To order visit 



SayQocks 




dayclocks.com 866/329-2562 



Hearing Aids! Free Catalog 




P O Box A-3976 Chicago, II. 60690 

NOT AVAILABLE IN WA. 



Rings to Honor 
Your Service 




Call today for a FREE color 
catalog of over 150 eye-catching 
Classic Military Rings, plus a 
Special Report you should read 
before buying any service ring: 
1-573-221-7786 (24 hr recorded 
message). Or write: Classic Rings, 
1209 Broadway, Dept. A-1208, 
Hannibal MO 63401. |codeA-i208| 



www.ClassicRings.coi 
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HEARING AIDS 
ip to 60% SAVINGS 




TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU BUY 

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES! 

•ALL MAKES & MODELS -TERMS ARRANGED 
•30 YRS. EXPERIENCE -ALL MAKE REPAIRS 
•CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS • 
FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL: 

1-800-323-4212 

We're the oldest, biggest and best 

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL P.O. BOX 7355, ROCKFORD, IL6112C 
Visit our Website at www.lloydhearingaid.com 
NOT AVAILABLE INWA. 



The American legion 

11 Online update 



Would you like to get timely news about: 

• Legionnaires helping our troops, veterans and 
their families? 

• Veterans benefits, such as the Gl Bill and VA 
healthcare? 

• Veteran opportunities in small business training, 
job fairs, and other support programs? 

Then sign up for The American Legion Online Update, a 
weekly electronic publication sent to your email address. 

Just go to www.legion.org, click on "Publications" 
and submit your email address. It's easy and it's free! 



U.S. MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 



fFREE COLOR CATALOG! 
FREE SHIPPING! 
TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062 | 
VETS SUPPLY LINE 
10550 CO RD 81, #218 
MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 I 
| WEB SITE: www.MilitaryVetsPX.com 



CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 



STRONGER 


I'Jfil 


L 




THAN 









Pharmaceutical Grade Alternative 
Without Prescription! 

(30 tabs) - blue 100mg $89.95 
(60 tabs) - Save $40.00 $129.95 
(90 tabs) - Save $70.00 $179.95 
Order Today 24 HR Order Line! 
Credit Cards & Check By Phone. 

1-866-611-6891 

or Send Check or M.O. To: 
RE. LABS, 6409 S. Western Ave. 
Oklahoma City, OK 73139-1703 



www.usaveonpills.com 



TOLL 
FREE 



It's Time to Put 
it on the Wall 

Get Your 

FREE 
Catalog 

Today! <i>ff} t 

Medals. Badges, 
Displays, Hals, g ty^TT 
Patches, Shirts * x 



■Safe? 1-800-486-1651 

Shop www.usmedals.com 





Moving? 

Legion members can save on 
Real Estate, Mortgage and Moving! 



• Professional Moving Services 

with discounts on long distance moving. 

ALLIED northAmerican, 

1.800.871.8864 1.800.524.5533 

• Expert Real Estate Services 

plus up to $1 ,000 or more in 
cash rewards. 

• Easy Mortgage Financing 

with great rates and $300 closing reward. 

Home Benefits 

1.866.813.3620 
http://legion.myhomebenefits.com 

Allied Van Lines, Inc. U.S. DOT No. 076235 
North American Van Lines, Inc. U.S. DOT No. 070851 
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Christmas is when you exchange hellos with strangers 
and good buys with friends. 

A POLITICALLY CORRECT HOLIDAY GREETING 

Best wishes for an environmentally conscious, 
socially responsible, low-stress, non-addictive, 
gender-neutral, winter solstice holiday, practiced 
within the most joyous traditions of the religious 
persuasion of your particular choice, but with 
respect for the religious persuasion of others who 
choose to practice their own religion, as well 
as those who choose not to practice any religion 
at all. Additionally, a fiscally successful, personally 
fulfilling and medically uncomplicated recognition 
of the generally accepted calendar year 2009, but 
not without due respect for the calendars of choice 
of other cultures, whose contributions have helped 
make our society great, without regard to race, 
creed, color, religion or sexual orientation. 

(Disclaimer: This greeting is subject to clarifica- 
tion or withdrawal It implies no promise by the 
wisher to actually implement any of the wishes for 
her/himself or others, and no responsibility for any 
unintended emotional stress these greetings may 
bring to those not caught up in the holiday spirit) 

"THEY SAID on the news today that the stock 
market is on a wild roller-coaster ride. Really? 
Does it feel like a roller coaster? Doesn't it feel 
more like that stupid free-fall ride, where you drop 
500 feet and you vomit all over the place?" 

- Jay Leno 




"Have you broken all your Christmas presents yet?" 
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"Would you like a defibrillator with that?" 




"I'm detecting a slight twinkle." 

ALL I NEED TO KNOW ABOUT LIFE 
I LEARNED FROM SANTA CLAUS 

■ Encourage people to believe in you. 

■ Always remember who's naughty and who's nice. 

■ It's as much fun to give as it is to receive. 

■ Some days it's OK to feel a little chubby. 

■ Don't pout. 

■ Make your presents known. 

■ Always ask for a little bit more than what 
you really want. 

■ Bright red can make anyone look good. 

■ Wear a wide belt and no one will notice how 
many pounds you've gained. 

■ If you only show up once a year, everyone will 
think you're very important. 

■ Whenever you're at a loss for words, say, 
"Ho ho ho!" 




Asbestos 
JPancer Hits 
Former 
Sailors 



Many sailors who served their country proudly aboard 
ships in the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War eras, 
are now being diagnosed with asbestos-related cancers. 



For Compensation Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
or lung cancer, diagnosis/death, 
please contact: 



The David Law Firm 




Defeating Today's Goliaths" 



Toll Free 1-800-998-9729 

Email: info@thedavidlawfirm.com 
www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658 

The David Law Firm, P.C. 

Jonathan David* 
10655 Six Pines Drive, #260 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
(Greater Houston Area) 

Handling cases nationwide with 
local co-counsel in state of filing. 



* Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas. 
Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 



For Medical Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
patients, please contact: 



Mesothelioma Web 

Hope * Support * Help 



Toll Free 1-877-367-6376 

Email: info@mesotheliomaweb.org 
www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658 



The most comprehensive 
resource for Mesothelioma 
patients and their families. 
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FULL S-T-R-E-T-C-H WAIST! 

Light Blue 



STOCK UP NOW! Reg. Price 
17.99 EACH! 



Medium 
lue 



Good Looking, Rugged 
Denims, all Warm Flannel 
Lined. If you want to cut back 
on heating bills & keep warm, 
you need these pants! 

• 100% pre-washed cotton denim. 

• Brushed flannel inside is 
warm cotton/polyester! 

• 5 Pockets! 2 flannel-lined front, 
2 back, 1 inside coin pocket! 

• Jean styling with brass 
rivets at stress points. 

• Full s-t-r-e-t-c-h waist 
with standard jeans 
closure & zipper fly! 

• Belt loops, including 
center back. 

The Warmest 
Comfiest 
Pants a guy 
could buy! 



in 



As 
always, 
100% 
Machine I 
Wash& 
Wear! 



Flannel-Lined 1 

DENIMS' 



pairs 
. for 



)3 for 42.651 
4 for 55.25 1 



Haband #1 Bargain Place, Jessup, PA 18434-1834 
Send slacks. I enclose $ purchase price plus $5.99 



ALL THESE SIZES! 
Waist: 32 34 36 38 
40 42 44 
*Big Men Sizes: 46 48 50 

add just $5 more per pair 
Inseams: S(27-28) M(29-30) 
L(31-32) XL(33-34) 



toward postage. In GA add sales tax. 
On-Line Quick Order: 



t J g Card#__ 

fffljffjffij Phone/Emai 

fCW 1 ^ 3 Mr. Mrs. Ms. 



Imported 



© 77P-01N55 


WHAT 
WAIST? 


WHAT 
INSEAM? 


HOW 
MANY? 


BE1 LIGHT BLUE 








E0 MEDIUM BLUE 








EH INDIGO 








EH BLACK DENIM 









□ MC □ Discover® Network 



□AmEx 
Exp.: 



□ Check 

I 



Duke Habernickel 
#1 Bargain Place 
Jessup, PA 18434 




S6ofi Online: 
Haband.com 



Phone/Email 
Mr. Mrs. Ms. 
Address 
Apt. # __ 
State __ 



City. 



.Zip. 



100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of Purchase Price at Any Time! 



